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PREFACE 


In attempting to portray the hietory of Florida's largest 
eity during the nineteenth century, the suthor had much diffi- 
oulty in arranging the material, It was decided to group the 
evente topically within chronological periods. Although this 
method 1s not entirely satisfactory to the author, it is hoped 
that the reader will be able to secure a clear understanding of 
the chronological development of the city. 

On two different occasions all official records of Jackeon- 
ville and many private papers of her citizens have been destroyed 
“in the Civil War and by the fire of 1901, During the Civil 
War city end county records, as well as private papers, were 
buried for eefekeeping, but after the war it was found that 
these records had become illegible through decay. In the fire 
of 1901 every public building, excluding the United States 
governnent building, wae burned together with all the public 
records except a few records of the county Judge's office, In 
the confusion of the fire many citizens stored their papers in 
the Duval County Courthouse end in the Armory which were 
supposedly fireproof; others left their burning homes with only 
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the thought of safety for their families, Newepapers, accounts 
and records of mony business and professional men, and libraries 
were destroyed by fire ond water, Ae a result of this wholesale 
destruction source meterieal is limited, and there ere periods 
in the history of the city for which no material can be ob- 
tained, 

Grateful sclknowledgements are made to the following persons 
for their help ond aselatance in preparing this material: the | 
library eassistante at Jacksonville Public Library and &t. 
Auguetine Webb Memorlel Librery; Mice Mary Bennett, Mr. Alton 
Ww. Gookreli, Mr. W. &, Catherwood of Jackeonvilie; Dr. Robert 
H. Woody and Dr, Charles 5. Sydnor of Duke University. 

fo WV, Perry Atking, one of the many citizens who have 
helped to make Jacksonville's present greatness possible, this 
history is respectfully dedicated, , 
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INTRODUCTION 


Porty-three years before the English landed at Jamestown, 
more than a half of a century before the Duteh built their fort 
on Manhattan Island, and fifty-six years before the Mayflower 
landed et Plymouth, the territory along the St. Johnea River in 
Florida wae called New Prance, Here, in 1662, came the first 
Protestants to settle in America and here, in 1565, was fought 
the firet battle between white men within the present boundaries 
of the United States, | 

The struggle along the St. Johne River wae o14 in 1819, 
Spain had claimed Florida through the explorations of Ponce de 
Ledn but che had made no attempt to establish a permanent settle- 
ment in the vicinity of the river. In 1662, Jean Ribeult, ex- 
ploring land which might serve as colonies for the perseouted 
Prench Huguenots, took poesession of the river in the name of 
Charlee IX and christened it the Riviere de la Mai. In the 
following years, the French tried to maintain a colony at Fort 
Caroline bluff, but Spain's opposition to French occupation soon 
led to open warfare, The mareacre of Ribault and hie followers 


by Menendez resulted in the Spanish occupation of Fort Caroline, 
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whose name, ae well as thet of the river, was changed to San 
Mateo. In 1668 the fort was ultimately abandoned ae a result of 
an attack by Dominic de Gourgues whose revenge stands as one of 
the moet dering episodes in the history of the surrounding 
country. 

Francis Drake ueed the San Mateo river as a haven when he 
attacked St, Augustine in 1566 and, at the same time, he claimed 
thie territory for England, The San Mateo, renamed San Juan, was 
inoluded in the English Carolina grant of 1663. Spain's ob- 
jection to the boundary led to desultory warfere Lasting for 
fifty years, When, in 1733, the territory between Carolina and 
Plorida became Georgia, another dispute arose between Oglethorpe 
and the Spanish over the San Juan River, which was called the 
St. Johns by the English, and war followed until 1746, By the 
treaty of Paris in 1763 following the French and Indian War, 
Florida was exchanged for Cuba and after one hundred and ninety- 
eight years of Bpanish rule, the river passed to the English. 

Twenty years later the American colonies gained their 
independence and as Plorida was now an isolated colony, Great 
Britain ceded thie territory to Spain who restored the Bahamas 
‘to Great Britain, At the outbreak of the War of 1812 a band 
of "Patriots," secretly backed by citizens of the United States, 
marched into Florida annexing the country north of the St. Johne, 
setting up a paper government, and destroying plantations along 
the river. No sooner were the affairs of the Republic of Florida 
settled than the “Cartagenian Rebellion® occurred, A Sir Gregor 
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MaeGregor and his band of filibusters, who had been operating in 
Mexico and South America, took possession of the territory in- 
cluding the lower St. Johns River in June, 1817, In Fernandina, 
he set up a city government, iseued paper money, and filled the 
etores with valuable merchandise which hie band had obtained by 
L11licit trade. Not being ae successful as he planned, MacGregor 
left the territory in the hande of one of his asecistants and 
went after more recruits on September 1, 1617, Then, on 
October 1, General Louise Aury appeared at Fernandina, Aury, too, 
was a filibuster who, narrowly escaping capture by the Spanish 
navy, had withdrawn his forces to Galveston where he espoused 
the cauce of the Mexican insurgents and was made a Militery 
Governor under the Republic of Mexico, Upon his arrival in 
Fernondina, the followers of the departed MacGregor appealed to 
him for help which he granted after they agreed to supplant the 
flag of the Republic of Mexico for the green crocs of MacGregor. 
So, on October 4, 1617, the territory was formally declared a 
pert of the Republic of Mexico. 

Tiring of the continued smuggling on the southern border 
of the United States end the continued protesting of Spain to 
suppress filibustering movements against her colonies, President 
James Monroe sent two warships and some troope to East Florida 
where they remained until a yellow fever epidemic drove then 
away, Diplomatic negotiations for the cession of Florida to 
the United States which had begun in January, 1619 were completed 
in a treaty on Februery 22, 1819, On July 10, 1821 the seventh 
flag in the history of this territory was raised. 
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GHAPTEA ONE 
BEGINNINGS OF JACKSONVILLE 


Probably the earliest descoription in the English language 
of the site of the present city of Jacksonville is found in the 
journal kept by John Bertram during a trip made by him in 1765. 
He records tint on February 6, 1766, he and hie son encamped by 
a grove of orange trees, then they went on to Cow-ford, below 
which was a march, then pines, then another large marsh, and so 
on, alternately high oakebanks, open marshes, and flat pine 
wats” Jameo Kagate makes the statement in his book, Jagkgon- 
the Metropolis of Florida, thet until 1619 Jacksonville 
never hed e human habitation,” However, according to a map 
entitied 7 ricee Provingiac published by Jacques 
LeMoyne soon after he esoaped to France from the 111-feted colony 
at the mouth of the St. Johne River in 1565, the Indian village 
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of Choya wae located upon the present site of Seana. 
This town is also mentioned by Rene de Laudonnaire, the commander 
of the first French colony, but it is spelled “Coya" by ban. 
This villege is listed as one of the Timucaun Indian villages 
by John R, ieeietinaied The fact that there was an Indian village 
where Jacksonville now stands 1s aleo proved by later evidence, 
euch as the existence of an Indian greveyard, and the discovery 
of pottery and liieidiaetiene This locality was first Known as 
Wacca Pilatka, 2 place where the Indians forded their cattle 
across the river; later, it became known ae Cow-ford, the 
English translation of Wacea Pilatke,” East ané Weet Florida 
were ceded by Spain to Great Britain in exchange for Cuba, thus 
ending one hundred ninety~eight years of Spanich rule, During 
the English oecupation, there was a suecession of plantations 
established along the St, Johne River. One of these plantation 
grante was made to the Marquis of Hastings who obtained twenty 
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thousand acres covering slmost all of the land between the 
MeGirts Creek on the west and the Trout Creek on the northeast, 
embracing the present side of Panes It was during this 
time that the path made by the Indiens' cattle and the traders’ 
pack ponies culminated in the King's Road. This road from New 
Smyrna and St. Augustine to the English settlements in Georgia 
touched the St. Johns River opposite the present site of Jackeon- 
ville, paseing northward to the St. Mary's River. According to 
@ map of the St. Johne River of that pains” a Thomas Philipot, 
merchant, was granted ten thousand acres on the St. Johns River 
at the crossing of King's Road, where Jacksonville is now 
located, and on this property he built a ferry and a small store. 
At the close of the American Revolution, East and West 
Florida were exchanged for the Bahama islands and the eecond 
Spanish occupation begen. All Englishmen who were living in 
Florida at this time were required to conform to the Catholic 
religion and to swear Spanish allegiance. As a result, many of 
the plantations along the St. Johns River became vacated. In 
consequence of the foregoing, the Spanish governor granted these 
lande to those who would take the oath of allegiance. 
Accordingly, on January 3, 1701, Robert Pritchard received 
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four hundred and fifty acres of land on the north side of the 
St. Johns River fa ox on the site of the present city of Jackson- 
ville, bullt a house, and cultivated the land. After his death, 
hie heirs, through their agents, continued to cultivate the land 
until they were driven away by the “Patriot” revolution. This 
land, 1m 1016, wae granted to Mre, Maria Taylor, whose husband, 
@ loyal Spenich subject, had been killed in the Patriot rete~ 
lution. The Taylor grant, consisting of two hundred acres, ex- 
tended one-half mile north from the mouth of MoCor's creek, 
three-eights mile east, and one-half mile south to the St. Johne 
River, Mrs, Taylor, then living on the south side of the river? 
morried Lewis Z, Hogans, who petitioned for the confirmation of 
the two hundred acres, now in the business section of Jackson- 
ville. He received the verification on April 26, 1624, and it 
10 from thie grant that all prosent tities run.” 

_ About thie time another grant consisting of the remaining 
land east of Taylor grant bounded by the Hogan's Creek and the 
St. Johns River had been made to Juan Mestre. ** At firet 
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it was believed that the grant covered one hundred acres, but 
the Spanieh survey reported it as fifty acres, and a subsequent 
survey established the grant at eighty aares.”” He took 
possession of the property in 1617 and built a house in the 
middle of the last part of square one which is now the center 
of the northeast quarter of the squere bounded by Forsyth, 
Liberty, Bay, and Market ate la When Fernandina was aktaskel 
by the Certageniane in 1817-1818, Juan Mestre sbandoned his home 
as he wae attached to the Spanish gunboat which was withdrawn 
from the St. Johns River to St. ot er Pi 

when Meetre moved away the nearest neighbor of the Nogans 
wae Ieaac Hendricks who lived on the south side of the river in 
what is now the business section of the south side district. Mr. 
Hendricks was successful in accumulating this property through 
another's misfortune, In 1793, William Jones had received two 
hundred and sixteen scores “at the plantation named St, Nicholas" 
where he cleared the lend and built his home. During the next 
year there was an uprising of the planters against the Spanish 
Government called “Wagners War." For some reason the governor 


ordered all settlers to move from one side of the river to the 
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other and when el] 414 not comply with his orders, he sent gun- 
boate to destroy the ee William Jones took part in 
thie insurrection and for thet reacon he was brended a traitor 
to his Majesty's government and forfeited the rights to hie land. 
William Hendricks then petitioned the Spanish covernor for the 
land of William Jones ar a grant for his son, Isaac Hendricke.. 
The governor grented the lend with the reservation that "the 
plein where the detachment of St. Nicholae le quartered should 
be kept cleer for the dictence of a gun shot or eat The 
papers concerning the William Jones grant state that "et the 
landing there are eight acres of land of the King laid off within 
this tage From thie statement 1% would eeem that Port 5st, 
Nicholae was on the property of Iaaae Hendricks. 

In February, 1817, Isaac Hendricke received a grant of 
land on the north side of the St, Johns River to the west of 
the Taylor grant. This trianguler tract of three hunéred and 
fifty seres wae often referred to as the “Hunger and Nerdehip 
Ploentation" so unprodustive wae ite clay subset. New eettlerse 
come ani by 1820 there were, within a radius of five miles, or 
within the present limite of Jacksonville including the south 
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side, ten plantations belonging to J. AR. Hogan, Daniel A. 
Barton, E, Hudnall, John Brady, George Atkinson, Robert Hutehin- 
gon, D. H. & Miller, John H, MoIntoeh, Iseac Hendricke, and 
Franein Bagley--Willian disci 

Reports and rumors that Plorida would be ceded to the 
United States brought many ploneers into this section. The 
King's Road route from Georgia was the moet convenient way of 
travel, and to reach pointe on the east coast of Mlorida it was 
necessary to croas the St, Johns River at Cowford, the narrowest 
place in the river. Thus, Cowford begins to gain ite importance 
as the only gateway to Florida, 

John Brady probably realized the importance of Cowford 
because he purchased the Juan Mestre land on June 1, 1622 sfter 
he had lived on it as a renter, Here he built a house large 
enough to accomodate travelers and established « ferry to trans- 
port passengers from the north side of the river at a point which 
is now the foot of Liberty Street.” So great was the number of 
immigrants that Mr. Brady was not able to accommodate them; 
therefore, Mr. Hogane opened hie house for the entertainment of 
the travelers." 
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Two of these travelers, William G. Dawson and Stephen £, 
Buckles from middle Georgia, saw the need of a estore in Cowford 
ae the nearest stores were in St. Augustine am EO TOR, 
$o they remained in the settlement and built a log cabin on the 
highway of what 1s now the "north side of square number three, “ 
the south side of Ademe “treet between Market and Newnan. Stock- 
ing the cabin with New York goods bought from a sailing veseel, 
the firm of Dawson and Buckles opened ites doors to customers 
from "far and PA ay 

The success of Mr. Brady's “*hotel*® and Dawson & Buckles’ 
*store” attracted persons from other places. Among these was 
Iealah Devid Hart who was born in Georgia in 1792 but had come 
to Florida in 1800 and had settled near King's Senent. Upon 
hearing that the firm of Dawson ani Buckles was making money, he 
decided to move to Cowford. On May 12, 1821 Mr. Hart purchased 
from L. Z. Hogans “elghteen acres of the Taylor Grant on the 
eoutheast corner of the same, to run fifty chains weetward along 
the bank of the St. Johns, thence north twelve chains, thence 
east to the line of the Mestre Grant, thence down said line to 
the amu” It 4e said that he paid $72.00 in cattle for this 
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plece of sutton He then erected a log dwelling fronting north 
on Forsyth Street between Market and Newnan. Drew describes 

the house as being the usual form of the “doublepen" country 
house, having an open paseage in the center, rooms on the wings, 
and shed rooms in the wiiietd After his home was built, Mr. 
Hart sent for his family and household goods, His brother, 
Daniel, followed later and settled on the opposite side of the 
road. Ienish Hart's dealings with people proved that he was a 
shrewd business man, He did not let pase an opportunity to make 
money, Like most men, similarly constituted, he succeeded in 
accumulating a considerable amount of property, being the only 
one of the early settlers who did, In time, he bought up the 
entire Taylor want’ ae well ae other pieces of property in 

the ey and resold parts for high profits. Por twenty years 
his home was used as a very profitable boarding house.” Isaiah 
D. Hart was a popular name in the town; scarcely a committee was 
appointed in the county or the town that 444 not include this 
neme., Hart was connected with such enterprises as the Union 
Bank of Flewiea; the Bank of qekteutihic, ” the Plorida 
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- Peninsula and Jacksonville Rativesa,*” and the Jacksonville and 


Alligator Plank Road Company.” Entering the field of politics, 
he became an inepector of elections, Postmaster, Clerk of Courts, 
U. &S. Congressional representative, He outlived all the early 
settlere dying in 1861, Isaiah and Daniel Hart were the sixth 
and seventh settlers at Cowford, 

Other settlers followed among which were John L, Doggett, 
from Mageachusette, who bought the Mestre Grant from John Brady; 
John Warren, from Virginia, who afterward sold hie estore to I. D. 
Hart on long credit without eineket William J, Mille, from 
Amelia Island, who later became the first mayor of Jacksonville; 
Francis J, Ross, Benjamin Chaires, John Bellamy, from South 
Carolina, vho became outetanding citizens in the town, The 
change of flage took place at St. Augustine, July 16, 1921, ana 
Gast and Weet Florida formally passed into the possession of the 
United States, To accommodate the increase in travelers, Dawson 
and Buckles built a lerge frame house east of their store for 
@ boarding house, which was managed by Mre, Sarah Waterman, Thies 
was the first frame house built in eninevee st Joseph Andrews, 
brother-in-law of Isaish Hart, built a large frame house on the 
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south side of Adame between Newnan and Ocean streets for a 
boarding house.*° It is said that even with the new boarding 
houses, residences had to be used to teke care of the travelers, “2 
In June, 1622, Mr. Hogene, Mr, Brady, and Mr. Hart agreed 
to lay off their land as a town. Although these property owners 
had been urged for some time to take this action, they <1d not 
eet with their “accustomed promptituae®*” because they 41d not 
pee the advantages of euch a measure, At length, however, each 
selected a commissioner and the work proceeded. John Bellamy, 
Benjamin Chaires, and Francis J, Rose, all men of wealth and 
etanding in the community, were menbers of the commission which 
selected D. H, S&S, Miller to aot ae surveyor, It wae decided 
thet there should be six lots, 105 feet square, in each block, 
two lots adjoining north and south, being 210 feet; and three 
Lote east and weet, being 315 feet,” On the day that the site 
was to be surveyed a dispute arose between Mr, Hart and Mr, 
Brady as to the dividing line between their property. They 
finally agreed that the starting point should be a tree claimed 
by My. Hogans to be a corner tree at the foot of the present 
Market waver, From this point north a street eighty feet 
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wide was laid out and later named Market Street. The next street 
laid out wae called Bey.” The first square designated and num- 
bered was east of Market and north of Bay Street. The next 
aquere surveyed wee acrors Market Street, west of No, 1, ané it 
wan called Mo, 2. ‘The square north of this war numbered 3, and 
east of that, No. 4, ffter the surveying began, it was found 
that Mr. Bredy's buildings would be in the street on the east 

of Square No. 1, So another tier of lote was added on the east 
eide of Square Mo, 1, making eight lote instead of six, Thus 

the range of blocks between Liberty and Market Streete is composed 
of elght sete.’ Next, Square No. 6 was surveyed east of Square 
Mo. 1, the King's Road leading north from the river separating 
the two squares, Thiec etreet was named Liberty although for many 
years it was called Ferry Street, The square north of No. & 

was called No. 6, north of that, No. &, west of that No, 7, 

and weet of thet No, a ay The surveyors started again at Bay 
Street weet 6f No. 2 for No, 10. Mo. 11 an&é Ho, 12 were drawn 
off north of Ho, 10, Beginning again at Bay Street, this time 
east of Washington Street, No. 13, east of No. 5 was surveyed. 

To the north, Squares No, 14, 15, and 16 were laid off, ‘The 





45 
Both Eegate and Webb state that thie etreet was eighty feet 
wide, but Davis states that it was seventy feet wide. 
*6ebb, op. oit., Pp. 116. 
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eurveyor then turned west and merked off Nos, 17, 18, 19, and 
20, Here the work stopped and was never vee 

The original survey included the squarer between Catherine 
and Ocean streets and Duval end Bay streets. Most of the streets 
were named in honor of outstanding persone, Newnan Street, in 
honor of Colonel Daniel Newnan, a Georgia leader in the Indian 
war of 1812; Forsyth Street, for General John Porsyth, who was 
sent to Spain to conduct negotiations concerning the treaty 
whereby Florida was ceded to the United States; Monroe Street, 
in honor of James Monroe, who was the President of the United 
States at that time; Adame Street, for John Q. Adame, who was 
Seoretary of State; Duval Street, in honor of William P. Duval, 
who vas the first Civil Governor of Florida; Washington and 
Liberty Streets indicated the patriotism of the commissioners; 
Ocean Street, Webb etates, was so named because the waters 
covered the face of the whole earth westward of the west half of 
Square No. 10 as far ae could be setts’: Others, however, believe 
that Ocean was originelly Ossian, in honor of the son of I. D. 
Hert.” | 

On the day that the town was surveyed, many lote were sold 
by My. Brady and Mr, Hart, John Bellamy bought lot No. 4 of 
Square No, 1 from Hr, vty, but the deed, drawn up by Abraham 





eae Oe oit., Be 116, 
49 rpia., p. 126, 

Dawis, Op. Gib., p. 36. 

ebb, op. oit., p. 117. 
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Bellamy, was never recorded, On the seme day, D0. HN. 3. Miller 
bought all the lots in Square No. ne but this deed was never 
recorded, Stephen J, Eubanke purchased one of the south sean 
in Square No. 2 including the margin to the river for $12,000. 
Mr, Brady conveyed to Benjamin Chaires and Prancie Ross a lot 

on the northeast corner of Forsyth and Market Streets, Immedi- 
ately, the two commissioners gave thie lot to the county for the 
epection of # courthouse, 

Several deye before the land was surveyed, the name 
*Jacksonville" was suggested by Colonel John shes ses who had 
served in Andrew Jackson's army during the Creek War, The state- 
ment “General Jackson said to Mr. Hert, ‘Colonel, this is going 
to be a place'” is without foundation, General Jackson never 
came into East Florida. Mr, Hart had no more to do with naming 
the town than did anyone else present at the survey. No objection 
was made when Colonel Warren suggested the name, 

The first Territorial Legislative Council, on August 12, 
1622, divided fast and Weet Florida into four counties, one of 
whieh was "the part of East Florida lying north of the River 
St. Johne, and north of a line commencing at a place called 
Cowford, on said river, and terminating at the mouth of the 
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Suwanee River, shall constitute a county by the name of Duval.. Pg 
Fulfilling an act passed by the Legislative Council June 

il, 1623, “three discreet and impertial persons" appointed by 

the County Court met and decided that the settlement at the Cow- 

ford, which had been laid out the previous year and named Jackeon~ 

ville, should be the county anne Of course, there were older 

and larger settlements in the county which might have been chosen 

for the county seat, Por seventy yeare San Antonio (Mandarin) 

and 5t,. Vineent Ferrer (St. Johne Town) had been the headquarters 

where the planters transacted their business on the mort con- 

venient highway of travel, the St. Johne River. These settle- 

mente held their prestise while the river was the main artery 

of travel, However, when the English built the King's Road 

crossing st the narrowest point on the St. Johns, Cowford became 

an important place from the standpoint of being the only gateway 

to the south, Evidently the Legislative Council realized the 

importance of the Cowford becauce they named Jacksonville as 

the temporary seat of justice until the permanent one could be 

determined, Then, too, Benjamin Cheires and Francis Hoss hed 

donated e lot in Jacksonville for the county court house two 


monthe before Duval County had been created, 
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The first County Court assembled on December 16, 1622 at 
the temporary seat in Jacksonville to transact county business 
pertaining to road building. Mr. Benjamin Chaires was appointed 
the first judge by an Act of the Territorial Legislature but 
the United States Congress declared this act null and fata 
Instead, four Justices of Pesce, Thomas Reynolds, William G, 
Dawson, Rigdon Brown, and Britton night, °° precided at the first 


959 was the 


term, George Gibbs, “a gentleman of the 01d School, 
clerk; James Dell, the sheriff; and Daniel C, Hart, the deputy. 
It seems, however, that the sheriff left most of his work to be 
done by hia en When Dell moved to another county, Daniel 
Hart received the position of sheriff as well as that of the 
United States Deputy Merchall. 

On December 1, 1623 the first regular court convened with 
the Honorable Joseph L. Smith, the father of General Sdmund 
Kirby Smith, presiding, The first grand jury consisting of John 
Bellamy, foreman, 8. Js Eubanks, John Houston, Isaac Tucker, 


Gharles Broward, John Price, dames Dell, William Matthews, Cotton 





wn. Qe. cit., p. 117. 
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Slavic, QP. Site, pe 39. 
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Rawle, A. G Loper, Llewellyn Williams, Charles Seton, John D., 
Braddock, Nathaniel Wilds, Stephen Vanzeant, John C. Houston, and 
Seymour Phokett’” wae impanelled on the next day. The first 
civil case was that of Ephraim Harrison ve, John D, Tduees” 

The cause of the action was not stated and the case was postponed 
until the next term, 

Almost all of the early legal papere were drawn up by 
Abraham Bellamy, the first lawyer resident of ee He 
was the son of the famous “old Jack Bellamy," contractor of the 
8t. Auguetine+-Tallahassee highway and former resident of Jackeon- 
ville. Bellamy practiced mainly as a counselor and arbiter of 
disputes. John L. Doggett, merchant, lumberman, and ferryman, 
was also admitted to the bar during the early days of the town. ”* 
At the time of his death in 1644, Doggett was judge of the 
County Court. 

In October, 1823, John L, Doggett, working in the capacity 
of lumberman, contracted with Duval County to erect a courthouse 
on the lot which had been donated by Chairee and Roses for that 
purpose; however, work war not begun until 16°5,. When the 


timbers were ready for framing, the people gathered and under 
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66 

the guidance of Seymour Pickett, raised them in two days. The 
courthouse which was forty feet square and two etories high 
faced Forsyth Street. At first 1t was eupported by large hewn 
timbers; later, these were replaced by brick pillerc. Broad 
steps on the east and the west led up from the ground to a long 
wide portico supported by brick pillars, The building was 
entered through «a large double door about ten feet high, In- 
side, broad steps on the east and the west led to the upper story. 
The windows were about seven feet high and four feet wide, pro- 
tected by white pine double shutters which closed out the wind, 
rain, and “also the Light.*°” While the building was incomplete, 
the hall over John Warren's store was used ac a courteous, 
Ae the county failed to pay John Doggett, work on the building 
was helted. The Legislative Council on Pebruary 7, 1834 pasced 
the following Act: 

Whereas, the court house of Duval County 

is in an unfinished state, and there are yet 

due and owing upon the same, monice, which is 

believed will impose too burdencome a tax upon 

the people of Duval; and whereas, it is desirable 

to pay thore said sums and complete said build- 

ing; for the administration of Justice, as well 

as for the double purpose of an academy, for 


which purpose in part the said building when 
completed 1 designed: Therefore, be it en- 





“Spavie, op. ott.» pe 41. 


S7rpaa., pp. 41-42. 
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acted, that 4t shell and will be lawful for 
Joseph B, Lancaster, Ieaieh D. Hart, and 
William J, Mille, or any two of them under 
the direction of the County Court of Duval 
County, to raiee by lottery in such scheme 
or schemes as they may deem appropriate and 
advisable, any cum of money not exceeding 
G6000,00 providing, that the said persons 
which bind themselves in euch a menner as 
the said court shall direct, will and truly 
eonduct such lottery in good faith and to 
appropriate the proceeds to the object above 
stated. 


The managers of the lottery were allowed six per cent of the 
money raised. The uee of the courthouse ae an academy isa the 
first reference to a public school building in the history of 
the county, One of the early newspapers in the town states 
that the courthouse which was built in 1824 was still in an 
unfinished etate and required repairs in 1835, °° The plan for 
raiging the money to pay for the courthouse by lottery was 
evidently a failure because the Legislative Council repealed the 
Aot of 1834 on March 6, isa, Esgate deseribes the courte 
house as “one of the most substantial and best-built structures 
ever made of wood." 


Soon after the courthouse had been started, a jail was 





Ss ae, 1834, DP. A Gud, 
x, Jamuary 29, 1635. 


Wh notes 1842, p. 18. 
72 


Eegate, op. git., p. 16. 
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built on the northwest corner of Duval and Market streets. A 
few yeors later it wae burned; then a two room Jail was built 
in the yard of the courthouse. Both the courthouse and the jail 
were burned by the United States troops in 1863," 

, Tn 1630 Duval County had a population of 1,970. Separate 
returne for Jacksonville were not made until 1950, but its 
population was estimated at leas than three hundred, It was at 
this time thet Jacksonville desired incorporation, 
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Davis, QR. git., Pe 42, 


ited sew Tiel moot owe oe 
Lhat, ot tm waperts ives eds sped seeut pus 

EOOL ni oqooat stage better one 

almcage? OTC Lf to Wateoleaed p Has. saps sec 


oe |. th 
Lew 
jab 











ati tucd ‘aa £ Rates ‘efiam sar aiow 
ts omw fT shouted onal? gaacls nowt ta detdaises 
weoty asqerengne Serioh Pee at 





CHAPTER TWO 
BEGINNINGS OF JACKSONVILLE (CONTINUED) 


Jacksonville wae incorporated by Act 70 of the Legislative 
Counoll of 1832 which defined the boundaries of the town as “a 
point on the South bank of the river St. Johns, opposite Hogan's 
Creek, on the north side, running north half a mile up said 
creek, thence west one mile and a half to MoCoy's Creek, thence 
south to a point on the south side of the river St, Johns, 
opposite MeCoy's Creek, thence east to the point of wenioatae,*" 
The channel of the river wae ineluded in the corporate limits 
of the town, The charter which wee granted at this time was 
iiberal, it provided for a governuent vested in a gayor and a 
council of four aldermen to be elected annually by qualified 
voters, Candidates for these offices had to be residents for 
at least a month and to be “housekeepers therein," Beside the 
ordinary powers and duties granted to officers, the couneoil had 
the power "to regulate whearfage, dockage, and mooring and anchor 





1832, pp. 106-112. 
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ing vessels* and “to erect bridges and ferries and establieh 

the rates of ferriage and tol1e."” Section 14 provided that 
Isaish D. Hert, John L, Doggett, and Henry H, Burritt, or any 

two of them be appointed inepectors to superintend the election 
for mayor and councilmen on the first Monday in April, 1832. 

The election wae carried out in accordance with this section and 
William J, Milla, an outstanding business man, wae elected the 
firet mayor. 

Jacksonville was the ninth town in Florida to be incorpor- 

ated, 

| The charter of the town of Jacksonville was amended several 
times during the period before the Civil wer, On February 9, 
1834 the section of the charter which etated that a voter must 
be male, white, twenty-one years of age or over, and a resident 
of the town for one month was eliminated, Under the new act, 

the proper qualificetions were to be determined by the inspectors 
of the election, In addition, the name of William J, Mills wae 
substituted for that of 8. L, Burritt as an inspector of 
dheottoney” Then, on February 10, 19835, two more charter changes 
were made, Piret, the corporate limits of the town were changed 
“beginning at the mouth of MeCoy'e« Greek at the St. Johne River, 
running thenee up said creek opposite John W. Richard's sugar 





Aete of Lemislative Gouncill, 1432, p,. 110, 
Syp4a., 1034, pp. 60-63. 
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house; thence from said creek by a line running due north so aa 
to inolude said sugar house to the main road leading to St. 
Mary's River; thence by a straight line to Hogan's Creek at a 
point where Sweetwater Branch empties into said creek, down the 
game to the mouth, thence by a line due south to the south bank 
of the river St. Johns, thence up the bankof eaid river to 
Hendrick's Point, thence across the river to point of beginning. "* 
Secondly, the suffrage was given to all white male reecidents, 
over the age of twenty-one living in the town's limite for three 
months previous to any eleotaon.” Again, in January, 1837, 

the town was enlarged, this time on the north side, The boundary 
which previously ran to John Richard's sugar house now continued 
to a point on McCoy's Greek where Richard's fence joined the 
creek; then the boundery like ran across to the King's Road as 

in the previous boundary and down to the Hogan's Creek to the 
paver.” 

The town of Jacksonville had no charter for the year 1840 
as the charter of 1832 was repealed on March 2, 1840, However, 
the new charter provided broader powers os to health and quaran- 
tine, conetruction of docks, ferries, and public buildings, 






ANC LL» 1835, Pe 293, 


Prbid., p. 293. 
Srpad., 1B37, Pe 4. 
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provision for the poor, the establishment of schools, the 
limitation of the qualifications for voting to twelve months 
residence in Duval County and six months residence in Jackson- 
wehie.” Again, on March 4, 1842, the boundaries of the town 
vere increased, 

Jacksonville became a “oity" by an act of Legislature in 
1859, Under the charter amendment, the municipal officers cone 
fisted of mayor, eight aldermen, city marchal, city treasurer, 
and clerk of the council, all to be elected by the popular vote. 
Although the marshal was elected by direct vote, under the 
cherter, the mayor had the power of his nat 7 At this time 
the night law enforcement body consisted of two patrolmen who 
were selected by the marshal each day from the male citizens to 
serve from 6:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m, though by paying two dollars 
one could be excused from this duty only once. The duty of 
thece patrolmen was to arrest every colored person caught out 
after 9:00 Dem. without a pass from his owner. The jail, commonly 
known ac the "Jug," at the foot of Market Street, was the place 
of confinement until the morning when the offenders were brought 
before the mayor, fined, and lke eee 
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ibid., 1842, p. 21. 


Gold, op. its, P. 126. 
105. } Keene, 
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The period from the incorporation of Jacksonville to the 
admission of Florida into the Union was marked by an industrial 
awakening, Although development slong this line was somewhat 
retarded by such disasters an the Seminole War and the panie of 
1837, the fact that progressive enterprises were planned, and in 
some cases, underteken, shows that the people of Jacksonville 
were interested in the progress of the town, ven though the 
population of Jockronville in 1830 wae lees than three hundred, 
the incorporation of two rallroad companies, the eatabltahment 
of a newepeper, end the opening of a bank were indicative of 
the bustling sotivity of the oltizens. Both residents of the 
town and wealthy vientetion owners whe transacted their commercial 
and legal business in Jacksonville encouraged these enterprises, 

The first of the railroad companies to be incorporated was 
the Tloride Peninsula and Jaokeonville Railroad in 1934, which 
was authorized to construct and complete ® railroad from Jackson- 
Ville to Tallaharseee where it wae to be united with the road to 
St. nee The capital etook wae not to exceed 91,000,000 and 
J. B. Lancaster, 1, D, Hert, Farquhar Bethune, William 6, Hills, 
aml Stephen Mddy were appointed to teke subsoriptions end to 
aot as directors Sit dubbieiete.” 

“The second company wae the East Florida Railroad, incor- 


1834, p. 59, 
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porated in 1935 to bulld from any point on the St. Johns River 
to the Gulf of Mexico. The capital stock war to be limited to 
a haif a million dollars and subscriptions were to be taken at 
Boston, Massachusetts, St. Augustine, and other pointe in the 
rerritory..” Joseph B, Lancaster, I. D. Hart, Farquhar Rethune, 
William G, Mille, and Stephen Eddy were appointed to supervise 
the subscription book in sosmaeniinre;*” The route contemplated 
wae from some point on the St. Johne to the Gulf of Mexico, but 
with the provieco that it should not interfere with the route of 
the Plorida Peninsula. and Jacksonville railroad, Neither of 
these proposed roade was built because of the Seminole War and 
the panic of 1837, but their incorporation indicates interest 
in the industrial development of the town. 

Another enterprise which was begun at this time wae the 
establishment of the Jacksonville Gourder, on January 1, 1835, 
the firet newspaper in the town, The Sourker was published by 
L, Currier and Company, a Boston firm, and was edited by a Mr. 
Williams. Esgate says of the Courier, “1t was a neat and hand~ 
some paper, and was ably edited by one of the most genial and 
unselfish men that ever graced this ghanesttt However, the 
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Rerick, op. git., II, p. 169. 


14qo14, op. oit., p. 211. 


Sr scate, Qo. sit., p. 16. 
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Seminole War paralyzed almost every enterprise and the proprictors 
realizing that they could no longer continue, on September 1, 
1836 “left the country, never to td 

The third enterprise was the Bank of Jacksonville which 
wae incorporated in 1635 with a capital stock of °76,000 and a 
charter to run until 1860, ight per cent wae allowed for loans. 
Then, too, the bank had the privilege of issuing currency limited 
to an amount not to exceed three times the amount of money 
ectually in the vault of the Bank of Jacksonville, The money 
had to be redeemable in gold and silver and the stockholders 
were responsible in their corporate and individual capacity for 
the ultimate redemption of all issues and debts of the melita 
Ae the raising of capitel for the bank did not meet with success, 
on February 12, 1837, the Legislative Council extended the time 
of subseription to October 1, 1837, Joseph Dell, Joseph B, 
Lancaster, John L. Doggett, and Hardy MH, Phillips were named ae 
new superintendents. By January, 1838, $25,000 had been raised 
regardless of the panic of 1837, for an act of the Legislative 
Council, approved January 30, 1836, increased the capital to 
$100,000 and authorized the Bank of Jacksonville to increase its 
capital stock in such a manner eae the directors might ieee 
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Eegate, op. git., p. 16. 
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187 544., 1838, p. 12. 





L, 1838, pp. 294-207, 
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The creation of this bank, the insubstantial character of its 
capital, and its methods of doing business in gemeral was in 
harmony with the enormous inflation of credit characterictic of 
this period, Naturally, when the inevitable crises came, the 
Bank of Jacksonville, in epite of ite epectacular attempt to 
remain open, went out of existenes with the other banke in the 
country in 1640, 

In addition to the panic of 18637, two other disasters 
occurred which helped to retard the growth of the town, 

The first disaster of this period occurred on February 8, 
1835, the coldest weather ever known up to that time, or since, 
so far an the records go. A severe north wind blew for ten days 
during which time the temperature reached between seven and eight 
degrees above zero. The &t. Johne River was frozen for several 
reds from the shore. Wild groves as well as cultivated orange 
tresea were killed to the ground by the intense cold, 

To add to the difficulties, the Seminole Yar began in the 
winter of 1835. Resenting the treatment by the white men, the 
Indians took thie time for revenge, They came out of the swamps 
of Central Florida, attacking the white people living in the 
interior. Many of these people eseaped the Indians and sought 
refuge in the towns. Acting upon 4 suggestion by the governor, 
a blockhouse wae built in Jacksonville on the northeast corner 





19 
Records of Yeather Bureau, Jacksonville, Florida. 

















at eee Sageoey ab aseniawt pelos to | 
to oLtatieingtada Iipeso- to Hestin Ctl wh 

wie ose ponies oldedivan: eis split ethane Y 
ev tamiin thiesstheqe 032 % stign GB.» 
ot wh sind awtto ef? Apiw evnetoias We tee Smet gm 
oketean lS vote ot (fear to otang’ ef? af pare 
vos off YW Mavocq atl7 SCAIGS OF peqto:t do tiie 
2 Tsortede’ no Sewurnes Noltree alt So meaneds soeees 
,Sodte tm .ents tail? ict qu avert wre nachinoe teahioe Wl 
syah re? wl veld Sra ¢'me oreres A com Bhuepey , 
$fula one never sfmeted hocdenrt onde ' Ce To 
Lares tb% mesort. vbw Teen eto ee of? ‘Ouse " 
eaten fetevivtes 2a Liew on eereay SLE , conde oft 
| Sign eomeret ect yt bier ome OF fellte 
aff “i Mayes so alone? wit ,aottindl Tip sat ef nea 
sit? \rew ettvt: ont zo dwhmtoue? ef petonesen BERL R 
nae ame 20 feo gans ved? .ammevot 6b ome eit food ors 
Oil Ar gate ht efyneq ot tdw at galsondta ntee lke a) 
getitne Ban auto Loe etd Beeman slqoe7 sted? to’ qua’ | ‘0 | 


a a a 





ee 4 


‘Cy 


¢ ,Teatevon eit yt mplteopgee © cog galgso4 enwo? al? 
Sento Sanes‘daee eft no siltenoespsl gt ¢fiud saw onmes 


<sbitolt ,oliivnosdtost yf 





32 


of Monroe and Ocean stoeee” which was then the outer edge of 
the town, This building wae a large square room raised from the 
ground in a etilt-like manner, One entered through a door in 
the floor by means of a ladder which wae drawn up in case of an 
attack, Slits in the walls and the floor served as lookoute for 
Indians as well ase places through which to shoot, Sentries were 
placed on duty st night, for every rumor of Indiane in the 
section caused the timid to seek protection in the blockhouse 
after asta The blockhoure remained in this place for fifteen 
yeare during which time it served not only as a fort but eas a 
place for holding religious services and public meetings, 

By 1837, Jacksonville had become the gateway for the 
transfer of the United States troope to the ecene of the war. 
Troops came by way of the King's Road to Jacksonville where they 
emberked for the interior. During the stopover in Jacksonville, 
the troops used the courthouse for er Ac 2 result, the 
Legielative Council, on February 8, 1838, asked Congress for 
$6,000 for repaire on the courthouse.”* As Jacksonville wae a 
supply depot during the war, the United States government built 
& long, one etory building on the south side of Bay Street be- 





20 
Eagote, op. git., p. 70. 
4 Webb, op. cit., p. 120. 
"Gola, op. eit. ry Pe 114. 
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tween Main and Laura etreets to be used as a store room, 
According to the Courier the U. 5, Building and the government 
wharf were blown down by a gele which had begun on August 1, 1837 
The steamboat Eeseon wae used for the transporting of troops 
and suppliee up and down the St. Johne seen 

During the Seminole War many plantations along the river 
in the vicinity of Jacksonville were visited and destroyed by 
the Indians. The lettere of J, F, eclteen’” show the condition 
of this eection of the country during the war, Mr, Belknap, a 
Harvard graduate, had settled at Mandarin, Florida, to raise 
silk worme., In a letter dated July 10, 1940 he says that the 
continuance of the war and the totalfailureof the mulberry mar- 
ket deprived him of all resources, "Neither can I do anything 
at improving my orange grove without exposing myself to danger, 
for Indians are bolder than ever." He adds thet the Indians have 
conmitted murder upon the public reads, which, in the past have 
been traveled in safety, In another letter headed "Near Mandarin" 
January 1, 1642, he says, "the Indlane came into the very 
neighborhood of Mandarin, murdered one family end plundered and 
burnt out three... This 1s the third time I have been obliged 





24 
Davis, op. cit., p. 64. 
Jagksonville Courier, August 3, 18637, 
Reriok, op. @1%., I, p. 213. Also spelled “Eeeayon." 
a? 


Pn A of J. ?, Belknap reprinted in Davie, op. git., pr. 
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to abandon my place and sacrifice time, money, and everything but 
my Life..." 

Stephen Eubenk, in his will dated February 17, 1837, etates 
that the Seminoles had taken four hundred head of cattle, and 
eix horeee from hie plantation on Cedar Swamp, a few miles from 
Jacksonville, : 

Another etory of the Seminole raids is told by Z. T. Roberts, 
grendson of James MeCormick, to P. A. ona.” Roberts says that 
after his grandfather hed successfully defended hie home against 
the Indians, the invaders set out to the home of Berry Johne whom 
they shot from ambush, Mre, Johns, after dragging her husband 
into the house, barred the door, but the Indians battered it 
down, They seized her, shot her, took her scalp, set ha and 
the house on fire, and left. Mre, Johns still had strength enough 
to crawl to a pond by the roadside where she lay until che was 
found by her father-in-law and a Mr, Lowther,” Later, she was 
removed to a comfortable boarding house in Jacksonville where she 
received medical attention which led to her complete peourery,” 

An editorial in the Courier blames the continuance of the Indian 





28no1d, op. cit., p. 116. 
*rpad., ps 117. 
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raids upon the incompetence of the military posts, The editor 
sald that the Indians were "allowed" to come into the poste and 
towns and walk away with cattle, food, and scalps without 
interference from the soldiers 

Such conditions destroyed the compearatively extensive 
trade that Jacksonville had enjoyed with the interior and caused 
the abandonment of the enterprises which had been contemplated, 
It is assumed that the population of the town wae inoreased 
temporarily during this period by the people who were seeking 
protection from the Indians, by the adventurers who came from 
other places to enjoy the danger of the war, and by the people 
who were tired of hard timee and poor health in the north. After 
the danger of war passed, the plantation owners returned to 
their homes, and the adventurers looked for new frontiers, How} 
ever, the people who omme to seek health and fortune became 
residents of the town, 

One of theee residents who came to Jacksonville in 1838 
later became one of the town'e most valuable citizens. Dr. Abel 
Seymour Baldwin came to Florida for his health. Here, he 
practised his profecsion actively for sixty years, Though thie 
profession ie eufficient to absorb the energies of an ordinary 
man, fo great wae hie industry, hie capacity for work, and his 


fertility of intellectual resource that he was a leader in many 
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importent enterprises. For many years, before the United States 
weather service was organized, he kept a complete meteorological 
OT He wag a botanist who had traveled extensively study- 
ing plant life. Nie artistic neture was not neglected for he 
played several musical instrumente and carved on wood and piel 
Re was profoundly attached to Jacksonville, and hie long and 
useful life was devoted to the advancement of the interests of 
this town, 

At the time Dr, Baldwin arrived, the local conditions 
appeared to be primitive even though the trade was good and the 
merchants did a comparatively Large cane oes Mg The residences 
were moatly one story, cheaply built, wooden houses, The stores 
were rough buildings with crude fittings. A slab wharf, emall 
and rickety, was the only landing place for veesels, There was 
not a wheeled vehicle in town, sxcept a second-hand hearse and 
a drey. Sam Reed, a venerable colored man, with an equally aged 
aule, officiated in burying and areyine. 





33, ecord in City Directory of 1970. 
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CHAPTER THREE 
INTELLECTUAL AND RELIGIOUS DEVELOPMENT PRIOR 
TO THE CIVIL WAR 


During the twenty years preceding the Civil War, there was 
definite advancement slong intellectual and religious lines, 

After the firet failure of the newspaper Courier, the 
ownership pasted to Haslem, Dexter and jenenr,” but soon the 
paper Wae again discontinued, Once more the ownership passed 
to A. donee Jr. and Company who changed the name to the East 
Florida Advooate on September 7, 1839, This paper lasted until 
December, 1840,” In 1640 Alex McKay and Company proposed to 
start the Bast Plorids Journal’ 





but nothing ever came of it. 
There is a lapse in Jacksonville journaliem between January, 
1641 and December, 1642, It is odd for a town which had a newa- 
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paper for six years to be without one for two years, LEvidentiy, 
the town wae feeling the effects of the panic of 1837 and the 
Seminole Wer, 

The failure of the Zast Florida Advocs 
without a newspaper until G. M. Crouerd of Washington established 
a peper in December, 1842 enlled Tropical, Plant.” ‘The successor 

begman established in April, 
* of Palatka on June 20, 
been moved from St. Augustine to Jacksonville in 1942," 

In 1846 the Florida News, a Democratic newepaper, was 
traneferred from St, Ausuetine to Jackeonville where it led the 
field until 1848, At this time Columbus Drew, who worked on 
the old National Inteliicencer: 
editorial charge of the Bepublicen, a Whig seceniihe The Neves 
and the Republican beceme intense rivale, being political 
opposites, and did much fighting of a sensational character for 
their respective parties, The News enlarged ite paper on May 


s left Jackeonville 
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16, 1852 and improved the eT Both plants, however, 
were destroyed by fire in April, 1954,77 In time they reappeared, 
nm becoming the St. Johna Mirror and the —_ 
n edited by “teele and Secueteane In 
1865 Columbus Drew established a book and job printing business 
which afterwards became the firm of H, & Ww. B, Drew Company,” 
Though the conditions were not favorable to a system of 
free common schoole, there were efforts in that direction in 
the early daye. Laws had been passed by the Legislative Council 
as early as 1828 authorizing the lease of the sixteenth sections 
echool lands and the appointment of commissioners to take 


cherge of such lande,** The firet general school law passed 






in 1839 provided for thres trustees in each township to care 
for the echool section, and apply the profits for support of 
the echool,*® If there were no common schools, the trustees 
were to establish and maintain wie, = At the same time two 
per cent of the Territorial tax and suction duties were appropri- 
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ated for the education of poor orphan enatteda, © This was 
increased to ten per cent in 1840,°° The trusteer were elected 
by popular vote. As the homes were oo far apart and travel was 
eo uncomfortable, it wac difficult for the trustees to give much 
attention to achool matters. Later, the judges of county courte 
were made superintendents of the common schools, and the trusteece 
were required to make a report to the judges on the firet of 

each years? Still, nothing wae done along the lines of the 
common school in Jacksonville. Many of the families had private 
teachers for their children or sent them to private schools. One 
such private school was taught by a Mr. Roe who had a log house 
near the river, He taught a few months, then moved on to a new 
Levatatys”” Another example of the early school was the one 
eatablished by Golonel John Broward for his children and those 

of hie friends, The teachers were brought from the north and 

a full course of study wae offered, Among the teachers in Mr, 
Broward's school were J, P. Belknap, who had made a failure of 
hie ellk worm industry in Mandarin, and Mr. and Mre, Edward A, 
DeVoettes, who came from Charleston. Several children = 


from Jacksonville attended this echool. They were driven out to 
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Trout River, rowed across the river by a slave, spent the week 
at the Broward home, and returned to Jacksonville on reaey. 
In the decade before the Civil War, the children continued 
to be taught by private tutore. During this period there was a 
private school opened by Miss Lucy Berney on the edge of town,” 
4& Mrs, Kurvic conducted a echool on the northwest corner of 
Monroe and Newnan streete and Professor Quarterman was located 
on the corner of Market and Adame streets across from the Court- 
house,” Colonel Broward's community sehool, mentioned pre- 
viously, continued to function during this period, In the 
August 7, 1860 lesue of the Florida News, A. M. Reed advertises 
"School Booke for Bade,” By 1860, N. F. Brown had established 
a private echool for both boys and git He called it the 
Classical and English Institute and guaranteed full preparation 
for any college course. It seema that hie school building was 
used for many of the town meetings according to notices in the 
local paper, A "Female Institute" was established on August 6, 
1855 by Mr. and Mrs. Bornetead, The course of etudy was not 


etrenucus a5 a atudent was allowed to select as little as one 
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or two subjects. Tuition was paid according to the difficulty 
and number of the mtbentant? Evidently there wae another 
girls’ school in town as a stotement in the News of May 15, 1652 
eays that the "Jacksonville Pemale Institute han been in operation 
for two yoors,**' 

During this period there wae a distinct religious awakening. 
Barly in the forties several religious groups took the necessary 
steps to organize themselves and to build emall churches, The 
first church seemn to have been built by the Baptists in 1840 
on the northeast corner of Duval and Newnan streete. Prior to 
thie, religious services were held in the room above John 
Warren! ¢ weeieeat Later, the courthouse and the blockhouse 
were used for general worship. The following notice appeared in 
the Sourter: “Kev, Mr. Hackett, Catholic Priest, will preach 
this afternoon at seven at the Court House,* 

The organized church work of the Methodists in Jacksonville 
began in 1623 or 1824 when several itinerant preachers were 
sent into Last Plorida.’° Cowford wae on the circuit of Rev, 


John Jerry who made the lonely rides “on horseback, carrying 
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hie clothes, books, lunch, and a little sack of corn to feed 
his eaenkuat From the diary of Rev. Isaac Boring it is noted 
that Jacksonville was visited by the itinerant about once a 
month, He says, concerning hie vieit to Jacksonville, May 17, 
1829, *for the first time I waa allowed to preach in the court 
henee.t. Thies ie hie first reference to a specific place of 
worship in this town, There ie no doubt that after the block- 
house wae bullt, the Methodists held their services there, The 
firet church occupied by the Methodiets in Jacksonville wae 
erected o6.aUnionchaveh ..by.the Bepticte’ in 1860,°", Two 
churches holding services in the same building at the same time 
did not prove satisfactory eo the Methodists bought the church 
from the Baptista about 1645, Ae the congregation grew, the 
iittle chapel became too small to accommodate the worshippers. 
Buying the space on the corner, the Methodists erected a larger 
building in 1867" and named it St. Paul's, Thies building was 
used until 1889 when it wae sold to the Roman Catholics for $500, 
"Including the pews, pulpit, and bell," to be used for a parish 
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hell,” 


The Baptist denomination was orgenized in 1836 under the 
name of *fRethel Baptist Church" with six members, Mr. and Mre, 
James MeDoneld, Mr, and Mre, Eliee G. Jaudon, and two colored 
persona, Peggy (Jaudon) and Bacchus (naweras) °° Ac the congre- 
gation had increased by 1840, the Baptiets purchased the north- 
east corner of Duval and Newnan Streete where a smali frame 
meeting house was constructed, Prior to this, meetings were 
held once a month by Rev. Ryan Prier in the old EP ead 
On February 10, 1641, the Baptist church was incorporated and 
Williem B, Kass, Charles Merrick, Solomon Warren, Elias G. 
Jaudon, H. He. Phillipe and A. Aseian toeam™ were nomed 
trustees, In 1845 the Baptiste sold their church to the Nethod- 
jete and bought a plot of land in La Villa where they built a 
emall brick church, This church served as a station for both 
Confederate and Union seldiers during the wer between the 
states; 1t war never used ag a church again, In the meanwhile, 
the Baptists had erected a new church on Church Street between 
Leura and Hogan, the lot being «a gift from Deacon Jaadon,”*” 
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Probably the first Protestant Episcopal church services 
in the county were held in the courthouse at Jacksonville on 
April 12, 1629, by the Rev, Alphonse Henderron, 2 miccionary | 
from St. puenettun.” There was but one communicant living in 
town at that tine.” The Parish wae organized April 4, 1833 
according to the general lews concerning religious bodies, After 
the Episcopal congregation wae incorporated by an Act of the 
Legislative Counoil on February 23, 1839," the members began 
to raise money with which te build a church on the two Duval 
Street lote donated by John L, Doggett.*° the members were 
guceessful in raising money for the building because the corner- 
stone was laid on April 24, 1942, by Rt. Rev. Christopher 
Edwardes Gadsen, Bishop of South Carolina, and the building was 
completed in 1851 when it was consecrated by Rt. Rev, Stephen 
Blliot, Bishop of Geeveta.*” In building the early church, 
every person who contributed a certain sum of money was given 
a Geed to a pew in hie own right, and the same was entailed by 


48 
hie heirs, The early church head a choir led by the versatile 





ser egate, QP. Gib.» De 76, 








fais Sieg De 76, 
“4rpid., p. 76, 
45+ ¢ > #2 MEP LELEAGLV SE tf a Reh: JL A 1839, PR. 37-38. 
iol, op. git.) pe 108. 
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ds J Dand el ki BG; ; 
(Jacksonville, 1966) 


*Spavis, QR. Sit., p. 85. 
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Dr, Baldwin, who played the baes viol, and composed of J. ¥, 
Bryant, first flute; Williem Lancaster, second flute; Mre. A. 

M,. Heed, melodeon acoompanist and ¢inger; Mise Zlizga Lencaster, 
singer; end Williem Douglac, aiiieedt™ Mre. Susan L'inele loaned 
two omall weitere end two silver cups for the communion service °° 
The first reguiar rector was Rev, David Brown, who was succeeded 
in 1845 by Rev, John Freeman Young, who later became bishop of 
the dlocese, Kev. Isaac siare” became rector in 1846 and was 
succeeded by Nev. Ww. D. Marlow in 1081," It wae during Mr. 
Harlow's ministry that the firet church edifice was consecrated, 
At the close of Ny, Narlow's pastorate in 1855, Rev. WW. ¥. Bours, 
who later died in the yellow fever epidemic of 1887,°" became 
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reotor, Rev, Bours’ vacancy wae filled by Rev. ®,. L. Kerr, 


who wae followed by H, H. Hewett, a northern man, in 1061," 
The first record of a Presbyterian demonimation ir the 


charter granted by the Legislative Council on March 2, 1940, 
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0. Congar, Owen Dorman, Harrieon Blanchard (who was also named 
a trustee of the Episcopal Church), Stephen Eddy, and L. DD. 
. Miller were named as the trustees,” fhe services in the forties 
were held in a emall hource on the eoutheart corner of Ocean and 
Monroe streets as the church wae not built until 1857 or ra89,°" 
The Roman Catholier during this period received the ainie~ 
trations of visiting priests from St, Augustine and Tampa as the 
parish wee not organized until 1887, ©’ when the Rev, Frank Hemilton 
ceme from Savannah to reside permanently in Jackeonville as a 
pastor, The first purchase by the church wae the northwest cor- 
ner of Duval and Newnan streets from I. D. Hart probably in 
188," Although several of the o1d4 citizene have stated that 
there was a church building on the northwest corner of Duval and 
Newnan Streets as early ae 1981, there 12 no record of a church 
until 1867 at which time Rev, Mr, Hamilton supervised the build- 
ing of a “small though neat chureh and a handsome a Fag 
During this year the Methodists replaced their o14 structure by 
a lerger one, The Presbyterians, too, erected a church at this 
time but thirteen of thelr most active members moved to 
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Fernandina leaving br. J, H. Hitehell ae the only remaining 


male scentoan © 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
ANTE-BELLUM TRANSPORTATION 


Prom the earliest times the 5t. Johns River was the main 
highway of travel. Even the coming of the railroad did not seem 
to affect the importance of river transportation, 

John Brady sold his property (Mestre Grant) and moved to 
Alabama in January of 1623. Evidently he sold his ferry to 
John L. Doggett because the Legislative Council on December 29, 
1824, granted Doggett « franchise to establich a ferry on the 
St. Johne River at Jacksonville for a term of ten years and no 
one elee could ectablish or keep a ferry within five miles 
unless 1% were for private use. Hr. Doggett was required to 
keep a flat boat, in good repair, large enough to carry a 
loaded wagon and team; and to keep enough canoe boats to answer 
purposes of transportation at all times, The tolle were subject 
to the regulation of the county court and the Legislative 
bineky.” fhe ferry mentioned by Bartram in his travels during 
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1774 wae probably operated from the south side of the rive, It 
is believed that either William or Isaac Hendricks operated a 
ferry from the south side of the river as early ac 1800, Hever- 
theless, a seven year franchise to conduct a ferry “across the 
St. Johns River on the south side of the Cowford opposite Jacke 
sonville in the county of Duval" wae granted to William Hendricks 
on February 4, 1637, This frenehise carried exclusive rights 
for two nhtehet The following year Mr. Doggett's franchise of 
1824 was revised and continued until 1845,” Nothing was said 
about the effect of thie frenchise upon the one given to Mr, 
Hendricks the previous year so evidently there were two ferries, 

On January 5, 1859 a franchise was granted to William A, 
Young for a “SCowford Perry" at Jacksonville, Thie act provided 
that if any white man interfered with this ferry, he should 
forfeit $26, and if any Alegro or mulatto should interfere, he 
should receive thirtyenine inate 

In 1639 preliminaries for a proposed survey of the harbor 
- OF the &t. Johns River were made, The Legislative Council passed 
& resolution on January 29 petitioning Congress to appoint a 
competent engineer and te make a suitable appropriation to survey 








Agts ¢ O11, 1837, pp. G9, 


Sa0ld, op. obt., pe 115, 
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ibid., pe 125, 
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the bar of the 8t. Johns ravers” The resolution and preamble 
show the importance of the river at this early date, 


Whereas, the river St. Johns in fast 
Florida, is one of the firet magnitude upon 
the Atlentic Coast, south of the Potomac, being 
some two to three miles in width, and extending 
from ite mouth into the interior through a fertile 
region more than three hundred miles, connected 
at varioue pointe with important navigable tribu- 
taries, and looking to the time, which it ie 

P is aot far distant, when the Indians, who 

bit a great portion of the lands bordering 

upon the said river and ite tributaries, will 
be removed, and the pursuits of agriculture no 
longer be interrupted; and whereas, the commerce 
of the aaid river is rapidly increasing and ites 
waters must soon become the outlet to the pro- 
duction of a vast extent of country and whereas, 
it is confidently believed and asserted by 
practical and scientific men that the bar at 
the mouth of the said river is eusceptible of 
great importance and thet a break-water would 
deepen the water upon said bar and eminently 
improve ite navigation... 6 


As the harbor of the St. Johne was growing, a Board of 
Port Werdens was createé by the Legislative Council in 1639, 
At first the board consisted of three members; later it was 
increased to five, The rates of pllotage at the bar had been 
established a few years before, The pllots were allowed $2.00 
for each foot of water which the vessel drew, and $2.00 per day 
for each day the pilot was detained on board, end should any 


he BA 1839, De 61. 
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vessel, bound for the port of the St. Johns without a pilot, 
refuse to take a hailing pilot, such pllot could demand and 
receive from the master of the vessel the same fee as if he had 
been received on board, The mester of any veesel outward bound, 
refusing to take on board a pliot, was liable to pay one-half 
of the pilotage, and the fees were made recoverable before any 
court of justice, 

The firet steamer to ply the waters of the St. Johns River 
‘was the "George Washington,” in 1630," Thie steamer was followed 
in 1654 by the "Plorida." During the Geminole War the “Zeseon*” 
or seecewkea*te carried government troops and supplies on the 
viver, During the forties, a omail eteamer called “Sarah 
Spaulding,” captained by Paul Canova, plied between Jacksonville 
and Fort Miiton on Lake Monroe. The *Derlington" came in 1852 
ami remained the regular boat from Jacksonville to Enterprise 
until 1860, Mr. James Brook, the captain, found his business of 
earrying passengers to interprise eo profitable that he built a 
tourist hotel at the end of the line and added the "Hattie Brook" 


to hie eteanboat route.” Naturally, Captain Brock could not 






Srewke, Op. git. 
*esgate, Ode Gite, Pe 16, 
LOplortide News, May 16, 1852, 
Ligpaa., May 22, 1852. 
12reriok, op. oit., Il, p. 214, 
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long maintain his business unrivaled, The "William Barnett" 
captained by Thomare Shaw war put on the same route by another 
ovtpény,* A yeor later her boiler exploded killing her captain 
and a number of passenrers, 

| Steamboat navigation between Savannah and the St. Johns 
River began about 1645, the earliest boats being the "Ocnulgee," 
*St. Mathews," and "Willian eawten, «°° In 1651 the "Welaka* 
and "Magnolia" were placed on thie line, but, through misfortune, 
both became wreeks, These two were repleced in 1853 by the 
"Seminole" and the "St. Johns," These, too, were destroyed by 
fire at the dock in Jacksonville, The hull of the *t,. Johne" 
wae raised and rebuilt; after the War Between the Statec, her 
name was ohanged to “Helen Guneyen” The last of these ante- 
bellum boate bulit for this line was the “magnificent” Lron 
steamer, "it, Marye," commended by Captain James Yeiemeasie 

Not to be outdone by Savannah, Charleston, too, established 

@ line through Jacksonville to Palatka, In 1851 Captain Lewie 
M, Goxetter put on the "fine* steamer "Florida" followed in two 
years by a larger veesel "Carolina." Before the war, he added 
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the "Everglades," one of the most "magnificent” steamers on the 
St. Johne; the “Ceolle,* a "fine" iron steamer; the "Gordon" 

and the "Callahan," ocean going steamerr, to the line, The 
“Gordon,” commanded by Captain Thomar Lockwood, afterward became 
famous ag the steamer on which the Confederate States commission- 
ere to England and France, Merton and Slidell, ran the blockade 
at Charleston Harbor and proceeded to waren The Charleston 
and Savannah linee were both re-established after the war, 

There were aleo many small craft and privately owned boate 
on the St. Johns, One of these noted river boats was the 
"William Gaston" captained by Charles Willey who wae noted for 
blowing his whistle to the great annoyance of many who wished 
to sleep after mianight.+® one observer stated that he had 
seen 91x echooners in Jacksonville at one time taking on 
Lunes,” Thie eituation brought up a problem in law enforcement. 
The presence of many sallore, who, after patronizing the barroon, 
made 1% difficult for the local authorities to enforce the vee 
Ae a result, the Legislature gave the sheriff of Duval County 
powers to cope with the sallors, On December 22, 1856, 1% wae 
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made unlawful for any sailor of any veesel lying in the St. Johns 
River, or Black Creek, to enter the premises of any citizen, or 
to use firearma upon the premises of any citizen of the county | 
on the Sabbath, the penalty being from twenty to one hundred 
dollars fine, 

The phrase “returning in time to meet the tide at the bar* 
appears in all the advertisements of the steamboat lines during 
this period, Although the St. Johne iver wae more than well 
sulted to large steamboat navigation, much constwise and foreign 
trade was delayed by shallow water on the river bar. One of 
the firet citizens to realize that this condition was retarding 
the commercial growth of the town was Dr. A. 5. Beldwin,. After 
atudying thie problema from a scientific as well ae from a 
practical etandpoint, he decided that the water at the bar could 
be deepened considerably by closing Fort George inlet, He 
published a four column report of hie findings in the Florida 
ina In the same issue, the editor urged the people to study 
the plan ani to offer commente, It was aseumed, he said, that 
this work could be done for about §15,000 to $20,000," A week 


later the News oorried a notice that all oltizens interested in 
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in the improvement of the bar would meet on May 7 at Mr. Brown's 
school house,”* The meeting wae held according to the Jews, Dr. 
Baldwin, the principal speaker, spoke for more than an hour, 
showing maps, charte, scientific data end answering questions 
about his report. The meeting then decided that a committee 
pomponed of Dr, Baldwin, I, D. Hart, and Dr. Charles Byrne, 
should "get behind our delegation in Congress" to secure the 
necessary funde for this entertakinicn The committee evidently 
aoted immediately for in a statement prepared by Mr, Edward ¢. 
Cabell, representative from Florida in Congress, he said "the 
bar at the entrance of the St. Johns oan not ordinarily be passed 
by vessela drawing over thirteen feet, but inside it ie navigable 





by veosels of twenty-five feet draft, as far up as Jacksonville 
ooo@n effort will be made this fall (18652) to deepen the water 
at the bar to twenty feet by an expenditure of $20,000," on 
December 11 the News announced the arrival of Lt. Wright of the 
ingineer Jorpa to take charge of work for the improvement of 
the wave However, Dr, Baldwin's plan was proved impractical 
ond the interest of Congress war turned by Senator Yulee to the 
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*Crerick, op. Olt., II, pp. 173-174, 
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development of the rival harbor, Parmnienne”” 

The land transportation problem in Jacksonville was quite 
an unsatisfactory one even in 1850. George BR. Fairbanks in a 
communication to the Jackson 





seribes the various routes a traveler would be obliged to take 

if he were leaving the town. To get to St. Auguetine from 
Jaoksonville, one could suffer a forty mile drive over King's 
Road, or one could take a steamer up the St, Johns River to 
Picolats, then take the "primitive hack" for an eighteen mile 
drive to St. Augustine, accomplished in Bridier's stages in four 
hours over 2 rord thet was sometimes wet and always sandy. To 
get to Tallahasces, one might take a steamer from Jacksonvilie on 
the 5t. Johns to Middleburg on the Black Creek, transferring here 
to a hack line which went through to Tallahassee via Newnaneville, 
Madison and Monticello, stopping every night at the stage stand 
and reaching Tallehaseee in five or six daye; or one might go via 
Savannah, Macon, and Thomasville; or by steamboat down the 
Chattehoochee River from Columbus, Georgia. To get to Pensacola 
from Jacksonville by the shortest route, one had to go to Savannah 
by boat, then by rall to Meoon and Montgomery, and then south to 
Pensacola, Later, the stage route to Black Creek, Newnansville 
to Tallahassee was changed to a hack line from Jacksonville to 
Alligator. The road war very rough, "roote lying on the surface, 
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the impact with which would send the unprepared passenger up 
against the top or with a painful jerk against the standards. 

The weary four-milee-or-less-an-hour drag during the leng, dark 
nights, for then the hacks kept on night and day, wae an experi- 
ence long to be De YP. Both the etege lines and the 
steamboat companies tried to outdo each other in advertising in 
the local papers, To moderate some of the discomforts of travel, 
a plank road from Jacksonville to Alligator was begun, The road 
commenced at Bay and Newnan streets, extended up Newnan to Duval, 
Duval to Leura, Laure to Ghureh and on towards Alligator, After 
eight miles had been completed, the work ceased because, in the 
meanwhile, a railroed was projested. 

When Florida became a state in 1846, there was but one 
rellroed in the whole stete and that was the Tallahassee, St. 
Marks and Iola-St,. Joseph Laney? On January 12, 1849 the first 
Internal Improvement Act wae passed by the estate lerislature 
authorizing special and limited co-partnerships, or aseociatione, 
to be formed for the purpose of constructing reilroads, or 
canals, or making other internal improvements in the state, In 
a statement made about internal improvements of Plorida prepared 
by Plorida's representative to Congrese in 1662, Mr, Zdward 
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Cabell, recommended the construction of seven railroads in 
Florida, four of which would pase through or terminate on the 
&t,. Johne River or at Jeckspavitie, However, there was no 
acceptable method of aiding the railroad construction until 
January 6, 1855 when the legislature approved a plan of internal 
improvement which is underetood to be the production of David 

L. Yulee, Fernandina, and James T. Archer, Tallahaesee, although 
Richard Long, Tallahassee, Dr, A. 5. Bahdwin, Jacksonville, and 
John ¢, Pelot, Manatee, were also on the eountttee. This biil 
wee a generel law which involved material sid to the railroad 
companies, 

One of the first corporations to take advantage of this 
genersl law wae the Plorida Atlantic and Gulf Central to build 
& sixty mile line from Jacksonville to Aieaieen,”” Ite presi«- 
dent was Dr. A. &. hiese. one of the authors of the Internal 
Improvement Act of 1865, To carry on the work of the railroad, 
Jacksonville issued bonde in 1857 for $60,000,°" These were the 
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first bonds to be issued by the town of Jacksonville, Ground 
was broken for the road early in March, 1857, PF, F, L'Engle 
was the first locating engineer; later, James L. Gregg was the 
chief engineer until he was killed in ye Judson House, March 

19, 1859," The road reached Lake Gite” on Maroh 13, 1860, 

On the fifteenth of March, the railroad company offered an 
exourgion to Lake City. This was quite an unueusl celebration 
for many people had never ceen a railroad engine. Although 

some resoted unfavorably to the new invention, the train, pulled 
by the locomotive “Jackeonviile,” left town with a capacity 
co. A week later the railroad company offered a similar 
excursion to the citizens of Lake City. The people of Jackeon- 
ville took thie opportunity to stage a large celebration. The 
visitors were welcomed by Dr. H, Steele, the mayor, and a barbecue 
wae prepered in the osk grove on the corner of Laure and Forsyth 
atreets. After the barbecue, a ceremony took place at the Judson 
House, in which Misc Holland, of Jackeonville, and Mise Kate 
Ives, of Lake City, with pitehers mingled the waters of the 5t. 
Johns and Lake Desoto. After thin performance Columbus Drew 
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read an original poem, “Iiailway Greeting," which he had written 
for this oovasion.” 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
JACKSONVILLE BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR 


Until the sixties Jackeonville was a small but interesting 
village “which had not yet arrived at the dignity of paved 
streets." Bay Street was a sandy trail about thirty feet 
wide and upon thie road between Ocean and Pine atreets all the 
bueiness was located. Mrs, Abigail 5, Barre, one of the o14 
residents, said that “in the harbor there were always a great 
many schooners from different perte of the world who had come 
here for lumber, and the sailors constantly patronized the bare 
roome and were a menace to all law abiding citizens. The 
dwelling houses were ecattered baok on the sandy trails that 
led north, east, and west into the weede,** Prom a description 
of the town about 1860° given to fT, Prederick Davis by Mrs, W, 
M. Bostwick, an old resident, the following chart and legend hase 


been made. 
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9. 


10, 
12, 
13. 
14. 
15, 


16, 


LEGEND 


Long wooden one story building called "Government Building" 


Sawmill of My » J. B. Barbee 
Reatroyed by fire at an esrly date 


Stere and wharf of General Thomas Ledwith 

Sueceeded by Alsop & Bours 

Joined by a brick building oceupied by C, D. Oak, jeweler 
Store of Gunby & Fernandes 

Sueceeded by Pernandez & Bisbes 

Succeeded by Bisbee & Canova 

Store of S. N, Williams 

Book store of McRory 


Building of Finegan and Belchasse 
Succeeded by Dr. Theodore Yartridge 


Store of Bellows. 


Stere of Santo 
U. 8. Hall delivered from here at first 


Store and tailor shop of Morris Keil 
Dwelling end wharf of Captain Charles Willey 
Succeeded by Columbus brew 

Fieh market--first market in town 

Ferry of Judge J. L. Dogrett 


Large grove of trees ere out-of-door functions were 
carried on 


Small shop of a carpenter 


‘Dwelling of E. A, DeCottes 


Dwelling of Stephen Vandergrift 

Steep gand hill where children played 
Machine shop 

fewmill and dwelling of Finegan 
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Grist mill 

Large cornfield 

Residence of Tony Canove 

"Merrick House" which wae sald to be “haunted” 

Residence of J. C. Hemming 

House of Mr, Adame, afterwards Mr, Gillett, later Mr, Mooney 


One of the oldest houses in town 
Ocoupled by Watermans, afterwearde Hickmans, later Dr. Murdock 


Storehouse, leter school houce 

Residence of J. L. Doggett 

Homestend and law offices of J. L. Burritt 
Moet pretentious hougce in town 


Boarding house of I. D. Hart 
House kept by Mr, eer Hatch, Mre, Flotard, Mre. Maxey, 


| Mpe, Taylor, Mre, Hedr 
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40, 


41, 


42, 
43, 
44, 
45. 


Residence of Mr. Harrison 

Two etores of Dr. Byrne 

Large building for offices 

Residence of Judge J. C. Cooper 

Property of Zeb Willey, later Phillip Fraser's house 
Home of Captain Armstrong 

Small estore of Captain John Middleton. 

Office of Dr. Rex 

Colored barber shop of Henry Houston 

Stowe of Paul Canova 

Wine and liquor firm of Miller and Blackwood 
General merchandise store of Dr. Foreman, afterward Gunby 
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56. 
57. 
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General store of Barnard & Farrer, afterward Mose & Ambler, 
later Ambler & Hoeg 


Store of Rosenthal, first Hebrew merchant 

Tailor shop of Goff 

Store of Mr, Cutter, later Morris Keil 

Residence of Thomas W,. Jones 

Home of the Mills, afterward Mre, Bowman, later J, ¥. Bryant 
Home of William Douglas, later Ross 

Here, under huge tent, a treveling daguerrotypist took "fine" 
pictures. 

Grocery and dry goode store of A, M. Reed 

Shop of Calvin Oak, gunsmith 

Residence of A, M. Reed, later T. Douglas 

Stablee and garden of A, M. Reed 

Home of Dr. Foreman 

Garden, home, and office of Dr, Baldwin 


Dwelling of A, M, Reed, later occupied by Walter Kipp, Mre. 
Herbert, Captain L'ingle, George Powers, Judge Rodney Dorman 


Home of Cyrus Bisbee 

House of I, D, Hart 

Home of Judge Bethune 

House of Myers family . 

House of Jane and Dick, servente of Mrs, Douglas 


‘Home of Donaldsons, later Thebaute 


West of this was a large grove of trees where celebrations 
were held 


Home of Turknetta 
Mouse of servants 
Home of Mre, Poinsett, afterward Kipp, later Xeil 
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Home of Mrs, Dewees 


Dwelling occupied at Gifferent times by Kipps, FPlotards, 
fraceys, Heallidsys, Sandersons 


Boarding house of Crespos 


flouse ocoupied at different times by Barnards, Crabtrees, 
Gregorys, Allisons, Hearns, Suttons, Crespos 


Home of William Grothe 

Residence, office, and stables of Dr. H. D. Holland 
Buffington House 

Home of Stephen Fernandez, later br. R. PF. Daniel 
Jewelry shop of William Grothe and U. 4%. Post Office 
Dwelling of Mra, Maxey 

Clerk's office 

U. 3. courthouse 


Jail enclosed by high brick wall on top of which was barbette 
of broken glass 


Small house of Mre, Herbert, teacher 


Home of John Pons and his son-in-law, Jack Butler 


Home of Mr, Barbee 


Odd Fellows Hall 
Upper story used for lodge, lower story used for school, 
yerd used for playground 


Homes of Dr. Theodore Hartridge and his mother-in-law, Mrs, 
Hobby. Before 1861, a sea captain's home 


‘Home of Mr, Pons 


Home of Felix Livingston 
Home of Mre, Fennimore, fachionable dressmaker 
Home of the Plemings 
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Home of Judge Lancaster, later of Hearns, Suttons, Garnies 
Home of Capt, William Rose 
Boarding House 


a Houee etables, later converted into California 
ouge 


House of the Gibsaons 

Home of Congars 

Small meeting house of Presbyterians 
Home of Ledwithe 


Home of Ximanea, Spaniards, who were fishermen and mocking- 
bird salesmen 


Home of Columbus Drew, Sr. 


Blockhouse, later boarding houses of Mrs, MoCoy, Mrs. 
Creighton, Mrs, Mattair 


Residence occupied successively by J. W. Bryant, Judge 
Vaniel and others 


Episcopal Chureh 
Church 
Church 


Homes of free Negroes called Negro Hill 
Owned by I. D, Hart 
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Efforts to beautify the town were begun about 1850 when 
a@ negro, April Sauriz, upon the direction of Dr. A. S. Baldwin 
and General Thomas Ledwith, planted liveeoak and water-osk trees 
along the streets of Jacksonville, In later years these trees 
added much to the beauty of the city and caused the city to 
deserve the name of “Forest cuty."” There were not many lawns 
or gardens at this time ae the grace and bushes were cut close 
to the ground for fear of enehinet Colonel Ledwith tried to 
improve hie yerd by planting Bermuda grace and Dr. Baldwin 
attempted ea garden although it was "in bad need of apaineges*” 
There were very few orange trees within the town's limits be- 
cause people were disguated with raising them after the freeze 
of 1635, 

More successful than the artistic development of the town 
wan the industrial development in this period, During this time 
the principal industry wae lumber and naval stores, In 1850 
the first circular saw mill in East Florida was built at the 
mouth of the Potteburg Creek, The following year John Clark 


bullit the second cireuler saw mill on East Bay Street near 
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Hogan's Greekj later, he added a planing ones? During 1661 and 
1652 steam saw mille were established by the Taylor Mill, Pinni- 
gan and Company, Seott and Boulter, Poster and Stephens, Reed, 
Holmec, and Wilson, &, Pairbenke, and P, hooey” Local trade 
was maintained larprely by furnishing supplies to the mille and 
loggers. In the logcing business slaves were usually hired from 
their masters, Advertisements for slave labor appear from time 
to time in the local papers of thia time. A chopper was supposed 
to cut ten logs a daye-for all over that amount he was paid and 
ailowed to keep the money. A good ax man could cut twice his 
quota ina day. it wae observed by Tenney, a northern lumberman, 
that “as far as ou observations and experience went, the in- 
stitution of slavery wae far from being the ‘horror of horrors!’ 
that people of free states imagined it to an In 1855 the 
annual exportation of lumber wae 25,000,000 rest,” 

Since ite earliest days Jacksonville has been a town of 
hotels, From the time of John Brady and Daweon and Buckles, the 
fame of Florida as a health resort spread over the country. As 
far beck as 1823, Charlee Vignolles wrote of the climate of 
Florida and ite effect upon health: 
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That the climate of Florida ie good for 

patiente of 4 consumptive habit, 19 notoriouse- 

several persons during the last winter and 

epring, from Carolina and eleewhere, having 

recovered their health, And that the air is 

not at any season hurtful is generally known 

by the fact that the ladies walk, unharmed, 

after dark with only a light covering over 

their heads... 
That this and other information about Plorida increased the 
populetion in Cowford 19 evidenced by the fact that I. D, Hart 
moved to the town and built a large home which wae used as a 
boarding house profitably for twenty years, Othere, too, built 
houses for the purpose of keeping boarders, but it was not until 
1646 thet the first "“hotel" was bullt by Oliver Woods at the 

13 
southwest corner of Adame and Newnan streets. This hotel wae 
14 | 
purchaged in 1860 by Samuel Buffington and its name wae changed 
to Buffington House. After he improved the property and made 
16 

additions until the hotel consisted of nearly a hundred roome, 
Buffington House wae destroyed by fire in 1659. By 1852, there 
were three other small hotels, the Taylor House, on the corner 
or Day ond Market; the Crespo House, on the southeast corner of 


Adame and Ocean; the Coy House, on the site of the old Seminole 





ee ep. git., I, p. 114. 
TF ute. Op. git., p. 135. 
14 ote 1, Auguet 7, 1650. 
WSravis, op. Olt, De 135. 








73 


16 
Blockhouce. All of there hotels had adverticemente in the 
According to A. J, Day of Damariscotta, Maine, 





Jacksonville needed a first clase hotel, so he decided to erect 
one, 

tix, Day began by purchasing the western half of the block 
between Julia and Hogan streets, from the river back to Forsyth 
Street for $3000,” Next, he brought his labor from Maine but 
the contract for the lumber was given to a local man, John Clark. 
The hotel was completed, named "Judson House," and opened ite 
aoors for business in November, 1854, 0, L. Keene, who was the 
manager from Ooteber, 1855 until March, 1862, describes the 
hotel as being a wooden building of four stories fronting 136 
feet on Bay Street and 136 feet on Julia Street. There were 110 
sleeping rooms, two fine psrlors, a reading room, a spacious 
office, a dining room 80 by 40 feet and “all the necessary 
appointments” for an up-to-date hotel of that time. The build 
ing had an upper and lower piazza on both fronts making over 600 
feet of plazza space. The ground below Bay Street on the river 
front aleo belonged to the hotel and wae used ac a vegetable 
garden, ’° It is said thet the cost of the hotel was $125,000." 
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Tenney, & northern lumberman, in a deseription of Jacksonville 
in 1859 implies that the only redeeming feature of the “little 
village and a poor one at that* wae one good hotel--the Judson 
House.” Judson House was burned on Merch 11, 1882 by a mob of 
men thought by some to be Confederate edttngnas by othere to 
ve alpiiteee,* 

Two other enterprices were established in Jacksonville in 
1859, The first gas worke were built on East Bay Street by a 


7 The capital wae $16,000 taken 
24 


Mr, Waterhouse of New Jercey.” 
up in small eubseriptione by various citizens, The gae was 
made of feta: and the price at that time was 56,00 a thousand 
oubic feet. The other enterprise was the buliding of the first 
telegraph line in thie section from Jacksonville to Baldwin 
where 1% connected with a line from the aaneny 

Besides business enterprises, organizations for common 
interests were formed during thie period. 


The Florida Lodge No. 1 of the Independent Order of odd 
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Fellows was established in Jacksonville in 1844, A lodge room 
wae built on the southeast corner of Adams and Market streets , 
on a lot donated by one of ite charter members, John L, smneue” 

In Jacksonville, Dr. A. 8, Baldwin organized the first 
Medical Society in Florida in 1853, The original membere were 
Dy. Baldwin, Dr. Charles Byrne, a former army surgeon and oute 
standing citizen; Dr. KR. P. Daniel, e former navy surgeon; J. 
Gadeen Dell, collector of curtome for the port; Dr. Henry D. 
Holland, planter and physician; and Dr, John S, Murdock, physician 
from South beet Another early physician who deserves 
eredit for hia activities is Dr. Miles Jonee Murphy who came to 
Jackeonville in 1656 from South Caroline. He secured a shanty 
near the edge of town, had it whitewashed inside and out, put a 
‘gancer case in one room and an incurable ulcer patient in the 
other, This venture, which was supported by Mre. Murphy and 
Mrs. Theodore Hartridge,- was the first movement for a hospital 
in Jacksonville, 

The Jacksonville Light Infantry wae organized April 30, 
1857, The riret street perade wan held July 4, 1859 when the 
company marched to Gact Jackeonville where they had two hours 
of target restos, 
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Many calamities occurred during thie period, The first 
was an epidemic of dengue or broken-bone fever which came in 1849, 
Fortunately the period of diceare was short and no deaths coourred. 
A more serlous epidemic of enalipox war experienced during the 
eummex’ Of 1853, It seems that an outetanding citizen, Mr. J. W. 
Bryant, contracted this direace in Georgia, when he returned, he 
was taken sick at the Buffington House, Both his friends and 
the other oocupants of the hotel soon developed cases of smallpox 
whieh resulted in a severe epidemic, 

The ringing of the fire bell which hung frees a tripod over 
the public well at Rewnen and Adams etreets on April 5, 1864 
notified the citizens that the town was being destroyed by fire. 
Ae early ac 1850 efforts had been made to improve the method 
of fire fighting in detain by digging welle at inter- 
eeotions, installing belle at convenient places, and buying a new 
fire engine, The engine was not complete though, for Mre, Maxey's 
boarding house burned because the engine had no suction hose 
with which to draw the water from the river efter the wells at 
the interseations had "gone Py ag On April 17, 1852 a group 
of interested citizens met for the purpose of organizing a Fire 
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Engine Company.” The committee appointed at this time later 
recommended that the fire engine, which hed been bought in 
1850, could be repsired for thirty dollars and that equipment 
oufficient for protection could be purchased for two hundred 
dollars, The committee also recommended that a committee of 
thirty-two capable people be appointed a8 & permanent Pire 
Engine Genpenas However, the fire which broke out ln 1554 
proved that the Pire Engine Company wes not organized nor well 
equipped enough to pretect the town, In four hours the business 
portion of the town was in ruins, It is supposed that a sperk 
from the Charleston steamer "Florida" ignited 5, N. Wiliiam's 
hay shed on the wherf, Ac there was a strong wind blowing at 
the time end as the building material used in Jacksonville waa 
mostly pitch pine, the fire epread rapidly in all directions, 
ivery exertion was made by the citizens, firemen, ladies, and 
Negroes to control the flames, but, unfortunately, a portion 

of the fire apparatus was burned. The two printing offices of 
mn and the Newa were destroyed, the latter entirely, 





and the former partielly. Seventy buildings were destroyed, 
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At the time that the fire was destroying the business 
section of the town, a severe epidemic of scarlet fever wae 
raging. Numbers of persons died as the type was most OE a 

When the newe of the yellow fever epidemic in Savannah 
during 1854 reached Jackeonville, the citizens were determined 
that the town would not be exposed to a third epidemic. 380 the 
authorities prohibited the Savenneh stesmers stopping or passing 
by Jacksonville on their way up the St, Johns, Captain Nick 
King who brought the mail from Savannah laughed at this procla- 
mation and proceeded to paas by Jacksonville, At thie defiance, 
a group of citizens got an o1d condemned cannon, took it to the 
foot of Catherine Street, loaded 1% with a 32 pound shot, and 
waited for Nick King to come back. About dark the steamer came 
into sight olose in on the opposite side of the river, As the 
boat came in line with the pointed cannon, the shot was fired 
and the ball paseed through the forward gang-way of the vessel, 
The gun was rapidly reloaded, this time with a 6 pound shot, 
and fired; the ball passed through the cabin of the ship almost 
hitting a Negro who was lighting a Yep?” The steamer made no 
more trips until the epidemic at Savanneh was declared at an end. 


This real shotegun quarantine probably prevented the introduction 
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of the yellow fever in 1654, 

The whole country wont through « money panic in 1854, 
Although the effecte were felt in the Jacksonville lumber in- 
dustry, trade was maintained and there was not a faliure in busi- 
wedbet With a profound falth in the future of the town, the 
citizens were busy rebuilding the stores which had been destroyed 
by the fire. Better buildinge were erected, and in some caces, 
substantial brick buildings replaced wooden shanties, 

Again, on November 15, 1656 at four-thirty in the morning 
a destructive fire broke out in a block of wooden buildings on 
the south side of Say Street between Pine and Laura streets, 

The firemen had difficulty in confining the flames to the south 
side of Bay street.” 

Two inches of ice formed on poole and the margin of the 
St. Johns River on January 19, 20, 1067, The temperature went 
down to 16° and again, the orange trees were killed, 

The following summer the yellow fever was brought to 
Jackeonville from St, Mary'c, Georgia, by Mr, Nathan Vaught who 
lived neo MeCoye Creek, ‘The McFalle, who lived near the Vaughte 
soon took the fever, and from there, 1t was spread to the 
Currys who lived near them, In the meanwhile, friends called on 
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the sick end in this way contagion epresd through the town, 
Business was suspended as many people left town to escape the 
dread disease. The only store which remained open was a drug 
etore operated by Dr. E. P, Webster who prepared the necessary 
medicines for those who could not pay as well as for those who 
could pay. Grars grew up in the deserted streets; steamers 
passed by the town at full epeed; there wee no contact with 
the outer world during the summer of 1857, One hundred and 
twenty-seven deaths ocourred out of the six hundred cases of 
som, or ten per cent of the total population of the town 
Gied at this time, Fortunately, there came an early frost on 
October 26, and on Movember 20 the temperatwre fell to freezing. 

The population of Jacksonville in 1850 according to the 
United States Census was 1,045, An ineorease of 199 per cent 
wag made over the estimated population of 1840, tegate estimates 
that there were about five hundred white people in town in 1850. 
Twenty-two per cent of the people in Duval County lived in 
Jeoksonville at this time. 

In the years 1850 to 1860 the town doubled ite population, 
During 1660 travel and the mails increased, steamers came and 
deported regularly, and businese was good, But as the news- 
papers began to give more space to editerlals on the abolishment 





Sun, February 1, 1976, 


61 


of slavery and travelers began to bring in more comment on the 
grave probleme facing the country, the public mind drifted into 
political, rather then into commercial, channels. 


CHAPTER SIX 
JACKSONVILLE IN THE CIVIL WAR 


Although Plorida seceeded from the Union on January 10, 
1861, there was a distinct element of opposition to secession in 
Jeokeonville, This opposition came from a group of northern men 
who had invested a large amount of wealth in the lumber business, 
Many of these men had become outstanding citizens, During the 
year 1660 the question was debated both in public and private 
places, It ie eaid that when the passenger train would come 
into the station, all hands would leave the coaches for the 
platform where they would listen to a fiery speech by some 
prominent passenger, then resume their former places and go on, 
The Jacksonville Light Infantry, commanded by Captain Holmes 
Steele, volunteered its services to the state of Flavide,” 
Governor Milton ordered this company to erect a eet of fortifi- 
cations on the south side of the St. Johne River between Mayport 
and the ocean, Fort Steele, ae it was named, consisted of 
entrenchments of sand and palmetto logs, and four 32 pound guns 
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whieh had been brought from the fort at St. Augustine, When 
the Jackeonville Light Infantry wae mustered into Confederate 
service, the fort at the mouth of the river wes sbendoned, 

The Second Florida Infantry was mustered in at the Baptict 
Brick Ghurch near Jacksonville on July 13, 16861, by Major Ww. T. 
Stockton, & former United Stetes amy ereseer” Thie regiment, 
with the First Florida Infantry, wee the firet Ploride regiment 
to join the Confederate army outeide of the etate, Tt left the 
city by reil on July 15 and participated in most of the battles 
of the Army of Northern vetoes” 

, The Third and Fourth Plorids Infantry were mustered in as 
a reeult of a oall for additionel regiments, The Jacksonville 
Light Infantry joined the Third Infantry on Auguet 10, 1861. 
the Third Infantry remained for a while in the county, but later 
joined the army of the Middle Wect and surrendered with General 
Joseph E, Johneton near Durham, North Carolina on April 26, 1865." 

On Auguet 21, 1661, Brigadier Generel John B, Grayson was 
appointed to take charge of the Confederate forces in Middle 
and Kast Plorida, after he arrived in Florida on September 13, 
he began the strengthening of the fortifications at the mouth of 
the St, Johne River, Ae Grayson became 111 efter he had been in 
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Florida for a month, Brigadier General £. Kirby Smith was 
appointed to take his command, For some reason, however, this 
appointment was revoked and on October 22, Brigadier General 
Jomeo H. Trapler received the euunente? At this time only the 
Third and Pourth Florida Regiments and a few companies of cavalry 
renoined in Florida, and these, which amounted to about a 
thousand men, were dictributed from Fernandina to St. Augustine. 
The Union forces by this time hed made their headquarters 
at Hilton Head, South Caroline, under the command of General 
T. W. Gherman, Sherman announced on February 23, 1662, that an 
expedition against Fernandina and Jacksonville would begin the 
following day under the command of General Horatio G. Wright. 
On Mareh 3, Amelia Ieland was evacuated by the Confederate forces 
who left sixteen gune which were taken over by the Pederal forces 
on the next day. 
On Maxyeh 8, a Union expedition set out from Fernandina for 
the St. Johns River. The object of this expedition, according 
to a letter from General Wright to General Sherman on March 7, 
was to destroy the batteries of the enemy, to take possession of 
guns, and to capture Jacksonville, Wright and the Flag officer 
DuPont agreed that a permanent occupation of Jacksonville at 
that time would not be wise. “,.,While it may be desirous to 


land and ocoupy Jacksonville or other points for a few houra for 





86 


purposes of reedhalseance or other necessary service, the troops 
ghall be withdrawn and return to the gunbosate when this shall 
be naeeeuihshet.#° Weight agein stated this objective to 
Golonel Tt. J, Whipple, commander of the fourth New Hampehire 
Regiment, in a communication to him on the same day, He said, 
"It is understood between the flag officer and myself that 
neither Jacksonville nor any other point on the river below is . 
to be permanently occupied by our forces, but it may desirable 
to land at one or more points for secntiiiemes,? This objective 
is further stated in a report from General Sherman to the war 
Department on March 9 in which he said that the occupation of 
Jackgonville or any other town on the main would be unwise 

with thelr present forces unlecs "we are sure of being supported 
by a otrong party of Uniontets,"© On Mareh 11, the Federal 
expedition entered the st, Johns and proceeded carefully up the 
river, 

Reporte that Jacksonville would be occupied by the Union 
forces reached the oity early in March, 1862, Mayor H, H. Hoeg 
and the City Council met with General S$. R. Pyles (¢.5.4.) and 
his steff to determine what should be done in such a orisic. 
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They unanimously decided that as all the Confederate forces and 
fortifications were to be moved that 1t would be useless to 
attempt a defenee of Jacksonville againet the Federal forces; 
therefore, the city should be eurrendered to the enemy, This 
decision was put into the form of & proclamation urging all 
citizens to surrender peaceably and to go about their usual 
voostions, for, if the enemy were met with no resistance, private 
property end unarmed citizena would be peapected.” Instead of 
accepting thie proclamation in e esalm manner, the people were 
panice-stricken, Then, when news reached Jacksonville that 
Fernandina hed been oocupied by Federal forces, the Southern 
eynpathizers began to leave the city, Fear was heightened when 
the Jacksonville Light Infentry passed through the city from 
Fort Steele on ite way to Baldwin, fourteen miles west, and a 
gunboat of six hundred tenes under construction by the Confeder- 
ates on stocks in East Jacksonville wae burned by the soldiers. 
8O great vas the agitation that business along all lines was 
entirely suspended. © The railroad to Lake City was loaded to 
ite capacity carrying refugees from the city. The roade were 
crowded with vehicles of many descriptions loaded with possessions, 


women, children, servants who were trying to reach a point of 
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aafety. 

On Mayoh ll, additional departures were made after reports 
thet the town was to be burned by the Seitetiiahen. At five 
o'olock, a batallion of 500 soldiers, under the command of Major 
Charlee Hopkins, marched into town, The officers assured the 
people that private property would be respected, but that mille 
emi the foundry would be destroyed, They began with the building 
next to the Judson House, then they destroyed the house and 
storehouse of Calvin L, Robineon, a prominent northerner, In 
the report of General Yright, U.S.A., to Headquarters on March 
15, 1862, he gives the loss as “Seven sawmills, 4,000,000 feet 
of lumber, a lerge hotel, four or five private dwellings, the 
railroad depot, and a gunboat in the process of construction and 
nearly ready for setae ahs The only mill which wae not 
destroyed was that belonging to My, Seott who raised the British 
fleg when he saw the soldiers approaching, According to reports 
of sone gheheone’s and a New York news ilieeilaalia ee the 
Judeon House and private dwellings were not burned by the soldiers 
but by a group of refugees from Fernandina, 
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The oity and county records were buried for safekeeping, 
‘but when they were recovered at the close of the wer, they were 
Lilegible,-° 

The Union sympathizers were eleted over the prospect of 
the errival of the Federal forces and a few of the property 
owners among the southerners decided that it would be safe for 
them to remain in the city and abide by the suggestions offered 
in Mayor Hoeg's proclametion, 

On March 21, four Federal gunboats, the “Seneca,* the 
"Pembina," the "Ottawa," the “Isaac Smith,” and two trensports 
anghored in the St. Johns River at the foot of Pine Street. 
Frederick Luederse, who was then the sheriff of the city, witnessed 
the arrival of the fleet, and gives a description of the capitu- 
lation of the town, As ho feared bombardment of the town, he 
tied his handkerchief to a stick which he waved over his head 
until the commander of the fleet acknowledged 1t and come ashore. 
‘After the commander heard the olroumetances of the city, he 
requested Luederc, a6 the sheriff, to go aboard and sign the 
ourrender papere. While Lueders was pigning the papers, he was 
told that the mission of the forces was one of peace, However, 
when the sheriff returned to shore » he found that troops had 
already been Landed and plckete were _— 
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Gix companies of the Fourth New Hampshire Regiment under 
the command of Colonel fT, J. Whipple occupied Jacksonville. 

The Confederate forces encamped near Baldwin made no attempt to 
contest the laniiing of the Federal forces, Captain Thomas A, 
Stevene, the Ranking Naval Officer, was in command until the 
arrival of General Horatio G, Wright on March 16. 

The plan of the Federal forces, as has been previouely 
stated, was to occupy Jacksonville for only a few hours for the 
purpose of reconnaissence, but thie plan was abandoned when a 
paper, declaring allegiance to the Union, signed by waey*” 
Union sympathizers wee presented to the commanding officer. This 
incident, ac deserlbed by a New York newspaper correspondent, 
wae one of great solemnity, A delegation of citizens accompanied 
8, le Burritt to the dock where they awaited hie return display- 
ing no feeling of any sort, After Burritt had stated his mission 
end presented the paper, Captain Stevens assured him that the 
eocupation, under the olreumstances, would be permanent. Those 
who hed been silent for fear of reprisal by the Confederates 
were then more cordial in their pessption.”” 

General Wright arrived on March 16 end in a letter to 


Hesdquarters he seid, "The inhabitants of the town are represented 
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to have hailed with joy the arrival of our forees and their 
relief from the oppressive rule of the rebel authorities, At | 
Jeckeonville many of the inhabitante are etill remaining, though 
considerable numbers had gone when our troops lenaea,*” The 
New York newspaper correspondent stated that two-thirds of the 
inhabitants had left the city. 

After communicating with General Wright, General T. w. 
Sherman, commander of the Union forces at Hilton Head, decided 
to go to Jacksonville in order to obtain a thorough understanding 
of the situation. Me and his steff, accompanied by Colonel wW, 
H, Russel of the London 
Maroh 19, The next day he iecued a proclamation *to the people 
of Gast Florida® recommending them to return to the allegiance 
of the United Stetes and to orgenize a new local and state 
government. On the game day, a meeting of the "loyal" citizens 
was held at the courthouse at 10:30 o'clock, Calvin L. Robinson, 
chairman; O. L. Keene, secretary; and Colonel John 5, Sammia, 
Be Fe Halliday, Paran Moody, John W,. Price, and Phillip Prazer 
composed a committee te draft the resolutions of the meeting, 
The committee composed the following resolutions: ~ 


arrived on the “Cosmopolitan,” 





We, the people of the eity of Jacksonville 
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and ite vicinity, in the county of Duval, 

ang the state of Plorida, embraced within the 
territory end jurisdiction of the United States 
of America, do hereby set forth ow deolaration 
of righte and our solemn protest againet the 
abrogetion of the same by any pretended State 
or other authority. 


Firet. We hold that government is a contract, 
in whieh protection is the price of allegiance; 
that when protection ie denied, through weake 
nese of design, allegiance in no longer due, 


Second, We hold that an established form 
of government cannot be changed or abrogated 
except by the will of the people, intelligently 
and willingly expressed and fairly ratified, 


Third, We hold that no state of the United 
States hae any legal or constitutional right to 
separate itself from the government and juris- 
diction of the United States, 


Fourth. We hold that the act of the Convention 
of the State of Florida commonly known eae the 
ordinance of seceasion, 1s wid, being in direct 
conflict with the Constitution of the United 
States, in never having been submitted to the 
people for ratification, 


Fifth, We hold that the State of Florida 
ie an Lategral part of the United States, subject 
to the constitutional jurisdiction of the seme, 
and we have reason to believe that thousands of 
her citizens would hail with joy the restoration 
of the Government, bringing deliverance from 
the terrore of unrestrained popular and military 
despotien, We einer ayy ial againet all the 
aote and ordinances of the Convention of the 
State of Florida, which were designed to deprive 
wus of our righte as citizens of the United ®tates, 
We protest ageinet the decpotiem fostered by 
the State and other authorities claiming juris- 
diction over us, which has danied ue tne rights 
most dear to freemen--freedom of speech and & 
free press, We protect against the exactions 
which heve been lmposed upon ure-forced contri- 
butions of money, property, and laber; enlistmente 
for militery service procured by threate and 
miereprecentations, We protest againet the 
tyranny which demandes of us a meacure of revolution-e 
ary policy abandonment of eur homes and property 


and expesure of our wives and children to 
sickness, destitution, gaunt famine, innumer- 
able and untold miseries and sorrows, We 
protest ageinat that mad and barbarous policy 
which has punished us for remaining in our own 
homes by sending a brutal and unrestrained 
soldiery to pillage and burn our property, 
threaten and destroy our lives. We protest 
ageinet the denuncistion of the governor, who 
threatens to heng us because we do not tamely 
submit to such indignities and “lick the hand 
ust raileed to shed our bleod.* From such a 
espotiem and from such dangers and indignities 
we heve been released by the restoration of 
the Government of the United States, with the 
benign principles of the Conectitution, The 
reign of terror is past. Law and order prevail 
in our midat. 


It belongs now to the oltizene of the State 
who hold to their allegiance to the United 
States to raise up a State government accord~ 
ing to thoes provisions of the State which are 
not in conflict with or repugnant to the pro- 
visions of the United States: 


Be it therefore resolved, That we adopt 
the foregoing protest and declaration of 
rights, and recommend that a convention of 

12 loyal citizens be called forthwith, for 
the purpose of organizing a state government 
of the State of Florida, 


Be 4t further resolved, That the chief of 
the military department of the United States 
be requested to retain at thie place a sufficient 
force to maintein order and protect the people 
in thelr persone and property. 

Philip Praser, Chairman. 


A true copy of the resolutions as passed at 
naid meeting and adopted arc their own act, 


GC. Le Robinson, Chairman. 
oO. Le. Keene, Seeretery 23 
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General Sherman commended theee resolutions and said that 
the United States army had come to protect loyal citizens and 
their property from rebel authority, MNotiees were sent to St. 
Auguetine, Fernandine, and other pointe which could be reached, 
urging the people to attend the adjourned meeting which would be 
held in Jacksonville on Mareh 24, The Union sympathizers in 
Jacksonville believed that they had nothing to fear as they had 
the protection of the Union troops, “%o, on March 24, the second 
meeting wae held with several out of town people present. Aecord- 
ing to the diary of Calvin L. nebtacens ehairman of the mneet- 
ing, John ¥, Price, Pete Frazier, Jd. D. Mitchell, ¢C, &. Emery, 
and J, Hemington were appointed a committee which drew the 
following resolutions which were unanimously accepted: 


WHEABAS, For the security and happiness 
of the people of the State of Plorida it is 
hegessary that a State Government be formed 
in eccordance with the visions of the 
Constitution of the United States and of the 
Btate of Florida, ae 1t existed previous to 
the paseage of the Ordinance of Secession, 
therefore, Resolved: That in order to feacili- 
tate the formation of such a Government a 
convention of the people be ealled to meet 
at the eclty of Jacksonville on the 10th day 
of April, AsD,., 1862, to establish a State 
Goverment, elect a governor, and other State 
officers, @ Representative to Congress, or 
in their sovereign capacity to provide there- 
for ae they shell deem best for their interest, 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That all the counties 
end precincts of the State which shell think 
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shall be requested to send delegates 
to said convention. 8 IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 
That the counties of the St. Johne, Nassau, 
Putnam, Clay, Volusia, 0 @ and Brevard be 
especially requested a ca delegates to sald 
convention. BE If FURTHER RESOLVED: t 
under the benign influence of the Covernment 
of the United States as it now existe over us 
our property and lives are secure from the ine 
eendiary and astascin, and enjoy the protection 
and peace which are now ours, REFOLVED: That 
a copy of these resolutions be distributed 
throughout the State as extensively as poesible,. 
All of which hae been respectfully submitted. 


JOHN ¥, PRICE, Chairman 


April 7, 1862, was the day selected for the election of 
delegates to the Jacksonville Convention. The Union leaders 
were looking forward to the erection of a Union State within 
the Confederacy. On the afternoon of that day, General Wright 
iseued a notice that Jacksonville would be evacuated and the 
Union troops would be withdrawn to Hilton Heaa,-” On the morning 
of April 8 Wright gave the order to evacuate, an order which 
spread fear among the Union sympathizers, These persons would 


be at the mercy of the Confederates whoce leader had already 


issued o threatening proclamation against the leaders of the 
Union sympathizers, General Wright, realizing thet as soon as 
the Union troope were withdrawn that conditions would be quite 
unbesrable for the Unionists, offered to teke all persons who 
wished to lesve Jacksonville te a point ef safety. The gunboats 
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and transports, loaded with troops, refugees, and possessions, 
were ready to leave at 2:00 p.»m., but a heavy wind delayed the 
departure until 6:00 a.m, the next day, The refugees were landed 
in Fernandina, astigned temporary homes in vacant houses, and 
given one ration each of provisione per day, The Union officers 
believed that the United States owed these citizens protection 
for their loyalty. 

General Wright, in e report dated April 13, 1662, expresses 
deep regret for the withdrawal of troops from Jacksonville for 
a eoneiderable number of the people had avowed themeelves publicly 
in favor of the Union cause, and were encouraged by the procla- 
mation of General Sherman in their efforts to set up a state 
and local government. 

Horthern friends of the refugees appealed to Congress for 
&n explanation of the sudden evacuation of Jacksonville after 
protection and aid had been promised the citizens there, In 
reply to a resolution of the House of Kepresentatives to the 
Seorpetery of War asking for the facts and cirecumetances of the 
evacuation, Edwin M,. Stanton replied on April 28 saying that he 
was inetructed by President Lincoln that Jacksonville wae evacu- 
ated for “reasons which 1t is not deemed compatible with the 
public interest at present to Ateelese,*” Thus, the firet 
Federal occupation of Jacksonville ended, 
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The Union forces continued te occupy Fernandina at the 
tine of the evacuation of their troops from Jacksonville, On 
April 6, 1862, General Trapler wae removed by the Gonfederate 
War Depertment and Brigadier General Joseph FPinegen was appointed 
the commander of the Florida troops, During the summer of 1862 
the Confederates constructed fortifications at St, Johne Bluff 
and Yellow Bluff which were opposite each other on the St. Johna 
River below Jsckoonville, From here, Confederate batteries 
kept the Union gunboats from coming up the river. 

The Union commander of the Department of the South learned 
of the fortification at St. Johne Bluff so he sent Generel J, M. 
Brannan with a force™” of 1,573 nen” to destroy these batteries. 
The expedition left Hilton Head on September 30 on the transports 
"Ben de Ford,” *Boston," "Cosmopolitan,® and "Neptune," This 
expedition was joined by the Federal gunboats, *Peaul Jones," 
"‘Ciomarron,”* “Water Witeh," "Hale,* “Uneas," and *Patroon, “ 
Three gunboats proceeded up the river to invectigate but they 
were fired upon from St. Johns Bluff, General Brannen, with 
great diffieulty because of swampy ground, eetablished a position 
on Mount Pleasant Greek, Believing the Confederate forces to 
number 1,200 men, Brannan called for the Ninth Regiment Maine 
Volunteers, numbering about 300 men, to reinforee hin froma 
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This included the Forty-seventh Regiment Pennsylvania 
Yolunteern, Seventh Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, a section of 
Firet Connectiout Light Battery, a detachment of Piret Mareachu~ 
setts Cavalry. 






Fernandina, 

Lieutenant Colonel Charles P, Hopkins had been left in 
command of the Gonfederate force at St. Johns Bluff, When he 
Leerned that a landing wae being made, he called for reinforce- 
ments from Yellow Bluff acrose the river, and these additional 
men brought the total force to five hundred. Seven Union gun~ 
boats and three transports were getting ready to land forces as 
they were unable to take the Bluff by sea, and the artillery for 
which Hopkinge had asked had not arrived, After consulting with 
his officers, Hopkins decided that he could not hold the Bluff 
against so large a force, Finegan criticized Hopkins for his 
evacuation and called for an investigation of thier action.—” A 
trial was held and Hopkine proved that what he had done was 
‘wholly justifieple,”° 

On October 3, Brannan again sent three gunboats to the 
Bluff, but thie time there was no firing, Upon closer investi- 
gation, the Union forces found thet St. Johns Bluff had been 
hastily abandoned, The next day was apent in dismounting the 
gune, loading ammunition, and blowing up magazines, 

In the meanwhile, Captein Steedman, commending officer of 
the Union naval foresee, had proceaded to Jacksonville to destroy 
all boate and to intercept the pagsage of the rebele soross the 
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river. 

General. Brannan proceeded up the St. Johne River on 
Ootober 5 aboard the “Ben de Ford" with 785 infantry, and on 
that afternoon, Jacksonville was occupied the second time by the 
Federal forces, The troops were landed and the next morning 
the "Darlington" wes sent to look for a Confederate steamer which 
was reported to be sceoreted in a creek, This expedition re-# 
turned on the 9th with the steamer “Governor Milton" which had 
been discovered in a omall oreek near mindopenies Brannan in 
a report to Headquarters said, "Jacksonville I found to be 
nearly deserted, there being only @ amall portion of ita inhabi- 
tante left--ohlefly old men, women, and children, On our firct 
arrival some few rebel cavalry were hovering eround the town, 
but they immediately retired on my esteblishing a picket line. 
From thie town and ite neighborhood I bring with me several 
refugees and about 276 contrabands, including men, women end 
onilaven,*”” 

After four days of occupation Jakoonvirle was evacuated 
by the Federal forces for the seoond time, 

Until March, 1663, there were no importent activities in 
the vieinity of Jacksonville, . However, a letter from Brigadier 
General fh, Sexton to the United States teeretary of War on March 
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6 reopened the postibilities for a third Federal ocoupation of 
Jacksonville, "I have reliable information," he eaid, “that 
there are large numbers of able bodied Negroes in that vicinity 
who are watching for an opportunity to join us. The Negroes 
from Ploride are far more inteliisent than any I have yet seen, 
fully underetend their position and intentions of the government 
toward them, They will fight with ae much desperation as eny 
people in the vorla,*”” On March 10, 18663, Jackeonville wae 
eocupled by the Firet Regiment South Cerolina Volunteers (Negro) 
under the command of Colonel T. W. Higginson, and e part of the 
Second Regiment South Carolina Volunteers (Negro) under Colonel 
Janes Montgomery, Jaoksonyille had been seleeted ac the base for 
the arming of the Negroes, Ae soon ae Colonel Finegan heard 
that Negro troops were being landed, he iseued a proclamation to 
the people of Florida informing them of the situation and call- 
ing for volunteers, The southern people were infuriated by this 
reid of colored tropes” 

For the first time in their three occupations of Jackson~ 
ville, the Federal forces began to fortify the town as though 
they intended to remein. The naturnl defenses of Jacksonville 
provided adequate fortifications except at one point, the terminus 
of the railroad, Here two forts were erected by the Negro troops 
and named for Nigsinnen ani Montromery, According to Pinesan, 
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the Union forces “cut down al1 the trees" for barricades and 
abatic and "burned the houses from the river out beyond the sub- 
urbe of the town,” Field pieces were placed all over the 
streete and five gunboats with long range guns protected the 
front and sides of the city. 

At the request of the Confederate forces, sll women and 
children, except five or six families, were removed, under 
Higegineon's permiesion, to Lake City by a Confederate escort 
under a flag of eveses”” 

Skirmishing had begun on the day that the Union forces 
landed and continued until Jacksonville wae again evacuated, 

The Confederates made no general attack upon the town because 
General Pinegen could get neither reinforcements nor supplies. 
Nis whole foree, which had been collected from points which were 
being guarded so thet Negroes could not eseape to the Union Lines, 
numbered lese than a thousand mein Then, too, the natural 
position of Jackeonville gave the Union forces an sévantage 

over the smaller Confederate force, "The town rose gradually 
from the river and was bounded on the rear by a long, sluggish 
creek beyond which ley a stretch of weds, effording an excellent 
covert for the enemy, but without great factlitiee for attack, 
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ae there were but two or three fords snd bridges. This brook 
could easily be held against a emall force but could at any 
time be crossed by a large eneyth | 

On March 22 and 23, two white regiments, the Eighth Maine 
under Colonel J. D. Ruet and the Sixth Connecticut under Colonel 
J. Le Chatfield, were sent by General Hunter in answer to re- 
quests made to him by several loyal men of much influence in 
eheraeeis< On their arrival, Colonel Rust became the commanding 
officer and he reported that there was a Confederate battery 
mounted on a locomotive throwing shells upon the sows” Their 
arrival, however, put a stop te an attack by the Confederates 
that night. This locomotive battery which consisted of a 
rifled 32 pound cannon mounted on a flet car coupled to an engine 
wae an invention of Lieutenant Thomas E. Buckman, and it is said 
to have been the first armored rallwey train in nancies? on 
the next night the locomotive battery returned to a point one and 
a half miles from town and shelled several buildinge but injured 
none’ 

The next morning Colonel Higginson, taking five companies 
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of the Eighth Maine, four companies of the Sixth Connecticut, and 
a few Negroes, advanced up the railroad for about three miles 
when the Confederate pickets reported the approach, The loco- 
motive gun, supported by the infantry ina cavalry on the left 

and by the main body of troops on the right, wae then sent down 
the railroad track where they opened fire upon the enemy who 
hastily retired after two privates in the Eighth Maine were killed 
and several wounded, 

On the night of the 26th, Colonel Rust sent a force to 
destroy the railroad track but again, Buckman with the help of 
Private Francis Soule drove the Pederals into town with his 
Locomotive gun, 

The next night, Lieutenant 0, Ff. Braddock, a Confederate 
officer who was bringing the wives and children of the men in 
service across the St. Johns, after having crossed and loaded 
them on wagons, wae captured by the Union forces along with 
fifteen men, two wagons, and eight mules, The wagons were burned 
and the mules were recovered, but the women and children were 
carried off fr Previously, Finegan hed stated in a letter to 
the chief of staff that "the federal forcee were taking all male | 
ecitisens in Jacksonville who will not take the oath of allegiance 
and holding them as hoetages for their Negro troops, They are 
robbing and plundering... 
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Agein, indignation both in Hilton Head and Jacksonville 
was expressed when the order to evacuate Jacksonville came, 
Yorces were withdrawn on Merch 31 in compliance with the orders. 
During the embarkation the town wae set on fire which destroyed 
much of the town including the St. Johns Episcopal Church, the 
Gatholic church, and the courthouse, When General Finegan 
discovered that the town was on fire and that the troops were 
embarking, he came into the city and succeeded in extinguishing 
some of the PO, Colonel Rust in hie report sald, "while 
evacuation was taking place several fires were 1it, a portion 
of them undoubtedly by secessionists; these fires were not 
confined to linee of any regiment, Perhaps twenty-five buildings 
were destroyed, Many Union families came away with mT a The 
hewspaper correspondent who accompanied the transports to 
Jacksonville when he heard that 1t would be evacuated said that 
the Negro troops had nothing to do with the firing of the city. 
He said that the two white regiments hurled charges of guilt at 
each other. TT, Frederick Davie, basing his story upon the con- 
vergations with Union officers who came to Jacksonville after 
the war, states that the burning of the town resulted from the 
hatred between one regiment which was Roman Catholic and the 
other which waa Protestant, This dislike wae so intense that 
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vendals in the Protestant regiment plundered and burned the 
little Catholic church, and in retaliation, the Catholic regiment 
eet fire to the St. Johne church, From this other buildings 
caught and the fire spread rapidly through the me On March 
30, 1862, General G, T, Beauregard wrote to the Confederate 
Secretary of War, "I call specially the attention of the Govern- 
ment te the wanton destruction of private property in Jackson- 
vilie,"*. 

Evidently the third ocecupation of Jecksonville was a 
success from the viewpoint of the Union for Major General Hunter 
received a letter of congratulation from Abraham Lincoln commend- 
ing the eaecounte of the colored forces in Jaoksonville.*” 

The fourth and final occupation of Jacksonville occurred 
in the early part of 1664, In a letter written to Major General 
Q A. GAlimore, Union commander of the South, President Lincoln 
paid, “I underetand that an effort is being made by some worthy 
gentlemen to reconstruct a loyal State government in Florida.... 
I have given Mr, Hay a commission of Major and sent him to you 
with blenk books and other blanks to aid in reconstruction,"”” 
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On January 14, Gilimore vrote to the generalein-chicf saying 
that he contemplated the occupation of Florida on the west coast 
of the St. Johns River, and the next day he notified the War 
Department of hie intention, The War Department replied that 
ag a military occupation it would be of little importance but 
ac an outlet for cotton and as a recruiting station of Negro 
troops, the occupation would justify the expense; however, such 
an expedition would be left to Gillmore's ‘eheeuie.”? Ae Gillmore 
had not clearly stated his objects to the Yar Department, he 
wrote another letter on January 31 in which he stated the objects 
of occupation as (1) to procure an outlet for cotton, turpentine, 
lumber, timber and other products of the state, (2) to cut off 
one of the enemy's sources of commissary supplies by preventing 
the connection of the railroad from Jacksonville to Tallahassee 
with Thomasville, (3) to obtain reeruits for colored regiments, 
(4) to inaugurate measures for epeedy restoration of Florida to 
her allegiance, in accordance with the inetructions received 
from President Linogln, 

Brigadier General T, Seymour, commanding the Aimee” left 
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SS seventh Connecticut Regiment Volunteers, Seventh New Hamp- 
shire Regiment Volunteers, Eighth Negiment U. 3. Volunteers Colored 
Troops, Second South Carolina Volunteers colored, Third U.S. 
Volunteers colored, Fifty~fourth Massachusetts Volunteers, colored, 
Fortieth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers Infantry, Independent 
Battalion Massachusetts Cavalry, Langdon'e light battery ef four 
pleces, Elder's horse light battery of four pleces, and one 
section of James? Rhode Island Battery of two pleces, 
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for Jacksonville on February “ On the afternoon of the 
seventh, Jacksonville was again oceupied by Federal forces, On 
their arrival, there were about twenty Confederate pickets in 
town, These men fired upon the transport "Hunter® and killed 
one man, When the Confederate forces heard of the arrival of 
the Federals, they burned the eteamer "St, Mary's*® and 270 bales 
of cotton, ’ 

Upon landing, Captain Guy Henry and Major Stevens pushed 
into the interior for purposes of reconnaisance, Coming upon 
the enemy camp about three miles to the reer of the town, they 
surprised them and captured a battery!” 

Major John Hay, upon arriving in Jacksonville, posted 
proclamations concerning the oath of allegiance to the United 
States, On February 11, he received permicsion to go to the 
guardhouse where he talked and discussed the proclamation with 
the yoteonwes”' If a prisoner took the oath of allegiance, he 
was released; if he refused, he was sent. north ae a prisoner of 
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war. The first few days’ operation in Jacksonville were 
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successful according to Mr, Hay. “I enrolled in all 60 names-- 
sone of them men of substance and influence, *°” About fifty 
per cent of the prisoners of war seemed to be eager to desert 
the Confederate cause, This and the fact that the citizens, 
too, were eager to take the oath was due largely to their 
weariness of the war and not to changee in political ee 

In the meanwhile General Fineran and his forces fell back 
to Baldwin ae the Union forces advanced, In reply to his request 
for reinforcements for Finegan, Governor Milton was informed by 
General Beauregard that all available troops in South Carolina 
and Georgia were being rushed to General Finegan and that he, 
himself, would join the forces there, °* 

Ae Pinegen fell back toward Leke City, the Federal forces 
occupied and fortified Baldwin, Telegraph communication was 
established between Baldwin and Jacksonville so that General 
Gillmore could iseue ordere to General Seymour from Jacksonville. 
The Union troops pushed on to Barber's Plantation on the South 
Fork of the 5t. Mary's River where they met Major Robert Marris 
with two companies of the Second Florida Cavalry. 

General Gillmore ordered Seymour to fall back to Baldwin 
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on February 12 and to commend from that point. He wae also told 
to call in Captain ae The next day Seynowm, Leaving the 
forces in Baldwin, came to Jacksonville for personal instructions 
from Gillmore, An arrangement was made with Seymour and Captain 
Reese of the Engineers to construct defenses at Jacksonville, 
Baldwin, and the South Pork of the St. Mary's River. Then 
Seymour vas told that he wae to make no advances until he re- 
calved instructions from General Gillmore who left for Hilton 
Head on February 15, General Gillmore's plans for the forti- 
fications vere revealed in a letter that he wrote to the general- 


6 
in-chief on Pebruary 13; . 


Z Antend to construct amall worke capable 
of vecisting goup de main at Jacksonville, 
Boldwin, and Palatka and perhape one or two 
important pointes so strong that 200 or 3500 
men will be sufficient, Twenty-five hundred 
men, in addition to the two regiments that 
have been permanently atetioned in the State, 
ought to be ample in Florida, The artillery 
captured here will suffice for such defensive 
works as may be deemed necensary., I desire 
to see the lumber and turpentine trade on the 
Saint John's revived by our loyal men, and 
for that purpose, and to give assurance thet 
our occupation of thie river ie intended to 
he permanent, I have written to the Seeretery 
of the Treacurerrecommending that the port of 
Jacksonville be declared open, 





Ignoring Gillmore's orders not to advance until he gave 
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the order, Seymour set out on the 17th for the purpose of de- 
stroying a railroad on the Suwanee River, about one hundred 
miles away, On the way the Union forces met the Confederate 
troops who were encamped a few miles from Lake City. Here, at 
Clustee or Ocean Pond, was fought the bloodiest battle of the 
cihewen,” General Seymour waco decisively defeated by Generals 
- Joseph Pinegan and A, H. Colquatt. °° The killed, wounded, and 
missing Union soldiere numbered 1,861; the Confederates re- 
ported a total of 946, of which number only 93 were killed.” 

Thus, two of the objects of the expedition, namely, to 
cut off the eneny's supplies by preventing the connection of the 
railroads and to restore Ploride to her allegiance, were annuled 
by the defeat at Olustee, 

After its defeat, the Union army fell back to Jacksonville 
where stronger fortifications were made and the force inoreased 
to about 12,000 men with plenty of oqukpeentes The Confederate 
forces, by the 26th, occupied « position on the MoGirt's Creek 
at a point where the wagon road and the railroad crossed the 
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creek, Here, breastworke and stockades were constructed under 
the supervision of General Beauregard who wae commanding the 
troope until the arrival of Major General Patton Anderson, the 
successor to General Finegan. The camp was named in honor of 
the Governor of Florida, and on Mareh 3, General Anderson took 
charge. 

On Merch 1, Henry with five hundred cavalry and two pieces 
of artillery set out from the Union camp to reconnoiter in the 
direction of Camp Milton. About a mile from Pickett, they met 
one hundred Gonfederate cavalry and two pieces of artillery. 

The Confederates drove the Union forces back to Three Mile Run 
where Union reinforcements arrived, Fighting continued until 
the errival of Confederate reinforcements who drove the Federale 
into shelter,” 

Both General Anderson and General A. H. Colquitt reported 
that the capture of Jacksonville by the Confederates would be 
inexpedient to them at this time ae it could not be held against 
the Union guebeates The Union forces were much better equipped 
for water transportation, Tseking advantage of this condition, 
the Federals moved up the river and established a post at 
Palatka, ond at the sane time captured the “Sumpter” and the 
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“Hattie Brock," omall steamere of great value to the Con- 
foneratea, > 

During the month of March, the Union forces also held St. 
Auguetine, the eastern side of the St. Johns, and the northern 
side of the river below Jacksonville, A atrong battery and 
signal tower had been built et Yellow Bluff, 

Communication between the Union poets and the bace at 
dagkeonville went on for a time almost uninterrupted, but during 
the latter part of March a large number of torpedoes were 
planted in the river about fifteen miles below Jacksonville by 
Captain E. P, Bryan and communication with Palatka was made 
precarious, 

The Confederates were greatly encouraged by the fact that 
on the morning of April 1, one of the largest Union transports 
“Maple Leaf" struck a torpedo and sank in seven minutes,” The 
vessel wae then boarded and burned to the water level, Scouts 
at the mouth of the river reported on April 3 thet seven Union 
vessels orowded with troops, horses, mules, ani supplies arrived 
at the bar, When General Anderson received thie information, he 
recalled General Pinegan, On April 12, the Union forces were 





73rpaa., pe 370, 


112 


withdrawn from Palatka and sent to Picolata, St, Augustine, and 
Jacksonville, On April 13, Anderson reported to General Beaure- 
gard that there were 15,000 Union forces in Seoadnvitie. 
The torpedoes continued to take toll of the Union gunboats 
On April 16, the “Hunter,*returning from Picolata with supplies, 
was sunk near the wreck of the "Maple Leal." ” On May 9, 
the “Harriet A. Weed" war destroyed at the same place with the 
loce of five nen, ° Within forty days three vessels had been 
destroyed by the torpedoes, The “Colombine" wae captured and 
burned by Captain J, J, Dickison at Horse Landing, teking 64 
men and killing 26 without a single loess to the Gonfederates.”” 
Beginning with April 8 and continuing until about May 15, 
transports loaded with Union troops left Jeckeonville almost 
anily.” The Union forces were finally reduced to about 2,500 
or 3,000 men, mostly colored troops who oecupied Jacksonville, 
The Confederate forces began to leave on April 14 and by the end 
of May only one regiment, two bettalions of cavalry, and three 
companies of artillery remained in Eact Plorida. 
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On the night of Mey 21, a Union force of 2,459 troops, 
advancing in two columne, attacked Camp Milton. General George 
H. Gordon stated that he destroyed the camp and returned to 
ite.” Patton Anderson, however, stated in his report 
that the Confederate forces were driven back to Baldwin and that 
on June 2 he advanced and drove the enemy back into the i 

The small cavalry of the Confederates continued to skirmish, 
to attack outporets and pickets, and to disrupt navigation in 
the river in such @ manner that the following letter was sent 
to the commander of the Union forces at Jacksonville: 


- Lf am instructed by the major-general con- 
manding to inform you that the number of troops 
now in your command is considerably larger 

than that section demands in a military point 
of view, If you cannot guard the 5t. Johns 
River you must prepare to make St, Auguetine 
your base, keeping Jacksonville and Picolata 

an advanced poste, if practicable. In case 

of immediate danger of the 5t,. Johns River 
being rendered impracticable for navigation by 
reason of the enemy gaining poesession of pointe 
along the banke or by reason of their planting 
& great aumber of torpedoes in the river, the 
communication from Jacksonville to St, Auguetine 
aust be by ferry seroas the river which you 
must provide in searon, and by land serose 

the country. &1 


The war during the last part of July consisted of skirmish 
ing near Trout Creek, Baldwin, and Camp Milton, On the 26th the 
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last of the Confederate troops evacuated Camp Milton. Thue, 
the formel ermed opposition in the vicinity of Jacksonville 
ended. 

General J, PP, Hatch, replacing the Union commander, William 
Birney, reported on August 9 thet over 700 refugees had come to 
Jacksonville from the interior and taken the oath of allegiance, 
but he does not estate whether these were white or ‘elieee, 
Jacksonville continued to be the Union Headquartere for the 
District of Florida with the commender occupying Colonel Seander~ 
son'e home, "The Colums,* on Poreyth and Ocean streets, 

During the year 1864 the question of Florida's return to 
the Union wae revived although nothing came of it other than 
the galling of a convention which was held in May, 1864, for 
the purpose of the selection of delegates to attend the Republi- 
can National Convention in Baltimore, Of the six delegates from 
gaet Florida, three of thece, Paran Moody, John Sammie, and 
John W. Price, were from Jacksonville, The facte that President 
Lincoln suggested the expedition to Florida to General Gillmore 
rather than to the War Department and thet he sent Major Hay to 
Jaekeonville as hie perconal representative to bring about 
"loyal political reconstruction" in Florida are evidences that 
the fourth oocupation of Jacksonville was a political move on the 
part of Mr, Lincoln in his campaign for re-election, 
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Ae the news of General Lee's surrender spread quickly 
through the state, soon the families who had fled to the in- 
terior for the duration of the war started back to the devastated 
eity. 


CHAPTER SEVEN 
JACKSONVILLE IN THE ABCONSTRUCTION PERIOD 


When the war ended, Jacksonville was in ruins, Nearly 
everything that had been of value before the wer had been dee 
stroyed during the euntiies,* In Auguet, 1866, the garrison 
in Jacksonville consisted of one battalion of Negro troops who 
encamped on what is now Ashley Street. They were officered by 
white men and, according to reports, were quite erdeekys: Tenney 
eaye that there were hundreds of Negroes camped in the open air 
near the city Landen Evidently these were the freed Negroes 
who congregated near the military foreses in order to get food. 
Tenney describes the white people as being "forlorn and 
despondent." The whole scene was one of desolation and eaveew,” 


The return of many of the former Union sympathizers made 
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the political conditions more bearable in Jacksonville than in 
other sections under reconstruction governnent.” PreeiLdent 
Johnson had appointed William Marvin as the provincial covernor 
of Florida until an election could be held. Mr. Mervin and his 
advisere arrived in Jacksonville on August 2, 1865, where they 
were received with a hearty dekeones" He wae treated with the 
utmost respect by the citizens who gathered to hear his public 
address. Hie speech, in which he set forth the President's 
policy as he understood it, was delivered with mach test.” The 
success of his reception was due largely to Calvin L, Robinson, 
a Union sympathizer who had been mentioned ae a possible candi- 
date for provisional governor .° 
Upon the creation of the Preedman's Bureau in 1865, Colonel 
Thomas W, Osborne was appointed as head of theorganization in 
Florida. when he visited Jacksonville in 19866, he arranged for 
the iseuing of rations and the establishment of schools, churches, 
and hospitale, However, the system which was intended to find 
employment for Negroes created an idea in their minds that they 
were to become wealthy land ownere without an effort, thus 
encouraging idleness, In addition, Osborne developed the Bureau 
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into 4 political machine by the organization of a secret society 
called the “Linooln Brotherhood,* the oath of which required 
that a member could not vote for a candidates for office who was 
not effiliated with the protete.. As a result, he secured the 
eleotion as United States Senator from Florida in 1868. 

The Legislature of 1666 was composed of white men as at 
that time the Negro had not been given the right to vote even 
though Florida had ratified the Thirteenth Amendment, Florida 
had not yet been received into statehood, martial law still ex- 
isted, and ite Senators and Representatives were refuced seats 
in Congress, Under the Reconstruction Act of 1867, Florida was 
included in the list of rebel states having no government except 
military authority, She was required to form a new constitution 
which had to meet the approval of Congress and to ratify the 
Fourteenth Amendment which enfranchised the Negro, Under this 
act, Colonel John T, Sprague was placed in charge of the District 
of Florida with his headquarters firet at Tallahansee, later at 
Jacksonville, Colonel Sprague wes well received at Jacksonville 
becouce he had spent some time in the town during the Seminole 
ver and knew many of the citizens, Then, too, he was a 


*ventleman of pleasant manners and of conservative views," 
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Immediately there arose a band of politicians eager to get 
control of the Negro and hie new bellot. Ossien B, Hart, who 
had been made superintendent of registration, and Morrison B, 
Reed, who later became governor, organized the Republican Club 
of Jacksonville in 1967," This club beceme the leading of 
three Republican factions which contended for years for political 
mastery. Hart and Reed's faction wac regarded ac the most con- 
servative, Osborne's Freedman's Bureau the next, end the group 
under the leadership of a Negro, Colonel Liberty Billings, the 
moet radical, The Republican conetitutional convention was held 
in Jacksonville with the delegates being colored men and white 
wen of recent arrivals” There wae a registretion of 11,148 
whites and 16,434 eolorea men”* but at the November election 
there were only 14,503 votee polled, the majority being votes 

of Negroes,” When the Conetitutional Convention met on 
January 20, 1666, seventeen of the forty-six delegates were 
aiemen.” The convention hed a stormy session, eplit into two 
parte, and held seperate seesione, but finally united under the 
Leadership of Ceneral Meade, Federal military commender, and 
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adopted a atate eons” 

In 1868 under the new reconatruction law, electione were 
held, military rule ceased, and the city became civilian in all 
departments, A new charter provided that the city officials 
should receive salaries, The election day wee one of confuecion 
and riot but when the votes were counted, Colonel Edward Hopkina, 
a former Confederate leader, wac elected mayor, 

While political reconstruction wae going on, there was 4 
def inite advancement made along educational lines, Narked 
progress in the education of both whites and Negroes was made, 
In 1864, before the families moved back to the olty, Mrs. J. M. 
Hawks opened the first free public sohool in the state, attended 
by both white and colored arena” ® and alded by northern 
{i=rdide:*” By 1866 Jacksonville had three Negro echoole, four 
teachers and over five hundred Suptie, =” The Stanton Institute 
for Negroes was built on the elite of the school erected by the 
Freedman's Bureau in 1866 but which had burned, The Cookman 
Institute which trained Negroes for preaching and teaching was 
eetabliched by the FPreemen'ts Ald Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church end was located on the corner of Hogan and 
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Beaver streets." The conetitution of 1866 authorized the 
Legislature to organize a shoo} eystem for both races, and 
provided for a State Superintendent of Schoole, This same bill 
made each county a school district over which the county board 
of public Suateue tion ang the county superintendent le 
The State and County guperintendente were appointed by the 
leaders of the state government, As a result, men were usually 
chosen for their party affiliation rather than fer their fitness 
for office. The reports and records during this time vere 
either destroyed or padded so 1t in difficult to determine just 
vhat was done along educational ness The people of Jackson- 
ville opposed the additional echeol tax of three to fire utile 
which had been levied, as approximately eighty per cent of it 
wae used for the support of Negro ce a During this 
period there was one small school built on Liberty and Church 
streets and called "Duval Graded and High School" although the 
courses were oll elementery, This school later became the 
Jacksonville Grammar Seneal,” 


A group of Catholic sistera were sent by Bishop PF. Verot 
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to Jacksonville for the organizetion of a convent and school in 
1669, Buildings were erected upon a lot at the corner of Duval 
ana Pine streets and named St. Joseph's Convent and Academy. 

The echool was so well patronized it became necessary to enlarge 
the buildings and grounde.”° 

In contrast, there seemed to be a definite retardation of 
progress along religious lines, Political public opinion was 
reflected in religious disagreements, In 1867 there was a 
distinct division in the Ocean Street Presbyterian Church, one 
factor preferring to go back to the 014 School Ascembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, and the other to adhere to the Southern 
General Assembly, The latter withdrew and with the help of Rev. 
W. B. Telford formed the new church which met in the 5t. Paul's 
Methodiet Episcopal Church, South, until a hali was rented in 
1669, In this year Rev. Thomee L, beVeaux came from Madison, 
Florida, to take charge of the oburoh,”” 

There wae also a divicion in the %t. Paul's Methodist 
Church following the war, In the case of the Preebyterians, the 
southern group withdrew leaving the original property to the 
northerners, but in the case of the Methodists, the northern 
group withdrew leaving the original property to the coutherners. 
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Ae the withdrawing faction was not financially able to build a 
churoh until 1670, they worshipped with the northern Presby- 
terians, Bishop Jomes organized the Trinity Methodist Episcopal 
Chureh in 1870 and promiced finaneial aid from the Methodist 
Ghurch extenelion funds to purchase a lot if the chureh members 
would mpply the building. Calvin L. Robineen, an active Unione 
ist during the wer, donated $400 toward the purchase of a 75400 
lot on Monroe Street facing St, dames Park, A church of two 
stories with @ chapel below and & parsonage above was erected 
under the direction of Rev, 5. 3, Swaine and the first service 
was held in the autumn of len,” 

Although the differences in political beliefs were re- 
flected in the religious life of the people, there eeems to be 
no effeot of these dlenagreements upon the industriel life of 
the oity. For the first few monthe after the war, not much was 
done to revive former conditions, but in the fall improvements 
and repairs ea 

it was then that Jacksonville began a new career, The 
town received ite incentive from the fact thet it wae the termi- 
nue of the only surviving reilroad in the state, Commodities 
from the interior began to pase through Jacksonville, During 
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thie period, a newspaper man stated that every train thet came 
in wae heavily loaded with a good grade of EO ay which was 
selling for a dollar o.2eu. More cotton came through 
Jacksonville than anyone had supposed survived the flames of 
war,” The plers were lined with business ae Jacksonville was 
the gateway in and out of the state, A steamship line wae 
estebliahed from New York and the International Ocean Telegraph 
Company extended ite lines to Jackeonville,. 

Host of the old residents had returned and resumed busi- 
nees by 1867, New mille and wharves were erected and steamehip — 
lines were re-established, A continuous row of low wooden 
buildinge was put up on the north side of Bay Street running 
weat from Julia, and was ocoupled as etores and haan. 

The oity'e carver wan furthered by the arrival of touriste 
who eame to Florida after hearing of the wonderful climate in 
the state from the Union soldiers, Many residents opened their 


homer as boarding housee to the tourists, One man remarked, ‘We 


found on our arrival every dwelling house filled with consuaptives 
from the north in search of health,*” 


6 


These touricte made trade 
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quite active, Calvin Oak, undertaker, too, became rich enough 
to build the only brick dwelling in the city. Spending wae also 
aided by the Federal soldiers who bought lavishly. 

Ag the tourist trade increased and accommodatione became 
searce, the St, James Hotel wae built by the Jacksonville Hotel 
Company in January 1668. Many writers referred te it as the 
"Pifth Avenue Hotel" of Florida, Occupying a whole block bounded 
by Duval, Laura, Hogan, and Church streets, the hotel could 
eccommodste five hundred guests, The building, desoribed in 
1665, was equipped with “elevators, gas, electric lights, clectric 
bells, telegraph offices, telephone connections with all railroad 
end eteamboat offices, a ticket office, elegent parlors and 
dining-room, rooms en suite, with private and public baths, 
eteam laundry, apparatue for steam heating, billiard parlors, 
excellent livery, and all other attradtions../*°" By the energy 
and business capecity of ite manager, Mr. Jeremiah Campbell, the 
St. James Hotel was well known in both Burope and America, 

Other new buildings were constructed for the St, Marks 
Hotel, @ three story brick structure on Newnan Street, the 
Tremont House, on Pine and Porsyth atreete,”” the Matteir House, 
39 


on West Forsyth,’ the Grand National, on Bay and Julia etreetas” 
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the Windsor Hotel, on Hogan Street Py the Nichole Hotel, on 
Hogen and Foreyth ghrecte.™ A new depot war also bullt at thie 
ine. 

The cornerstone for the new st. Johne Episcopal Church 
was laid on April 7, 1874 under the pastorship of the Rev. R. H. 
Bours, and the building wae completed in time for the Easter 
Serviees, 1077," 

The prosperity of the town wae greetly increased by the 
purchase of five hundred sores of land, weet of the town, and 
known ae the old Miles Price Plantétson:** John M. Porber of 
bbitin™* paid $12,000" 4n gold for the land, and with ©. M. Cheney 
plotted and developed 1t, The Torbes Purchase wae considered 
a remarkable event and caused a boom in real estate,” Lote 
that sold for one hundred doliare one day increnred to two 
hundred dollars the next day. Thie purchese was probably the 
first modern real estate development in Duval County. Thie 
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suburb was known as Riverside, West of Jacksonville and 
immediately adjoining, wan La Villa, an incorporated town of 
several hundred inhabitants, They had a cherter and city 
officials, even though it wae considered a suburb of Jackson- 
Hite,” Brooklyn wae o thriving settlement lying between the 
8%. Johne and MeCoys Creek, and extending to the northeaetern 
boundary of Riverstas. The region along the west bank of the 
St, Johne, eact of Jacksonville, was known ae fyoming, The 
population was emall, being confined, mainly, to reridenceer 
along the river front.” 

Prosperity was increased further by the esteblishment of 
banks in the city, The first modern Banking house” was entab- 
lished by Daniel G, Ambler in 1870,°" It was started as a 
private institution known oe Ambler pank, °° Ae it wae conducted 
along conservative lines, this bank wae one of the few in the 
southeast which 414 not suspend payment during the panic of 
1873, The next yoar it was reorganized under the name of Ambler 


54 
National Bank, Twelve years later John N.C. Stockton and 
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John L, Marvin became partners with Mr, Ambler in this banking 
businese which wae afterwards conducted under the nome of 
Ambler, Marvin, and Stockton,” 

The finenclal panic thet ewept the country in 1673 wan 
felt in Jacksonville mostly in the lumber businest, Although 
the mille did not close, the output was reduced.” The Freed- 
man's Bank, which had been established in 1966, was not able to 
remain open after 1674, Mowever, two new banke were established 
soon after the panic, one was the Ploridsa Gavinge Bank organized 
by J. 0. Greeley, and the other was the Pirst National Bank 
organized by J, M, Schumacher ,°" 

Another evidence of expansion and prosperity in this 
period wae the founding in 1673 of the St. Luke's Hospital. For 
many years 1t had been evident thet Jacksonville needed a 
hospital but nothing had been done about it, Several prominent 
1edles realizing the need of such an inetitution formed the 
Ladies Benevolent abonety, and as a result of this organiza- 
tion's efforts, the St. Luke's Hospital wae opened in Maroh, The 


proceeda for the hospital were raised by the meane of faire” 
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which were held often. During these fairs, the Ladies published 
a newspaper which eold for ten cente a ony.” Many obstacles 
had to be overcome, however, before the hoepital was a reality. 
After they had bought the northeast corner of Market and Ashley 
etreets, the building fund was sterted. They had obteined $697 
when the Freednan's Bank, in which the money was deposited, 
Pt Almost two years later they began again, only this 
time, the building, almost completed, wae burned to the ground. 
Yortunately, the building was ineured for $6,000 and the Ladies 
6014 the lot on Market and Aghley for a00, °° Another lot was 
purchased in Zact Jacksonville on Duval, Palmetto, and Church 
streets and a larger and more commodious building was erected 
and opened in December, 1878,°" 

One of the first enterprises of 1670 was the granting of 
a franchise for a new ferry. The Jacksonville Ferry Company, 
incorporated by Harrison Heed, George 5. Carae, ¢, L. Mather, 
and E, M, Cheney, wae given the authority to estaeblich a ferry 
or any kind between Jacksonville and the opposite shore, The 
franchise wae for twenty-four years and gave the owners the same 
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privileges as the former William A. Young franeniiee.** 

The next month another enterprise known ac the Jacksonville 
Towing and Dredging Company was establicehed to carry business on 
the St. Johne River and to engage in dredging, ‘The capital 
stock wae $20,000 cash, All necessary supplies, such as boats 
and machinery, were to be paid for out of the capital stock; no 
debte were to be incurred that could not be pald out of the 
earnings of the company, Mr. J. 0. L'fngle was the seeretery~ 
treasurer of this eompany.°° 





The Jacksonville City Directory and Business ert) sex 
appeared in 1870 as the first city directory. The Directory wae 
compiled and written by the employees of the Florids Union 
Raper, the editor of which wae Mr, fdward Cheney, The etar re- 
porter for the paper seemed to be a Mr. J, M. Hawke who wrote 
not only for this newspaper but also for the Florida 
Union. Evidently this book was 
published before April, 1870 ae the mayor of the town is listed 
ae Edward Hopkins, who went out of office in April, 1670, The 
book wae printed by the Florida Union Book and Job Printing 
Office and Book Bindery, According to ite advertisement in the 
thin wae the “nost. complete printing establishment 
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in the State with the newest type and the best power venenen,# 
The only binder listed in the Directory was a Mr. W¥. MH. LeCoin 
employed by the Florida Book Bindery. The book itself was bound 
with a heavy oak cardboard cover which was well sewed. The 
paper used was of a elick variety in tan, yellow, and white, The 
print woe emall, fancy and plain, and contained many tyrorraphi- 
eel errore, The [irectory seems to have been more of a business 
advertiser and a census of occupations than a census of in- 
habitants, The Directory listed men and women, beth white and 
colored, their occupations or buciness, and the approximate 
iecation of thelr residence or business, Although the United 
‘States Ceneus listed the sotual population of Jacksonville as 
6,912, the Directory listed 1,156 persone. The Directory census 
wae taken before the United States Census and avoided the winter 
guests, Agcording to the Dirgotory, Jacksonville in 1569-70 
had employed or employable the following: 


white Colored Total 
Women 131 14 145 
Total 923 205 1,158 


Of the total eighty per cent were white, twenty per cent were 
colored, Asc the United Staten Census gives the percentage of 





population ar being fifty-eeven per cent Hegre, the Directory 
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indicates that a large number of Negroes were unemployed at 
thie time, The classes of work followed by the people of 
Jacksonville are indieated below: 


Prof easional 8.8% 
Non-prof essional 76.3% 
No occupation 16.8% 


The lawyers tended to live in two groups, one on the south side 
of Forsyth between Market and Liberty, the other on the south- 
east and southvert corners of Bay and Ocean streets, The 
dooctornat residences vere well scattered over the city; however, 
they seemed to prefer the south side of Duval Street and the 
south side of Forsyth Street, Although eome of the teachers 
Lived in the city limite, the Directory liste many of them as 
Living north of Duval Street, 

The following charte have been compiled from the Jackso 








OCCUPATIONS ACCORDING TO DIRECTORY OF 18670 


Pereentare Percentage 
Occupations ef Total Ccoupations of Total 
Population Population 
Laborers 19,6 . Painters “7? 
Clerka 7.0 Lumber Ovnere A 
. Carpenters 6.2 Real fetate Agents 6 
Grocers 6,9 Blackemi tha PA 
Miecellaneous 340 Arteta Pt 


Hotel Proprietors 2,5 Barbers 6 


OCCUPATIONS ACCORDING TO DIRECTORY OF 1870 (continued) 


Oceupations 


Merchaendi sers 


Govt. Officials (with- 
out other occupations) 


Bookkeepers 
Widowe (head of house) 
Teachers 


Fishermen 
Mechanice 

Draymen 

Lawyers 

Dec tora 

Farmers 

seamen 

Pastore 

Firemen and Police 


Printers 


Percentage 
of Total 
Population 


2.6 


1.8 
1.5 
1.6 
1.5 


1.5 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 
1.1 
1.4 
1,0 

8 

8 

Pf 


Percentage 
Ocoupationa of Total 

Population 
Stevedores 6 
Restaurant Owners 6 
Brokers 
Barroom Owners -5 
Hardware & Furniture 
Dealers 4% 
Millers 4 
Engineers 4 
Gas fitters +4 
Druggists 4% 
Cigay Makere 4 
Surveyors +4 
Watehmen 3 
Gunemithe 2 
Editors 09 


OCCUPATIONS OF NEGROES IN 1870 


Occupation 


Laborer 
Laundrecs 


Carpenter 


Percentage of 
Colored Population 


66.3 
5.1 
4.6 


OCCUPATIONS OF NEGROES IN 1870 (continued) 


Occupation 


Miscellaneous 
Stevedore 
Cook 

Boatman 
Farmer 
Preacher 
Grocer 
Drayman 
Barber 

Clerk 
Shoemaker 
Blackamith 
Dressmaker 
Mason 
Government Official 
Painter 

Gas Fitter 
Miller 
Cabinet Maker 
Teacher 
Mechaniec 
Boarding House 


Percentage of 
Colored Population 


3.8 
1,7 
1,7 
1.7 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 

.8 

.8 


* 


i Se ae ee 


= 


Grocer 
Doctor 
Clerk 
Bul lder 
Police 
Surveyor 
Lawyer 


None 
Notary 
Bookkeeper 
Policeman 
Lawyer 
Grocer 
Glerk 


bry Goods 
Herchant 


Stationer 


OCCUPATIONS OF CITY OFFICIALS 


Ba 


3S 8 


~ e tO 


uw NS GS S&S fb 


iS 


fas) 


Preacher (colored) 
General Mdse. 
Miller 

Marble Works 
Jeweler 


None 


OCCUPATIONS OF COUNTY OFFICIALS 


surveyor 
Cashier 
Preacher 
Carpenter 
Broker 
Editor 
Laborer 


Hotel 
Proprietor 


Out of city 


ee ee ee ee 


a ee a 


10 
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In conelusion, 1t 1s evident that politically, by 1675, 
Jacksonville was etill in the hands of an undesirable element 


but industrially, the city wae well on its way to prosperity, 


CHAPTER LIGHT 


CIVIC AND INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS 


From the end of the Reconstruction period until the "sting 
of the yellow jack" in 1888, Jacksonville showed continuous 
progresses along ell lines, 

The election of 1876 gave Jacksonville ite first all white 
government in eight years. The mayor, luther MeConihe, was a 
Boston capitalist, a good citizen, and a pemeorat.- Forming the 
executive department of the government the following men were 
elected or appointed at this time: Clerk, James BB, Crabtree; 
Marshal, John F, Tyler; Assessor, MN. A, Delalyneki; Collector, 
B, A. Thebaut; Treasurer, M. H. Moody; Surveyor, A. &. Knight; 
Phycician, Dr, A. W. Knight; Port Physician, Dr. A. Gindrat; 
Sexton, Calvin Oaks and Market Clerk, E. £. Willard, The 
aldermen who formed the legislative department of the city con- 
pisted of G. R, Jones, B. H, Webster, J, H, Burton, J. C, Greeley, 
Gue Muller, A, E, Sevyer, T, EB, Buckner, A, Doggett, and J. E, 
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Hartridge,” Ae Mr, Greeley and Mr, Sawyer were the only 
Republicans elected at this time, there wae much rejoicing among 
the Democrats over this election,” 

Although the Negroes were partially olesred out by this 
election there were still seversl important positions filled by 
them, Five police, two justices of peace, two constables, one 
deputy, one special deputy in the Cuetome office, the Collector 
of Customs, five railroad mail agente, one Post Office clerk, and 
one revenue boatman were Negro aon.” 

The Republican, Peter Jones, onee more became mayor in 
1879, The pail Loride Union of July 17, 1879, gives a few 
interesting episodes whieh took place on the day of the election, 
It seems that due to some legal snarl the election did not take 





place in April. The colored men were outspoken for Peter Jones, 
The editor of the Union says, “If Peter Jones is elected it will 
not be by taxpayers but by thorce who wish to see the city beauti- 
fied. His vote is drawn almort exclusively from the negro, a 
mumbex of white Republicans refusing to vote for him, convinced 
by his former administrations (five) that he should not govern 
again, w® Several inspectors refuced te serve at the polls, so 
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the voting places were late in opening, The day was very worm, 
and many rides were being offered to the friends of the candi- 
dates, Though the day were warm, it wae very quiet due to the 
fact that drunken men were searce, and mucic and banners were 
absent, Little money wae being offered to votera "much to the 
disappointment of some,” Eighty who had forgotten to register 
were turned away from the polle, A colored man had a handful 
of election tickets which he wee Gistributing to the voters; they 
were printed for the last election, The editor coes on to eay, 
It is the hope of all good citizens that a 
a Board of Aldermen may be elected, ‘ve 
ve advooated the selestion of the old board 
fimply because they have done well. Four or 
five of the present board are Republicans and 
we have advocated their election equally ae 
much as we heve Demoorata, We care not what 
theix politics aay be, They may be as black 
as Dante's Inferno and yet prove to be capable 
officers and well qualified to lead us on,” 6 
Peter Jones again was a candidate for mayor in the Republi- 
oan nominating convention of 1880, but J, Rameay Dey secured the 
nomination and the election, In 1881, the Democrate were 
pucceseful in electing Morrie Delalyneki for mayor. From this 
year on, with the exception of the year 1887, the Democratic 
perty remained in power, 
On May 3, 1887, the charters of La Villa, fairfiela, and 


Jacksonville were abolished and a municipality called Jackson- 
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ville was established,” the corporate government ineluded Mayor, 
City Council of two members from each ward, Board of Public Works 
of three members, Comptroller, Recorder, Treasurer, Board of 
Police Commissioners of three members, Municipal Judge, and 
Marshal, All officers except the Mayor and the City Couneil 
were to be elected by the Council, The charter was so drafted 
as to permit the interpretation that it included no provision 
for the registration of voters for the first election,” The 
Supreme Court decided thet an election would be legal, The city 
was divided into nine wards and there was a 364 majority of Negro 
votere for the whole city, ¢,. B. Smith, supported by a "Com 
posite" ticket composed of many Republicans and Negroes, and 
Frank W, Pope, supported by the "Citizens" ticket composed of 
many Democrats, were the cendiidates for the office of Mayor, 
Smith received over three times as many votee as Pope, a fact 
which was due largely to the increased Negro vote brought in by 
the absorption of the suburbs, Of the eighteen aldermen elected 
at this time, thirteen were Republicans, five of which were 
Negroes.” In the Gmith administration five aldermen, the Munici- 
pal Judge, fifteen Policemen, two Sergeants of Police, and the 
Chairman of the Board of Police Commissioners were EN 
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Thie situation proved to be embarrassing for the city for this 
administration soon proved iteelf incapable, The charter was 
changed in 1889 so that the City Council became appointive by 
the Governor of Pleriaa.” 

In 1876, another city directory wae compiled by W. 3. 
Webb with the help of the Plorids paily 






posedly the directory contained the names of all male adults, 
widows, and women who were engaged in business, These vere 


supposed to constitute one-fourth of the population in Jackson- 
12 
ville, The mumber of persone in this category was an follows: 


White Colored Total 
Men 1,121 832 2,953 
Women 202 40 242 
Total L,oee B72 2,196 


Thies inoreasce in population encouraged the establishment 
of new enterprises and civic improvements, On May 1, 1877, 
William Boyd Barnett opened a private bank known as the Hank of 
Jacksonville in the 014 Preedman's Bank Building on the southwest 
corner of Pine and Forsyth etreets, The beginning capital was 
$36,460 and Mr. Barnett's office force consisted of himself, his 
pon, Bion, and one ek” Four years later the capital was 
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inoreased to 960,000 and the Bank of Jacksonville had grown 

to be the largest bank in the State.>° The benk wee natlonslized 
eleven years later as the National Bank of Jecksonville with Mr. 
Barnett as peenscent.>” 

& Board of Health wae created in 16877 which consisted of 
the mayor, the aldermen, eanmi two citizens elected by the City 
Couneil. The powers of the board included the regulation of 
vital statietica, whee of fines, power to quarantine in all 
perte of Duval County,~” In the late summer, yellow fever broke 
out in Pernandina end armed guarde were placed around the city 
to prevent entrance or exit. The health officials Leeved dally 
bulletins concerning the condition of the ettenbeda: In spite 
of the precautions taken by the Board ef Health, tventy~tve>” 
people died from yellow fever in thie epidemic. 

Ae a result of this epidemic, the people became avere that 
the city needed better sanitation, better sewerage systemm, and 


better water supply. Por these purposes the city wae bonded in 
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1878 for $260,000 in twenty year, eight per cent bonds. The 
bonds sold Henry,” amd the funde of this sale were placed in 
the hande of the Board of Truetees of the Sanitary Improvement 
Pund which included Dr. A, 8, Baldwin, chairman, Dr. T, Hart- 
ridge, J. J, Daniel, 5. 8. Hubbard, and Mu. Ww, pew. The plan 
of Public Worke, which wae presented to the Trustees in January, 
1978,°" and to which the proceede of the Sanitary Bonds were to 
be applied, included the draining and filling in of certain low 
lands in verious perts of the city; improving the Mogans and 
MeCoye Creeks; erecting a waterworke; and constructing an effect- 
ive severage system, 

Work wao begun immediately. The low places which had been 
used aa dumps for garbage were thoroughly disinfected and covered 
with from three to five feet of white vane, The two creeks 
were dredged and cleared of al1 aleweiinwie” 

Regerding the location of the water works, the report of 
Trustees atated "There being no suitable stream or spring near 
enough to the city from which to obtain a supply of good water, 
explorations for water from underground sources were commenced 
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Auguet 1, 18678. The point selected was on low ground in the 
euburb known as ‘Springfield! on the north side of Hogan's 

Creek, weet of Pine street." Dr. J. A. Cloud, of Philedelphia, 
wae given the contract for establishing the waterworks, a system 
of sewers, and other public work, The waterworke plent was 
completed in July, 1980 costing about $130,000 Mieatidienes Dr. 
Cloud was paid $69,726 in Sanitary bonds for the job. “W The 
waterworks were supplied by two Worthington Duplex pumping 
engines with a cepseity of 1,600,000 gallons per tay with a 
pressure of twenty-five pounds to the square inch, An octagon 
shaped building protected the well and the pump house was built 
of gray Florida brick. In 1652 saline properties were suddenly 
introduced into the subterranean streame which supplied the wella 
80 1t became necessary to change the source of meni. The 
water was then taken temporarily from the north branch of Hogan's 
Creck which vas fed by springs north of the city, In 1884 ex- 
plorations for underground water close to the waterworks plant 
were begun, From the report of Dr. Baldwin, December 21, 1885,” 
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it will be seen that there were two satisfactory artesian wells 
gunk, A four inch well wae driven 490 feet and 1t produced a 
flow of 180 gallone per minute. The next month a six inch well _ 
was driven 637 feet producing a flow of 650 gallons per aati 
On the completion of these wells the supply from the creek was 
Giscontinued. Later, enother six inch well was completed near - 
the plant, dJackconville was nov supplied with about 2,400,000 
gellons of water daily. As a result of a fire in 1888 the 
Trustees saw the neod of a fourth well, Thie was a ten inch 
well. which was sunk to a depth of 1,020 feet and produced a flow 
of 3,550,000 gallone a day. This was considered to be a suffi- 
cient supply for future years, but it was later discovered that 
private concerns had sunk numerous other wells which reduced 

the yield from the oity welle. 

At the same time that measures were being taken for 
establishing a pure water supply, the Trustees were planning to 
 eeoure an effective system of severage, Work on the sewere was 
begun in November, 1s” and 4t wae accepted by the trustees 
in 1681, The sewers were constructed of vitrified terra-cotta 
pipe, renging in eise from eight to twenty-four inches, carefully 
laid to grade and alignment, and jointed with Portland ements” 
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The average elevation of the olty being twenty-five feet 
insured easy drainage facilities. 

The year 1879 was one of planned publicity for Jacksonville. 
Local business men and the Fruit Growere' Agsociation organized 
a State Park Asecociation for the purpose of holding Horticulture 
and State Faire,” Pive thousand doliare wae raised for the 
purchase of twenty~eight acres of land in Fairfield where they 
erected buildings and race ometh. During thie time George 
P, Hart and John £, Hartridge were appointed on the Board of 
Honorary Commissioners to represent Florida at the Paris Ex- 
position, © 

The year 188) marked improvement in hotel facilities, The 
Grand Hotel was remodeled and ite name changed to the Everett. 
It wae regerided as prominent among the “elegant hotels of Jackson- 
ville,” The Penneylvania House was located on the corner of 
Foreyth and Cedar streets near the Waycross OO, George W. 
Smith erected the Grand View Hotel, one of the “cosiest little 
hoteles" in the south, in 1983. °° The Oxford, a large apartment 
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house on the corner of Laura and Duval streets, was opened by 
My. Benjamin L. Hughes in 1883. For the visitors who did not 
like hotel life but preferred a more informal atmosphere, there 
were many boarding houses, By 1885 the best known boarding 
houses in Jacksonville were Mre,. Day's Boarding Mouse, Mrs, 
Freeland's Boarding House, Mrs. Dennis! House, The Virginia 
Home, The Sledge House, Mrs, Shaw's Boarding House, The Ocean 
House, and Pleasant View weeee ts 

Touriet arprivale during 1064-85 numbered 60,000, Many who 
came could not be accommodated and had to move on to other 
eatien. 

The question of paving the streete was raised by an edi-~ 
terial in the Jegkeonville Delly Times in 1882 and followed up by 
the Board of Trade which tried to interest the people and the 
Gouneil in such a venture, Nothing wae done until 1686 when a 
contract to pave with Wyckoff oypress block, laid on one inch 
planks, was let, The Florida Railway and Navigation Company at 
firet agreed to pay for the pavement in front of their property 
but at the last minute refused. Regardless, the work was begun 
March 18 and completed in June. The pavement included Bay atreet 
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from Market to Julia, except the strip in front of Florida 
Hellway and Navigation Company; Market Street, from Ruvel Street 
to the river; Hogan Strest at the river front; and Pine Street.” 
The block pavement was considered satiefactory and was used 
until 1892, 

The Thompson and Houston sycten of eleotric lighting wae 
introduced in Jacksonville in 1683 by dg. 2. Campbell who placed 
eight lights in front of and within the &t. James Beteisn- in 
1884 HH, Wadeworth came to Jacksonville for the purpose of ine 
stalling electric lighte. Before he instalied a plant, he had 
to have at least fifty subseribers, These he obtained easily. 
However, just as he started to erect the plant, he sold cut to 
a stook company Known ae Jacksonville Electrie Light Gompany,*° 
The plant wae erected under Wadoworth's supervision, and the 
lights were turned on in the etores on Bay Sireet, January 10, 
isas,*° br. Jd, A. Cloud alco erected a plant for eupplying 
lights to hotele and private homes in 1866, but he sold his 
plant to the Citizens Gas Light Company about four months later, 

Modern mall service began in Jackeonville during the term 
of William M, Ledwith, postmaster, when a carrier service was 
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inaugurated with four men. The post office did not have quarters 
of its own until 1884-85, when it was moved to the Mohawk Build- 
ing on the southweet corner of Bay and Market streets. The 
establishment of carrier service gave an impetus to a movement 
for the erection of «a Government building in the eity. 

By 1685 Jacksonville had a population of approximately 
20,000. It was during thie year that the Southern Bell Telephone 
Company, established in 1880, increased the telephone rates from 
$61.00. to $60.00 a year, causing a protest from the citizens, 

The Board of Trade asked the telephone company to reconsider 

this inerease but the telephone company only sent an insulting 
letter to the Board, Ae a result, steps were taken to invite a 
competitive company to come to Jacksonville, and a boycott of the 
Southern Bell Telephone Company was put into effect, The southern 
Bell remained firm in ite decision, taking out telephones as 

the subsoriptions expired. The superintendent of the company 
arrived and a compromise was made, The Gity Council finally 
passed a $300 tax a year upon the company, At thic time there 
were 170 telephones in operation in Jackeonville. 

in order to offset the advertising campaign put on by 
California in 1866-7, it was decided to establish a great 
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exposition of sub-tropical producte and resources to be held 
annuelly during the winter months, The company was formed with 
a capital of $100,000. A part of the Water Works Park at the 
corner of Pine and First streete wae leased and the bulldings 
erected, The exposition was greatly adverticed for eight months 
before ite opening. The great opening took place on January 12, 
1688, with a huge parade witnessed by 30,000 seven President 
Cleveland vicited the fair on Pebruary 22, 1888, after which 
there was © grand reception for hie party in the St, James Hotel’ 
The Sub-Tropioal officially closed for the season April 20. 
According to their financial reporte, they cleared $8,979 in 
receipts from January 12 to April 20. 

Newepaper ventures in Jacksonville had failed regularly 
since the establichment of the Gourjer in the 1830's. Harrison 
W. Glark gained control of the Republican paper Florida Courter 
in 1872, but after making 1t Democratic it went out of Wastiess,”- 
In 1877 he established the Daily Chronicle with George F. 
Cubbedge, but thie paper lasted only a few diate. In the 
meanwhile The Prese had been started in 1874 by MeCalium and 
Douglae and The Sun in 1876 by fawyer and Son, Both papers 
combined in 1877 ae the Sun end P ago, the firet six day a week 
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papers business had grown te euch an extent thet the old quarters 
on the southeast corner of Bay and Laura streets were abandoned 
for the MeConihe block at the southwest corner of the same 
streets. a 

In 1886, Varnum, who had sold out to Jonee and hie associ- 
. . Mornings News, a rival newspaper. It wae soon 
purchased by Stockton Brothers, who had also gets the 
Herald, and the two combined into the hewhetowala. The owners 
the Florida Publishing Suapung and 
purchased the Times-Union from Mr, Jones in 1880, ” 

When the Herald wae purchased by Stockton Brothers, William 
R. Carter and R, A, Ruesell found themselves without Jobs. Each 
had $300, and with §600 advanced by John Temple Graves, they 
established the Floride 








LG, an evening newspaper which 





became an outetanding paper. | 

During this period several organizatione for social, edu- 
cational, and industrial interests were formed, In 1877 « group 
of men interested in promoting aquatic sporte, yacht building and 
sailing organized the Florida Yacht Club and built a ciub houee 





Os egaté, gp. sit., p. 49. 
Slac1a, op. git., p. 170. 
S2ty4a., ps 170. 

SSravic, op. Sits, p. 464. 
S4ao1a, op. @it., pp. 407-408, 


162 


at the foot of Market street.” 

One of the finest social clubs in the south wae organized 
in 1883 under the name of The Jacksonville Club, The club 
erected a two story brick building on the northeast corner of 
Laura end Adame etreetca, and by 1685 the membership was one 
hundred perrone. 

Educational and cultural advance was made when the Jackson- 
ville Library Association was organized by Mra, Aristides Doggett, 
Mise May Moore, and Mies Florence mavyny 57 With the assistance 
of interested citizens free reading rooms were opened, books and 
periodicals were furnished, end a library was establiched in a 
rented room in the Astor paxnentgi In 1883, the association 
was incorporated under the laws of the state as the Jackson- 
Ville Library Aesociation with J. Q. Burbridge ae president. 

The organization was able the next year to build a one story 
frame building on the southeast corner of Laura and Adam streets. 
The library building in time ceme to be the community house for 
Jackeonville, where social meetings of all kinds were held, 


while on Sunday various religious denominatione used it for their 
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services. 

There are evidences of a Board of Trade in Jacksonville 
ae far back ac 1856, when such an organization pleeed an adver~ 
tisement in the History and Antiquities of st iiaibaia This 
organization, of which Dr, Theodore Hartridge was president, was 
probably disbanded at the beginning of the Civil Wer, In 1866 
an effort was mode to revive the Board of Trade, and there are 
traces of it an late as 1s72, The first meeting for the 
organization of present BRoard of Trede (Chamber of Commerce) was 
held in the office of John 4, Burbridge on Januery 31, 1884, 
This meeting wae attended by twenty men who believed that the 
interests of Jacksonville demanded « Board of Trade, The first 
precident was George ”. Drew and the first seeretery, John P, 
_ varnun,”* 

The efforts of the citizens to progress were temporarily 
retarded by a few disasters terminating with the dreaded "sting 
ef the yellow jack.* ‘The first of these was a fire which occurred 


on the south side of Bay Street between Laura and Pine on 
December 16, 1665, Two hundred thousand dollers worth of property 
wae destroyed, and the fire, once acein, indioated the necessity 
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of a regularly organized paid fire Seperteenys 

On January 6, 1886, a severe storm occurred which continued 
to January un.” The temperature on the llth fell to 19 degrees 
and on the 12th to 15 ddehibtiinn® Much damage was done to the 
water oyetem, and many oranre trees were killed, In Auguet of 
the same year an earthquake brought terror to the citizens for 
eleven ainutes. 

On July 26, 1608, R. DB. MeCormick who had just come from 
Tampa became 411. The Board of Health pronounced his case to 
be yellow fever and insued « proclamation that the disease was 
spreading, Quarantine wae declared against the city by almost 
the entire United States, and the fleeing inhabitants had great 
aifficulty in finding places to live. As protective meaeures, 
authorities in nearby towns refused to allow merchandise of any 
description to come into their communities from the infected 
district. As & result, business in Jacksonville wae completely 
paralyzed, The Clyde Steamship line was discontinued at this 
time, The government eetablished a camp on the St. Mary's 
River where all refugees bound north and west by reil had to 
remain ten deys before proceeding. Conditions at Camp Perry 
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were so poor thet many people preferred to remain in the city 
and face the horrors of the epidemic. 

At first Jacksonville was able to care for herself 
financially out of the donations of her own citizens, therefore, 
offers from outeide sources were politely refused, But later, 
on September 5, an appeal was gent to the nation. The Americans 
vegponded to the appeal with grest generosity. $331,972 in 
cash, end £13,467 in supplies were received from people over the 
bey: The Jacksonville Auxiliary Sanitary Agseooliation was 
Organized to aesiet the Board of Health in its work and to be 
the medium through which contributione were received and dis- 
bureed., Thie organization hed full control of the relief work 
and supervised the senitary work, 

Upon the belicf that concussion would destroy the fever 
germs, five cannon with two hundred rounds of ammunition were 
fired on the evening of August 17 and on many nights thereafter’? 
The only result of thic was the breakage of many windows, Notels 


and restaurante were closed ac farmers were afraid to bring 
produce to the oity. The able-bodied men who were idle were 
given the work of oleaning up the clty, But with thie activity, 
the city ceened to be utterly decolate, Many unhappy etories are 
told of the conditions at thie time, It was decided that the 
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only way to stop the epidemic would be to depopulate the city. 
Two camps were established for this purpose and two or three 
refugee trains were run out of Jacksonville, 

The Florida Timer 
with the epidemic, This particouler issue was decorated in wide 
black lines signifying the death of ite editor, Edward Martin, 
The same paper carried resolutions upon the death of Dr, W. H. 
Babcock, Prank Marvin, and Mrs, James Fairlie. The first Press 
Club was organized for the purpose of assieting each member in 


Unton of October 9 is concerned wholly 





ease Of sickness and fever, There was a notice that the County 
echools would remain closed until the epidemic was over, lvery- 
one who could poseibly do so was urged to get out of com. 

For the people who could not afford medicine and eare, the 
United States Marine Hospital offered service free of charge. 

Upon hearing that Congress had appropriated $200,000 for 
rolief, many Negroes stopped work and others came into the city 
from the suburbs. In the early part of September a house to 
house canvases was made; 3,945 white and 9,612 colored were then 
in the city, 

Of the 282 members of the Jecksonville Auxiliary Sanitary 
Association, 67 had the fever, and 16 of these died, Of the 
4,704 eases of fever in the olty there were 427 deathe, The 
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last death occurred on December 5 and the quarantine wae lifted 
8&2 
from the city on December 15, 





CHAPTER NINZ 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AFTER 
THE CIVIL WAR 


Webb gave the following estimate of the city in 1876: 


The city is growing rapidly and is destined 
to be still more a great commercial center, 
which it 1s, The avenues of support which 
will make thie city double and multiply in 
population in the next one or two decades 

ere several, The immense forests in this 
state of southern pine and life oak, the 
latter more particularly for ship building, 
which #t111 remain in their virgin solitude; 
the trade of northern Ploride and southern 
Georgia which is concentrating here; the 
trade of the St. Johns, Ocklawaha, and Indian 
Rivers; the tourists trade which isc ready 
each amounting to thousands of dollars every 
Gay for four months in the year; thece with 
the immense agricultural and fruit productions 
of the state, of which this city is the 
principal mart, afford an unequal opportunity 
for Jacksonville to increase and multiply 
beyond the sanguine expectations of her most 
firm adherents, 1 


The orange industry had begun to attract the country's attention 
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and the grove owners in and around Jacksonville began to make 
money. Fruit brought from the interior was reshipped at 
Jacksonville; thus, the demand for new lines of transportation 
wae constantly in the minds of the ettheunes- fo facilitate 
river transportation, the Legislature of 1877 gave the com- 
missioners of pllotage power to appoint and License pilots for 
the ber of the 8t. Johns and required thet the pilot boats should 
be in accordance with specifications of the commissioners, 

About 1870 Frederick De Bary, owner of a famous winter 
home and orange grove on Lake Monroe, purchased the steamer 
“George M. Bird” for his private use in treveling on the St, 
Johns, and in hunting expeditions, but the public demande for 
transportation were such that hie boat was soon running regularly 
between Jacksonville and Enterprise under Captain Richard 
itewart. In 1676 Captain William A, Shaw, an experienced river 
boat captain, was given command of the “Bird,” and in 1880 
De Bery obtained the contract for oarrying a delly mail, This 
led to the purchase of the "Rosa* and the "Florence." Later, 
‘Frederick be bary,”" "“Welakea" and "“Gity of Jackeonville* were 
added to the line, Colonel H. fT. Baya, a native of St, Augustine, 
became a partner in 1683, and, the name was changed to the 
DeBary-Baya Merchant's Line, By 1966 the company had thirteen 
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boats running and three hundred people nivtereee 

The Plent Investment Company sleo established a line of 
four river steamers in connection with ite railroad the “Plant 
Syetem." Thie line hed on the %¢t. Johns River the "H, 5, Plant,* 
the firet a11 steel steamer in the United erates,” 

Besides these there were several lines with smaller boots 
maintaining reguice echedules between Jacksonville and pointe on 
the river, 

Ageording to a report of the County Commiasioners published 
in 1085, the river teemed with craft which numbered seventy~four 
vessels totaling 8,168 registered tonnage with estimated value of 
river commerce of $2,042,000." This wae claimed to have been the 
largest tonnege of any inlend local traffic south of the Hudson 
River, The estimated value of veacels and cargoes arriving 
and departing from Jacksonville wae $38,270,000 in 1862, Among 
the articles of commerce mentioned are 37,440 bales of cotton, 
68,041,546 feet of lumber, and 316,800 orates of fruit and 
etnetenios.” 

Dr, Baldwin, still the leading advocate of the ot, Johns 
River improvement, in 1078 visited Captain James B. Eada who 
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wae then constructing jetties below New Orleans, Ne influenced 
the famous engineer to investigate the bar channele of the 

St. Johne for a fee of $2,000,” which was raised by popular 
subscription, Captain Eade' report, recommending high jetties, 
wae approved by the citizens and with a memorial was submitted 
to Congrese in 1878, The memorial wae effective for late in 
the same yeer, Captain George Daubleny, under the supervision 
of General 4. A. Vilimore, made a thorough study of the mouth 
of the viver,” Ae a result of thia study, General Gillmore 
recommended oa syctem of low jetties.” Dy. Baldwin, continuing 
his agitation in Gongrese, finally secured an appropriation of 
$125,000 in 1880, The work was begun after the contracts had 
been awarded to R. G, Ross & Company and J, !. Durkee; however, 
work on the jettles was stopped from time to time to avait fur- 
ther appropriations from Congrerssa, Captain A, G. Ross, who 

was associated with the jetty work for forty years, has given 
an account of the work at the south of the river in his Reminis- 
Hah ily The preliminary work on the south jetty began on 
December 14, 1860, As a foundation for the stone, « mattrecea 





9 

Spavis, op. git., pe 385, 
9 | 
dbid., op. 585, 

10, 


OE eta, CR ed Shee Se ty 


Rose, in Davic, on. oit., 





162 


wae made of logs, nine inches in diameter at the amaller end, 
and placed close together, epiked, and fastened with binders, 
On top of this raft a layer of loose brush, « foot thick, was 
placed and fastened with poles and wire, fhe width of the mat- 
trese varied from 25 to 150 feet according to the depth of the 
water, At thie time hilis of rock were being cut down in New 
York City to grade new streets end in order to clear the rock 
away, the contractors sold the stone for twenty-five cente a 
ton, £,.0.b, vessel, Only three hundred tons could be brought 
across the bar, “Thus New York City sent ue the foundation for 
making Jacksonville the most prosperous city on the south 
Atlantic PORT The work was stopped by injunction in 16856 
by a man who claimed that he held a patent on the log mattress 
whieh was being used, Captain Rose had previously worked out 
& plan for a elm lar mattress composed of bundles of brush and 
other small growth, so he took this opportunity te experiment 
with 1t. This method proved so successful that the Government 
adopted his plan to be used wherever jetties are built on sand 
er mud base, Next, Florida hard flint surface stone was used 
for the submerged jetties, Two ridges of stone with a space 
between were bullt up to the low water level, Then, the space 
between the two ridges was filled with oyster shell mixed with 
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Plorida limestone, and a layer of hard stone wea placed on top. 
With the help of the shell fish which clung to thie combination, 
a solid breakwater below the level of the water wae formed, The 
submerged jettles were completed in June, 1893; in the meane 
while, however, Gongrese had seriously considered the report of 
My, Eade who had recommended high Jetties. It wae decided to 
built a seven foot superstructure, and the work was begun in 
1603-94, Granite boulders, averaging five tons each, were 
brought from South Carolina and placed on top of the submerged 
work, This work progressed slowly and satisfasterily.” By 
June 1893, a channel over the bar fifteen feet deep at low tide 
and nineteen and one-half feet deep at high tide had been 
Gvedged, While the work at the mouth of the river wae in 
progtess, agitation for an increased depth in the channel off 
Dames Point was begun by the business community, newspapers, 

and the Board of steal; With the help of the War Department, 
Judge ©, M. Randall, Captain W, MH. Black, and General Casey, a 
bill was prepared; and through the efforts of D. G. Ambler, J, 5.- 
Pairhead, J, A. 0, Stockton, and J. D. Bucky, the bill allowing 
Duval Gounty to call an election to decide whether the county 


Se OR at TE ai py of 
CAEN Ie 


we! : OR ANU Ey. 
fille: Garrett Printing 





164 


should bond itself for $300,000 for St. Johna River improvements 
was passed by the Leutehatunnn * Although there was a strong 
Opposition, the bonds were voted on December 3, 1691 and sold 

at a premium to Jacksonville bankers and capitaliste for the 

eum of $308,251.79,” The work was begun in June, 1992, and 
completed two years later at a cost of $301,236.63." ° The 
result was a channel 200 feet wide with a medium depth of twenty 
feet at high water from Jacksonville to the ocean, The following 
statement taken from the Board of Trade Report shows the entire 


cost of the improvement of the St. Johns River from 1870e1902,"" 


si 1870 to 1676 inolusive for curveyes and 








% 70,000.00 
June 14, 1860 U. S&S, Government appropriation 125,000,00 
March 3, 1 + Be c 100,000.00 
suguet 3, 1882 U. 5, 0 : 000.00 
july 5, 1884 U, 3. a : 
August 6, 1896 U. 5, " " 
Bt ree 1688 U. &. : * 
September 19, 1890 U. 5." a 
July 13, 1892 U.S, a : 
Mareh 3, 1893 U. &. ” . 
June 3, 1806 U. S, a ‘ 
March 3, 1699 U, &. a " gy 29G +2606 
In 1892=4 Duval County expended “tatoea. 63 
ae lege Ue S, Government epent in dredging 
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According to a comparative table of commerce of the port 
of Jackronville from 1870 to 1894, compiled by Charles i, 
Smith from the Custom iw ee Ee the average tonnage of 
vessels entering the port in 1870 was 3238 per vessel, In 1604 
the average tonnage shown ie 1,060 per vensel, The exporte in 
1870 were valued at 91,698,800, whereas in 1894 the value was 
$15,000 ,000, The deepening of the river channel and the work 
on the jettica had resulted in an increase of one third in the 
river commerce by the year 1604, 

In 16765, after the government had begun dredging at the 
mouth of the river, the Mallory Line opened steamer service 
to Jacksonville. The first steamer of the Clyde Line arrived 
in Jacksonville on November 25, 1886. The line opened with 
one ship a week, During the yellow fever epidemic of 1988 ite 
service was discontinued until December of that year. 

Prom the period of the Oivil War to 1860, there was little 
aotivity in railroad construction affecting Jacksonville, 

The Internal Improvement Aet which haa been pagsed in 1665 
gave the companies who undertook construction of proposed rail. 
roada the right to iesue coupon bonds at the rate of $10,000 per 
mile to defray expence of raile and equipment, and additional 
bonds for bridges and trestle work, These bends were to be due 
in thirty-five years, and bear an interest of seven per cent, 
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payable semi-annually, and be a first lien om the roads. The 
bonia were to be endorsed by the State treasurer guaranteeing 
that the Internal Improvement fund was to pay the interest. 

Lend grante amounting to about six square miles for each mile 

of road were given to the companies, Counties were authorized 
to bond themselves to aid the roads, end all railroads were 
exempt from taxation, During the construction of the railroads 
the company wae to pay the fund every six months fifty per cent 
of ite net income, to apply on the interest on the outetanding 
bonds. However emall thie might be, the fund would make up 

the balance necessary to pay the interest due to the bondholders, 
After the company had completed ite proposed road, then it 
should pey the fund one per cent per annum on the amount of the 
bonded debt, to form a sinking fund to meet the principal of 

the bonds when they came due, If, after paying thie one per 
cent, the net earnings of the company in any year should be leas 
than oix per cent on the amount of capital stock actusliy paid 
in and the bonded debt, then the net earnings were to be divided 
in two portiona, pro rata to the stock and the bonds, and the 
part apportioned to the bonds should be paid the fund to assist 
it in meeting the interest, When the net earnings, after the 
payments to the sinking fund, exceeded six per cent ac stated, 
then the company must pay the Internal Improvement fund the 
entire interest on the bends ae it became due. In any case the 
fund paid the coupon holders, whose right to rely on the guaranty 
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of the trust funda wag not affected by the earninge of the road, 
For all payments of interest out of the fund in exoess of what 

any railroad company turned in toward the seme, the fund was to 
receive oapitel stock of the company, by virtue of the seme to 

enjoy the privileges and sdvantages of private stockholders, 

The rallroads, being practically wrecked by the Civil War, 
failed to make the required payments to the Internal Improvement 
fund, A provision of the Internal Improvement Act etated that 
no bonds would be endorsed by the trustees for any road con- 
structed eight years after the approval of the act. This 
period expired in January, 1863, end there never wae any extension 
of time, although the greater part of the proposed roads in 
Plorida remained meenetrantets The linee or parte of lines 
constructed after the war were regarded as completed roade 
within the meaning of the internal improvement law, and the 
companies operating them having failed to pay the sinking fund 
one-half of one per cent semieannually, the trustees, under the 
power given them by the statute » Seized and sola then, 

The only road which came into Jacksonville at the close of 
the war was deroribed by a traveler in this manner: 


.--We went from Marianna to Tallahagcee, 
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seventy-five miles by private conveyance, 
there not being any railroad in the state 
. weet of Telliahassee, From Tallahassee to 

Jeokeonville, (we) traveled on what wae criled 

the Florida, Central, and Peningula Railroad, 

It was a atreak of rust, The train ran off 

the track three or four times a trip, After 

eighteen hours of tedious travel (wa) reached 

Jagknonville, There wan no depot, the train 

atopped at ite terminus at the corner of 

Cedar and Foreyth Streete.... There were no 

public conveyances to meet the traveler. Mot 

a horse team in the olty.... 21 
Thies road was sold by the trustees of the interne] improvement 
fund on Haroh 4, 1866, to Williem £, Jackson and hie agsociates 
for $111 ,000,"" 

The firet effort toward new construction before 1800 
occurred in August, 1868, when the St, Augustine Relilroead Company 
was incorporated by HM. 5. Littlefield and George ¥. Swepson, 
two of the most notorious mon in the period of Reconstruction. 
Through loans to the State and to the governor, Littlefield 
influenced Governor Reed to call a special session of the legia- 
lature whereby $4,000,000 worth of bonde were Leoued for *wepson' 
benefit. An order of court restrained the Governor ond Treacurer 
from eigning the wande, The road from Jacksonville to St, 


Augustine was postponed, 
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In 1861 the Internal Improvement fund wac released from 
debt by the sale of four million acres of its land to Hamilton 
Disston, This resulted in the consolidation and extension of the 
old railroad systen, and an immediate and very remarkable re« 
vival of railroad building in all partes of the State, The 
companies then in existence or chartered after 1891 were aided 
by the Internal Improvement fund by donations of alternate 
sections of land within six mile parallels along their lines, 
and epecial grants in addition, If the lande adjoining the 
railroad lines were not lands belonging to the Internal Improve- 
ment fund, equivalent ecres in the southern pert of the state 
were granted, Under thie atimulus new railroad construction 
began and 01d railroad lines were revived, 

The Jackeonville St. Augustine and Indian River Aailroad 
Company, chartered on March 4, 1879, had completed a road from 
the 5t, Johne River to the Indien River by way of St. Augustine 
by 1801." In the meanwhile a line from Yulee to Jacksonville 
was constructed under the name of the Fernandina and Jackeon~ 
vhile Rallroad NOT a This eompany agreed to maintain ite 
shope in Jacksonville if the city would give it permission to 
oross Bay Street, The principal business of this road was the 
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hauling of loge to Henry Clark's mill. A station was built 
neer Hogan's Green,” 

In 1802 the old Florida Atlantic and Gulf Central, which 
hed been sold to William =f, Jackson, was conveyed to the Florida 
Central and Western Rallrond Company whieh head completed a line 
from the Apalachicola River to Lake city.” 

Seon efter Mr, Disston purcharced the four million acres, 
he transferred half his interests to foreign capitalists, repre- 
sented in Florida by Sir Edward Reed, of tngland, Dr, Jacobue 
Wertheim, of Amsterdam, and Generel Philip Reddy, of Alabama and 
London, These capitallatse, who vere also interested in railroad 
bonds, made the first extensive combination of railroads in 
Plorida, including the Florids Transit and Peninecule, Fernandina 
and Jacksonville, Florida Central and Western, Leesburg and 
Indian River. Under thelr ownership the system was consolidated 
in 1684 under the name of the Florida Railway and Navigation 
Company °°? in November, 1885, thie company went into receiver- 
ship and wae gold to W. Bayard Cutting at publie auction, On 
July 12, 1806, Mr, Cutting sold the line to a company operating 
under the name of Plorida Gentral end Peninsula Railroad, This 
line was merged with the Senboord Air Line Railroad Company on 
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August 15, 1903. 

A line to the north of Jacksonville war opened in 1881. 
The East Plorida railroad was built from Jacksonville to the 
St. Mary'e River where it met « road from Vayoross, Georgia, 
This enabled « company to operate the first direct line fron 
Savenneh to Jacksonville, Yenry L,. Plant purchased the Hast 
Florida read end organized the Savannsh, Plorida, and vestern 
Railroad Gompany which wes merged with the Atlantic Coast Line 
in 1902," | 

A line to the eouth of Jackeonville was opened in 1883 
when a road from the south side of the 5%, Johne River to ot, 
Auguetine was completed, The Jacksonville St. Aucustine and 
Halifax River Railway, acs the company was named, opereted ferry 
service across the 3t. Johns River in connection with the rail- 
roud, The roadbed and equipment of thie railroad wwe-artani 
The raile weighed thirty pounds to the yard, as compered with 
the ninety pound rail in use today. They were laid narrow 
gouge, three feet apart, instead of four feet, sight and one-half 
inches, later adopted by the railroads as stendard gauge. The 
locomotives were wood burners and had large belieshaped stacks, 
with a soreen over the top known es & “eperk arrester.“ Ail 
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equipment hed link and pin couplers and hand brakes, ‘The fare 
cherged for the thirty~slx mile ride between Jaokeonville ani 
St. Auguetine wae (1,50 one way, $2.50 round trip.” Thies road 
wae opened to commeroial service on June 28, 1883" and was 
advertioed 4n 1884 ag the "St. Aucuetine Route." The head 
quarters for this line were located in Jacksonville, the officers 
being W, G, Greene, president, Ww. L. Crawford, treacurer, and 
G, D, Aokerly, general passenger agent. <A new winter time 
table’ dated October 29, 15963 showed seven stations or stops 
between Jacksonville and 5t. Augustine, 

| In 1603 Henry M, Plagler, who had made hie fortune in the 
041 bueiness, came to St. Auguetine where he found the hotel 
faollities crude in comparison with thore in the northern cities, 
Realizing the potentialities of the historic "“Anolent city," 
he planned a magnificent hotel to be called the Ponee de Leon. 
He sent his architects to Spain to prepare plans for this vast 
enterprise and arranged for the building materials, The work 
on the Ponce de Leon began in 1685, However, Flagler found 
that the narrow gauge line into 8t. Augustine would neither 
permit adequate transportation for the large quantities of 
building materLeale now satlefy the clase of guests he wished for 
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hie hotels, Failing to convinee the owners of the Jacksonville 
St, Augustine and Halifax River Railway that it would be to 
their advantage to modernize the roed, Mr, Plagler on December 
31, 1885, purchased the etooke and bonds of the company.°® 

The read was improved animodern equipment wae added, On 
denuery 10, 1866, the firct through allePullman vestibule train 
wae operated from Jersey City to. Jacksonville making the run 
in twenty-nine hours and fifty nheckenit” 

In order to ecve time and to eliminate inconvenience, 
Flagler decided to bridge the 8t, Johne River, The Jackeonville 
Gridge Company wae organized in 1889 for thie purpose, The 
construction of the steel bridge was completed on January 20, 
1890, The Savannah Florida and Western built the track from the 
bridge to the terminal station while the Jacksonville 5t. 
Auguetine and Halifax River Company operated the bridge, In | 
1892, the Jacksonville St, Augustine and Indian River Railroad 
Company bought the controlling etock in the Jacksonville Bridge 
Company, at the same time leasing the Jacksonville St. Augustine 
and Halifax River Railway Company,” on September 7, 1895 the 
name of the Jacksonville St, Auguetine and Indian Niver road 


was changed to the Florida East Coast Rallway Company.” The 
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Jackeonville St. Augustine and Halifax River Railway Company, 
which had been leased by the Jacksonville St, Augustine and 
Indien River Reliway, was deeded to the Floride East Coast Rall~ 
way Company on April 4, 1996, A month later the Jacksonville 
Bridge Compeny was eequired by the same organization, owned by 
Henry M. Viscies, Truc, in a period of ten years, Mr, Flagler 
had combined the Jaoksonville St, Augustine and Halifax Railway, 
the Jacksonville St, Auguetine and Indian River Rellwey, and the 
Jaskaonville Bridge Company into the Plorida East Coact Rellway 
Line. 

| Another road to the south had been constructed in 1882 
by the Jacksonville Tampa and Key West Railroad Company which 
hed previously been called the Tampa Pease Creek and St, Johns 
Raliread. When the chorter went into the hande of the Jackson- 
40 robert H. Coleman 
of Pennsylvania was president, The company began grading be- 
tween Jacksonville and Palatka and by 1884, the fifty mile road 
had been constructed, fhe portion in Duval County was pure 
chased in 1893 by the Plant Inveetment Company who eold it to 
the St, Johns Railway Company, This company, on the same day, 
conveyed the line to the Savannah Floride and Western Railway 


ville Tampa and Key Weet Railway Company, 
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Company which later became a part of the Atlantic Coast Line 
natirona, * 

A group of Jaokeonville citizens, consisting of John q. 
Burbridge, Franeis E, Spinner, H. 8. Ely, J. ™. Shumacher, 
8, P. Hubberd, and others," organized on August 29, 1862, a 
company known as | the Arlington and Atlantic Rallway, These men 
wished to construct a road from Jacksonville to a point on the 
Atlantic Ocean, The name of the company was chenged before long 
to a more descriptive name, Jacksonville end Atlantic Railway. 
A hnerrow gauge road, sixteen and one-half miles long, was built 
to a place on the Atlantic known at that time as Ruby, a 
settlement consisting of & lone house belonring to the post 
naeter,** Upon the entrance of the railroad in 1864, the name 
was changed to Pablo Beach, John G, Christopher, a Jacksonville 
citizen, built the Murray Hall Hotel on the Atlantic Coast at 
Pablo, This hotel was noted ac being the most beautiful hotel, 
architecturally, on the entire Atlentic weno. During ite 
existence 1% was the secial center of Duval County and northern 
Plorida, However, ite life was short as it was destroyed by 
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fire on August 7, 1891, along with the depot and the surrounding 
buildings of the railway company, The owners of the road had 
plenned to develop Pablo ae a resort towns in fact, the property 
hed been laid out es o town end many lote hed been gold, With 
the deatruction of the Murray Hall, the limited patronege of 
the rond goused 1t to fall. Later, a new Jacksonville and 
Atlantic Railway company was incorporated but the bonds and 
eapitel stock were purchased by Mr. Plegler in 1990, 8 

Another uneuscessful venture was the establishment of a 
line from Arlington to Mayport to Burncide Beach, north of 
Pablo Beach, by the Jacksonville Mayport Pablo Rallway and 
Navigation Company in 1086. This road terminated at a point 
about three miles below Jeckeonville where connection was made 
by a steamer with the otty.*? mis road wae unsuccessful in ite 
operation; consequently, 1% went for sale under foreclosure in 
1895, 

The Jacksonville Terminal Company was organized in April, 
1694, to build « depot, yards, tracke, and shop facilities, The 
Plorida Central and Peninsula, the Jacksonville, St. Auguetine 
end Indien River, and the gavannoh Florida and Weatern Railwaya 
were the proprietors, each owning one-third of the capital 
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stock, Part of the money was raised by selling stock to the 
three owning railroads and part by a bond issue of °800,000, 

The location of the property upon which the terminal was built 
wae low marsh land and 300,000 eubie yards of earth were hauled 
in to reclaim it, More than 2,100 palmetto pilings were driven 
for «a foundation, some of them to a depth of seventy aa 
thie property was bound by Church, Porsyth, and Ray streets on 
the north, Cleveland Street on the eact, MoeCoy'e Creek and 
Dennis Street on the south and Enterprise Street on the west, 
The temporary atation built on Bay end Stuart streets was opened 
on February 4, 1895. A brick depot was then constructed by 
January 18, 1997, *" The paseenger depot was used by the Savannah 
Plorida and Western, the Plorida Central and Indian River, and 
the Jaokeonville Tampa and Key Vest roads, 

Another reallrosd known as the Georgia Southern and Florida 
Rallway came into Jxekeonville from the north in 1809. Before 
this date, the firm of Baxter and Company, lumber operators 
at Fargo, Georgia, operated a log train running to the southeant 
and northwest of Pargo, This firm, composed of G, 3, Baxter, 
Walton Fergueon, Jr., and 3, C,. Long, together with walton — 
Ferguson, ®v,, incorporated the Atlantic Valdosta and Western 
RaLlway under the feorgie lew” to build a road from Valdosta to 
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Jegkeonville using the old log read. Wishing a terminal in 
Jacksonville, the company applied for and received permission 
from the Gity Council to construct a read along the St, Johns 
River waterfront, The franchine wae turned over to a corporation 
known as the 3t. Johnea Hiver Terminal company, owned by Walton 
Perguoon, Sr,, and associates, Thie company was to operate in 
connection with the Atlantic VYaldoeta end Weetern Rallwoy. 

While the St. Johns River Terminal Company was building its 
road along the river front, the Atlentio Valdosta and Western 
road vae built into Jacksonville to connect with the 6t, Johne 
road, A passenger and freight station wae built at Catherine 
and Forsyth etreete and used for two or three years, ‘Then, the 
Atlantic Valdosta and Weatern Red lway applied for permission to 
entex the union ctation but this request war refused. Complaint 
was mode to the State Nallroad Commission and an order was 
Leeued to the Jreksonville Terminal Company to allow the Atlantic 
Valdosta and Vertern Mallway to use the union station. The 
Terminal Company ayein refused and the case wae taken to the 
Supreme Court where the decision was made in favor of the At- 
lentic Valdosta and Weetern Railway, In 1902, the etook of the 
Atlantic Valdosta ond Weetern Rallway and the ®t, Johna Niver 
Terminal Company was purchased by the Southern Rallway in order 


61. 
to secure on entrance into Jacksonville. 
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in 1699 the Cummex Lumber Company, whieh hed an output of 
36,000,000 feet of pine lumber a your,” bailt the Jacknonville 
and Southweetern from thelr mille in Jeekesonville by way of 
Raldwin to Newberry, Florida, a distance of about ninety miles 
through rich timber lands, In the fall of 1609 passenger service 
wae begun over thie road, In 1903 1t wan cold to Mr. ¢. WY. 
Ghaee who conveyed 1% in 1904 to the Atlantic Coast Line system.” 

The following table showe the number of miles of road 
owned by each company which entered Jacksonville up until December 





$1, 1900, | 
Main ‘Treok 
Atlantic Valdosta and veetern 48.97 
Florida Central and Peninsula 689,76 
Florida East Coast 404,96 
Georgia Southern and Florida 116,00 
Jackoonville and Southweotern 85,60 
Gavanneah Florida and Western nmmtetda 12, 
Total 2,286,968 
62 
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Viles of 


Side Track 


8.08 
9,12 
63.94 
10.50 
6,00 
220.63 


CHAPTER TEN 
THE CITY BECOMES OF AGE 


The census of 1900 recorded the population of buval 
County a8 39,733, a gain of 4,870 in ten years, Jacksonville 
at this time hed 26,429 inhabitante ani wae the lergest city 
in the stete with again of 6,570 in ten yeare, During this ten 
year period the citizens were becoming coneciour of the importance 
of Jacksonville as the leading city in Florida, More thought 
was given to social development and to civic improvement than 
had been given in the past. Little did the oltizens know that 
ene misfortune would follow another until the elty as they had 
built 1t was completely destroyed. 

Many organizationa were established in Jackesonvilie during 
the latter part of the nineteenth century. Pircst in their re- 
epecotive fields, the majority of these organizations paved the 
way for cimiler organizations throughout the state, The Seminole 


Glub van orgenized for social purposes on April 19, 1807," On 
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dune 25, 1988," a charter was grented to the Morocco Temple of 
the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the liystic Shrine, 

The Jacksonville Lodge Mo, 221 of the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elke was chertered on December 12, 1991," On January 
12, 1896 Temple Lodge No, 23 of the Masons war chartered with 
Wilbur P, Webeter an Worshipful Master, and twenty neuders,” 
Tonic Lodge, Mo, 101 of the Masons, was chartered on January 17, 
1900, with David P, Myerson, Worshipful Master and seventeen 
charter meaberen,” The Palmetto Camp No, 3, Woodmen of the World 
was chartered on April 22, 1093.° 

The Friday Mueloale of Jacksonville was founded ae “The 
Ladies Priday Musioale® by Mre, Charlee &, Adame in 1890, Meet- 
ings were held in the home of Mre, Adams until 1093 when the 
ladies organized a permanent ele,” 

The first chapter of the United Daughters of Conf edersey 
in Jacksonvilie developed from on organization known as the 
Woman's Confederate Home Aegociation of Jacksonville whose pur~ 
pose it was to establish « home for destitute Gonf ederate 
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eoldiere., Upon application to the geieral United Daughters of 
the Confederacy, founded in 1694, this organization obtained a — 
charter on November 6, 1895, ae the Martha Reid Chapter Mo, 19.° 

Through the efforts of Mre, John G, Christopher, the 
Jeckeonville Chepter of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
wae organized and chartered on Februxry 14, 1696, This wae the 
firet chapter of this organization in. Florida,” 

The firet golf olub in Jacksonville and in Florida was 
organized on February 26, 1096 under the nome of the St. Johns 
Golf Club, Linke were laid out on the south eide of the St. 
Johns River, On July 26, 1990, the organization was incorporated 
ac the Jackeonville Country Club, The following September the 
name was chanced to the Florida Gountry Club and moved to the 
north side of the river,” 

The Woman's Club of Jecksonville waa founded in 1097, the 
objeot being to give aid to any worthy cause, A year later the 
olub joined the Florida State Federation of Women's Clubs and 
the General Federation of Women's Clube of the United states,” 

The National Society of Colonisl Dames of America in the 
State of Florida wae organized in Jacksonville on December 8, 
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1608. The object of the organization vas to collect and preserve 
mnanuccripte and historic data of the Colonial period, to stiau- 
Late a love of hictory and to stimulate a leve for country, A 
provicion of the charter stated that the annual elections should 
alwaye be held in Jeckeonville, There were no Loosl chapters.” 
| On May 11, 1900, the Home for the Aged wac incorporated 
which war a reorgenization of the Home for the Aged Women founded 
in 1200," 

The Duval Athletic Club was organized in October, 1093, 
for the purpose of securing the world's championship fight 
between J, J, Corbett and Cherlee Mitchell. All preliminary 
arrangements hed been made when the governor issued notice thet 
force would be used, if necessary, to prevent this fight. 
Corbett exrived in Jecksonville about the middle of Decenber 
and went into training at Mayport. Mitehell came two weeks later 
ond was arrested upon hie arrival; he gave bond for 51500 and 
eotabliched training headquarters at St, Augustine, The governor 
omiered the second batallion of State troops to Jaokeonville to 
agsist the sheriff in stepping the fight. Nowever, immediately 
before the big event, the Duval Athletic Club secured an ine 
junction against interference by the euthorities, The fight 
took place on the afternoon of January 25, 18094, at the oid 
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fairgrounds in Fairfield with 1800 speetators present. Corbett 
won by a knockout in the third round after which both contestants 
were arrested for assault and battery,>* At the next meeting of 
the legislature, an act was passed prohibiting prize fighting 
and pugilietic exhibitions, 

In the preseding yeer the lewiclature restored the 
elective franchise to the qualified voters of the city, The 
charter wae amended and now provided for a government composed 
of © mayor, seven ocounclimen=eatelarge, comptroller, and 
treseurer, to be eleoted by the qualified electors at large; 
nine ward councilmen, to be elected by their respective wards; 
three members of a Board of Public Works, three members of a 
Board of Police Commiscioners, a municipal judge, a recorder, 

& marshall, and other officers not provided for, to be eleoted 
by the cite eeunaele 

in the Legislative session of 1695 an act approved May 
27, repealed the Act of 1893 as to the election of the municipal 
officers for the city of Jecksonville, ‘The offiees ef council- 
men-at-large ana the Board of Police Commiseionere were abolished, 
the duties of the Board of Police Commissioners being given to 
a hew committee called the Board of Eleotions Commissioners, 


an, January 26, 1604, 
in, 1603, Chapter 4301, 





The five members of this board were elected by the qualified 
voters, The number of ward councilmen was increarced to two 
representativer from esoh ward, The officere for the positions 
of recorder, municipal judge, and marshal were now selected by 
popular etect 

In 1899 the Dom of Sleetions Jomaiestonersa wae sboliahed 
and ite duties were absorbed by the Roard of Bond Trustees, which 
had been created in 1663 by an ordinance of the City Counedl..” 
The Board now hed power to appoint all officers not eleoted by 
the people, ond 211 members of the police force, subject to the 
approval of two-thirds of the menbere of the Gity Council. The 
Hoard wae also given broad powers in reference to the removal 
of meabere of the police force ani to the control of the electric 
Light plente 

Jackeonville's first bond tasue for general improvements 
wae approved on May 30, 1893, the legielature euthorising «a 
bond issue of $1,000,000 Watervorks and Improvements Ronis, The 
4esue wao approved by the voters October 17, 1603 in the 
following apnbubsameuhes 
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Por redemption of outstanding Sanitary Bonde 2200 , O00 


Yor extending and improving Waterworks 226 , 000 
Yor extending and Improving sewerage and 

drainage 176,000 
Por opening and improving streets and parke 175,000 
Yor purchacing site end building City Building 100,000 
For erecting elsotrie Light plant 75,000 
Yor bulkhesading street fronts 26,000 
For enlarging fire department 26,000 


By the provision made in the bond issue of 1695, the last 
of the Sanitary Ronde, lasued in 1676, were oalled in ond paid 
on August 16, 1805, Thus, the waterworka became a posession 
of the City of Jacksonville, Artesian water wae now furnished 
to the residents of the city for twelve dollars a year for each 
houre, allowing an average of three hundred gallons per as. 

The firet atructural improvements at the waterworks plant 
were made in 1896 when the pumping station war enlergsd. During 
the same year a twelve inch pipe wae drilled 950 feet at Seventh 
ami Silver etreets, This gave an additional 600,000 gallons of 
water per aay,"* Two years later a reservoir of 200 x 160 feet 
and thirteen feet deep war constructed, having « capacity of 
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2,400,000 gallons fi 

In 1092 the first idea of brick paving was advanced, The 
work of retoving the wooden paving blocka began in 1893, By 
June 1, 1604, Bay Street wae paved with brick from Bridge to 
Market streets, By the end of 1996 the paving in the city 
anounted to 6.8 miles of vitrified brick, 6.7 miles marl and 
rook, and 3.5 miles shell,” 

The walks, ponds, and shrubbery of the Hemming, Riverside, 
and Springfield Parke were improved with money from the bond. 
iseue of 1003." 

| In November, 1692, the City Coune1l contracted with the 
Jacksonville Eleotria Company to supply ten are lighte on Bay 
Street from Bridge to Liberty, For gas and eleetricity both 
the city and the residents were dependent upon the Citizens Gas 
and Electric Light Company whieh owned the only gas worke ani 
had the controlling stock in the Jecksonville Sleetric Light 
Gompany, Ac a pesult, this company fixed the prices for gas 
and electricity, The bond iesue of 1893 provided for the > 
erection of an electric light plant, Accordingly, the plant was 
erected next to the waterworks at a cost of ['76,075, and turned 





over to the city for operation, The prices were then fixed by 
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the City Counoll, the rate being seven cents per thousand watte 
for inoandeseent lights, and seven dollars and fifty cents per 
month for two thousand ecndleepower are sehen This rate was 
much lower than the rate set by the privately owned company, 

The $10,000 provided by the bond issue of 1893 for the 
purchase of a site and the erection of a city building resulted 
in 2 twoestory red brick City Hall and Merket on Ocean Street 
between Forsyth and. Adema etreete. The first floor wae used for 
& market and wan eo constructed that the lower floor could be 
flooded and thoroughly cleansed, The second floor contained 
the Council Chamber and the city offices, The cost of this 
improvement, including the «ite and the furniture, wae go7,000,°° 

During thie period of city improvements, the county and 
the United States Government built new buildinga, The county 
constructed an armory, supposedly fireproof, on the southweet 
gornes’ of Market and Adame strecte at the cost of 624,000," " 
Work on the United States Government butiding on the northeast 
corner of Por sy th and Hogan streets began in September, 1802, 
and ended in 1696, The United States appropriated 3250,000 


for thie improvement,=° 








Repory OF COew OF Pace 


26. avis, Oe GLb.» Pp. 332. 


er ead., pe 474, 


26 | 
TRid., DO» 340. 


190 


Pive fire stations were bullt in different sections of the 
oity with the money provided in the bond teoue, 

This growth of Jacksonville was temporarily retarded by 
several disasters, The panic of 1093 caueed « short financial 
depression in which one bank, the Dime Savings Bank, went out 
of business.” in 1894 the price of cotton was the lowest ever 
HO The crop that year wae a failure and Jsoksonville as a 
market suffered in consequence, The freezes of that winter 
added te the calamity, On December 29, 1804, the temperature 
fell to fourteen degrees above zero, killing the leaves, damaging 
the fruit, and cerioucly hurting the orange treee, Thie was 
followed by a period of spring-like weather in whieh buds and . 
leaves appeered on the trees, but again, on February 7, 1695, 
oame a blizgerd which lasted for five days, Snow fell for the 
firet time since 18365" and the temperature went to the lowest 
point ever recorded in the city up to that tine,” The sap in 
the trees froze, the bark split end oracked; nearly all the trees 
were killed, There was a great lose of preperty and many 
wealthy people were left penniless, Jacksonville suffered 
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because Duval County wae one of the leading citrue fruit sections 
at thie Te ie It was estimated thet there was $76,000,000 
worth of damage done to the oranze industry in Floride. After 
the "big freeze" many fruit growers moved to the southern part 

of the state, othere took up new induetries, and « few otarted 
agein with oitrus fruit growing. Again, on February 1213, 

1899 came a freeze, The thermometer went down to ten degrees 
above zero, the coldest weather since the freeze of 1936.°" Snow 
feli to a depth of two inches and remained on the ground for a 
day, Again, the vegetable crops, fruit trees, and even forest 
trees were killed, 

The city had no sooner recovered from the effeete of the 
freeze than the greatest disarcter in the history of Jacksonville 
occurred, On May 3, 1901, the grenter part of the city war de- 
stroyed by fire. About noon of that day sparks from a Negro 
shanty ignited the fiber which had been laid out to dry in the 
Cleveland PMiber factory on Beaver and Davie streets in the north 
weet seotion of the city. Attempts were made to extinguish the 
flames with buckets of water but soon the whole faotory was in 
flames, The fire alarm was turned in, but before the Fire Depart- 
ment could reach the place, the adjacent buildings were burning. 
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4 fresh weet-northvest wind wae blowing, and when the burning 
buildings caved in, sparke and particles of burning fiber were 
carried swiftly to nearby buildings and residences built of 
piteh pine, As there had been e long dry spell, the fire spread 
rapidly. One newspaper account etetes thet fire spread as 
fast as a man could walk, >” 

In thirty minutes, Haneontowm, a suburb in the northwest, 
wag all on fire, and the flames were spreading eastward to 
Bridge Street. The wind inoreared and csrried the fire into 
the city proper, The Pire Department wae unable to cope with 
such & eituation, It ie sald that the fire hose burned ac the 
water pasced through it. Help was acked from the cities of 
St. Auguetine, Savenneh, Fernandina, Brunswick, and Waycross. 
The Pernendina company arrived first and two houre and thirty 
minutes after the message had been sent, the Savannah Fire 
Department was at the Union Station, These fire departments 
were of great service, | 

The progrese of the fire is deseribed in the following 
newspaper article which appesred the morning after the fire: 

With inoredible speed the fire spread, 
of march,” By 2148 o'clock the handeone 
residences in the vicinity of Julia and Chureh 
etreete were blazing, the flamer in the mean 


time having converted into smoking piles of 
aches the thickly built portion of Ashley 
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Street, between Cedar and Hogan, The vast 
majority of theese houses, ae indeed are most 
of the recidences in Jacksonville, were frame 
structures, They burned like cigar boxes, like 
cheff, as the thundering, mighty, lurid storm 
wave of fire rolled to the east, ever to the 
east, and swept the area bare, . 

At twenty minutes pact three the Windsor 
Hotel wee in a blaze. This grest box-like 
building, covering the entire block bounded 
by Hogan, Duvel, Julia, and Monroe Streets, 
burned with awful fury. Fortunately all the 
guerre had werning and the building's upper 

loorse were empty when the fire cane, e burn- 
ing of a hotel like the Yindeor would ordinarily 
be regarded ac 6 disarter in iteelf, but yester- 
day it lapsed into insignificance, even t 

alone ite destruction involved a Joss of £176,000, 

A few minutes later the St. James, which hae 
been closed since April 19, wae a mage of flames. 
Although partly a brick structure, it, too, 
burned like tinder, By this time, in the general 
eataclyem of destruction the loss of individual 
buildings wae loct sight of. Isolated housed, 
one and two hundred yards to the sactward, were 
burning, and fresh nuclei of flame vere being 
added, Sti1i progress was steadily to the 
east. Twenty minutes prior to the ignition of 
the St, dames, houses here end there east on 
val and Laurea were burning, All in a moment 
& blinding typhoon of smoke and duet came with 
an overwhelming power, blowing eastward, and it 
was necesesry for thoce in the street to run to 
escape it, 

For so time it seemed thet the flerce advance 
wae straight to the east. Houre after house 
succumbed, Wo effort was made to save build- 
ings now, Everyone knew that to save any build- 
ing in the track of the fury was inpossible, 
and om and on it sped. Churches, public bulid- 
ings and shops were destroyed, 

At four-thirty o'clock, St. Jchne Episcopal 
Chureh neighborhood wae the center of the con- 
flegreation, It lived but ea few minutes, The 
Catholic Church of the Immaculate Conception, 
St. Joseph's Orphanage and the Convent soon 
fell prey to the devourer, Now the blaze raged 
along Duval and Adems, but the wind changed 
and the conquering blaze veered to the south, 
The armory was burned, In the space of a few 
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minutes the fire erosced blocks southward, 

and beautiful home after home became a torch, 
Ate light lost in the monstrous masse of red 
illumination, The Duval Street viaduct was 
on fire at 5 ofolock., The vacant meadow over 
which it passes wae covered with furniture and 
household goode, 

The fires were raging all the time in the 
eection north of Ademes end east of Laura. The 
Massey Business College building beceme ignited 
on Main Street, and irresistible the flames crept 
toward Bay Street. 

Until now it wae thought that Bay Street 
would escape, but the thought wae in vain, ‘The 
terror wae bending in e fatal embrace to the 
South. The roar and crackle resounded as the 
great pinions of fire moved skyward, sending 
showers of cinders far into the St, Johns. ‘The 
Emery Auditorium was a victim, Then the Board 
of Trade building, the ®eminole Club, the 
Metropolis publication building, the City Hall 
building snd morket, and the Hubbard building 
in turn were burned, In the last were great 
stores of dynamite, powder and ammunition, ond 
there wag explosion after explosion, sdding to 
the dangers thet surrounded the firemen on 
every side, 

Then to Bay Street the flamer ate their way. 
The new Purchgott building wae in a few minutes 
blazing, and the leap to the Gardiner building, 
towering eix stories high, was easy, The heat 
wae “intolerable, Building after iding on 
the opposite side of the street was soon a masse 
of flames Py 

Hight had fallen.... About 7:30 ofelock the 
wind died. The flames had lapped up everything 
in their way from the Cleaveland Factory to the 
Duval Street viaduct, and back on Bay to Laura, 
The flames were under control at 6:30 p.m 37 


burping the fire a blanket of emoke and flame covered the 
eity almost shutting out the light. In Raleigh, North Carolina, 
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the flames of the burning city were agen about dark and men 
turned to each other and remarked that «a city must be burning 
to the south, In Savannah, the euoke of the earlier afternoon 
wae supposed to indicate a coming storm and inquiries were 
made at the weather NaS 

While the city wae burning, the scene was one of intense 
confusion; after the fire died down, the seene was one of 
desolation. That night the inhabiteante settled in vacant iets 
amd under the trees in the area outside the burned district, 
many of them unable to realize thet they had lost practically 
all of their post essions, 

The morning efter the fire the oitizens met in the United 
States Government bullding te consider immediate relief 
measures, A committee was appointed to prepsre plans for ine 
stant relief, This comaittee was called the Jacksonville Relief 
Association and inoluded men who had been prominent in the 
yellow fever epidemic relief work in 1886, As theese men were 
experienced, it wae not long before a amoothly working organiza- 
tion had been perfected. Before noon, food supplies were being 
issued to those who were hungry, Donations from citizens were 
sufficient until Kay 13, when an appeal wae sent out to the 
citizene of the United States for aseictance, ‘ 

In response to this meesage, many telegrams offering 
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assistance and expressing sympathy were received from almoat 
every state in the United States, The Chamber of Commerce of 
the State of New York and the Merchant's Acsooiation of New York 
formed a relief? committee suthorizing o sum of 20,000 for 
supplies for the devasted eres, Several railrosde offered their 
services to transport the supplies free of cherge, Twelve 
freight cara of food and clothing were sent to Jacksonville on 
May 7 and Mr, Williem J, Mille came from New York to supervise 
the distribution of thece woniion.” Gash donations were made 
in addition to the supplies sent from New York, The Jacksonville 
Relief Association report stated that a total of $224,913.72 
in cash wae cent to the stricken city, while the value of the 
supplies sent was approximately %200,000, The various railroads 
as well as the Western Union offered help to the Ageoctation™” 
In the distribution of the supplies eleven comulesaries 
were set up in different parte of the city. A temporary wooden 
werehource was erected for the main commissery., The ten sub« 
conmiecerLles coneloted of several tents placed at convenient 
places in the city. Each of these aub-stations made deliy 
reports to Mr. J, RK. Parrott, cheirman of this committes, ae to 
the number of people fed and clothed, ‘hen mupplies were needed, 
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requisitions were made out by the sub-commissary and counter 
elgned by Mr. Parrott. buring the first week of the fire, be- 
tween 16,000 and 11,000 people were feu, One of the worst 
features of the fire was that able-bodied Negro men refused to 
work while free ratione were being distributed. The men would 
gend the women or children for suppliers, So Mr, Parrott had 
identification cards printed and there ecarie had to be signed 
by the head of the family. It was necessary to etate the 
number of people in the family and thie was carefully checked. 
The cards were atemped numerically for each day and when a 
person received rations, the number on the card was punched out. 
This prevented repetition and forced the able~bedied men to 
ek. The desired effect was shown on the following day when 
the number of applicants for rations decreased fifty per cent 
and the number of applicatione for work inereased several 
hundred persons, 

For the purpoee of giving employment to the idle and at 
the same time to clean up the burned district, work was given 
to 1,673 persone and 113 teams. All able-bodied men were re- 
quired to work, and under the leadership of Mr. Telfair Stockton, 
the employment bureau reported thet 22,46 miles of streets had 
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been cleaned, low and unsanitary places filled, thousands of 
trees and telephone poles cut down, or dug up, and hauled away, 
3,000 stumpa of trees removed, and much debris removed from 
churches, schoolhouses, and residences.” 

The work of the sanitation committee under the leaderehip 
of Mr, Alton W, Cockrell, Jr. wac important, Dead animale and 
other noxious substances were removed, broken sewers repaired, 
sanitary conditions in camps were entovest. The lodging 
committee, within a short time after the fire, had provided every 
homeless person with some sort of comfortable shelter, © The 
transportation committes provided over 6,000 persons with trans- 
portation to all parte of the country. | 

& women's auxiliery was organized soon after the relief 
committee wan named. They hed an information bureau, a dine 
pensary where medicine and nurses could be obtained, & serving 
tent where employment wae given, a purchasing department, and 
a commissary.” 

From 12:30 o'clock until 6:30 ofolock, the fire destroyed 
an area covering 466 acres of the most populous section of the 
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city. One hundred end forty six city blocks and 2,368 build- 
ings were destroyed. very public building except the United 
States Government building wae burned, together with public 
records, Only three buildings ereoaped the fire; these were in 
widely separated pointe at the edge of the fire. The mmbe of 
people directly involved in the fire, in business or othervice, 
wae 9,601; the number who resided in the burned district was 
a,677, °° It wae eetimated that there were 15,000 percons in 
section et the time of the fire. Only seven lives were lost. 
The total value of all the property destroyed by the fire was 
approximately $15,000,000, of which 94,000,000 was not insured, 
The remaining $11,000,000 was ineured for $8,650,000." 

The rebuilding of Jackeonville began on May 6 when the 
firet building permit wae issued to Hudolph Grunthal, By the 
end of 1901 the number of building permits for permanent struct~ 
ures in the burned area equaled nesorly half the number of the 
buildings destroyed in the fire, The story of Jacksonville's 
re-creation wae told by a New York newspaper correspondent: 

It 4e one of the drametic spectacies of this 
astonishing era of American prosperity, this 
mnaeclo transformation of Jacksonville, a ruined 


waste, into Jacksonvilie the brightest, hand. 
someat, and beat built of any of the smaller 
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Harrison, Acres ¢ 
May 4, 1901, 








cities in the new Bouth..s Just ago Jackcon- 
Ville's disaster wae proportionately heavier 
than that of Chicago, so was her recovery 
even more remarkable, Up to the present 
aoment the reourrection of Jackeonville stands 
unchallenged at the head of s11 similar 

feate of recuperation in the history of the 
country. 
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was agseieted in hie work by Dr. Baldwin, 
Major Pairbanks, Harrison Reed, Dr. 
Kenworthy, Dr... Hitchell, My. Ambler, 
General f,. Spinner, Mre, Susan L'fngle, 
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ville during 1663, The author was 
the commander of Negro troops. 
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207 


South Carolina in 1468. In Jaokson- 


ville he established a store and 
becane Sontid and 


&@ leader in the 
political life of the town. 
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who came to Jackeonville to iInvesti- 
gate the lumber business, ‘Thies 

pemphlet contains personel recollections. 
Mr, Tenney vieilted Jackeonville many 
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Plorida. ehunekes Sale wantas ies or Printing 
Gompany, 1921. 









Diskison, Mary Elizabeth, p Bie 2O0 Or Ae Men 
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of Columbus Drey with copies of the 
subjeet's literary achievements, a 
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This is secondary material but 4t 

ie the only book that hae been 
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moet waluable for the citations of 

lave and the sterles told te the 

author by the families whoce biographies 
are contained in the book, 
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This book contains eccounte of early 
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iog of these sarily Pig oe and the 
location cf the early iecues. This 
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The book desls with the inside 
workings of the reconstruction 
of civil government in Florida 
after the Civil Wer. 
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This 49 « general history of 
Plorida whieh provides a descriptive 
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APPENDIX 


LIST OF MAYORS OF JACESONVILLE 


William J, Millis LE7S=74 
Willian J, Milis 1874—'75 
Willies J, Mills 1L875=76 
Atephen maddy 1676-77 
None LO 7-78 
Obediah Congar L87G=—79 
Joseph B,. Lanwarter LO79-80 
Rodney Porman 1460-8) 
J, Wer, Baker 1681-82 
Rodney Dorman ce 
H. D,. Holland 

Philip Pracer tepac8s 
P. I. heaton 1365-86 
H, H, Hoeg 1886—=87 
Hone 1687-88 
Holmes Steele 1888-89 
John Clark 1889+91 
Edward Hopkine 1891-93 
Edward Hopkins 1893~+95 
Peter Joner 1806-97 
Peter Jonea LB0%e-OD 
Peter Jones 1LE9R— 

1902 


Date Unknown 


William Grothe 
Pr, C. Barrett 


J. ©. Greeley 
Pater Joner 
Peter Jones 
Lather MoGonihe 
Ww, Stokes Boyd 
Luther MoConthe 
Peter Jones 
+ Remsay Dey 
M. A, Dalalyneki 
» A. Dadlalyneki 
". MeL, Dancy 
WwW. Mol, Danoy 
M. CG, Rice 
P. MeQuaid 
J. Q. Burbridge 
8B, Smith 


P. 
H, Robinson 

De U, Fleteher 
William MH, Bostwiek 
Re. 0, Fnight 


J, &, T. Bowden 
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